THE  WIFE  AND  THE  MISTRESS. 


A    NOVEL. 


J-AKE,   MINE»VA-?RESS,   LEAVXNMALI.-8TR1XT. 


WIFE  AND  THE  MISTRESS. 

IN    FOUR    VOLUMES. 
:BY  MARY  CHARLTONy 

AUTHOR  OF  THE  PIRATE  OF  NAPLES,   RCSELLA,  ANDRONICA,    Sec.  Sec. 


■ Celebrare  domestica  facta." 

.'  Horace. 
We  find  fit  subjects  for  our  verse  at  home." 

Roscommon. 


VOL.     IV. 


Second  dEtJition* 


LONDON: 
PRINTED    AT    THE 

FOR    LANE    AND    NEWMAN, 

LEADENH  ALL-STREET. 

1803. 


8ri 
l?c)5  THE     WIFE 


AND 


THE    MISTRESS, 


CHAP.     I. 

A  CONSIDERABLE  time  had  elapsed 
unheeded  by  Laura,  and  she  still  conti- 
nued absorbed  in  a  meditation  v/hich  the 
appearance  of  Dolly,  who  attended  to 
change  her  dress  for  dinner,  at  length 
interrupted  :  slie  then  started  in  surprise 
at  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  mechani- 
cally suffered  Mrs,  Maunder  to  perform 
her  office. 

The  sagacious  attendant  soon  discovered 
that  she  was  unusually  pensive  and  absent ; 
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but  far  from  lamenting  it,  as  she  generally 
was  wont  to  do,  she  took  advantage  of  the 
circumsta>ace  to  adorn  the  passive  Laura 
to  the  best  advantage;  because  IMrs. 
Maunder  had  witnessed  the  arrival  of 
Eiranly,  and  whilst  she  meant  to  add  to 
the  satisfaction  she  imagined  her  young 
Lady  would  certainly  experience  on  seeing 
him,  by  a  pleasing  surprise,  she  was  like- 
wise resolved  to  rivet  yet  more  firmly  the 
long-remembered  attachment  of  tliis  de- 
voted swain,  whose  success  she  felt  much 
interested  in  :  because,  in  the  nrst  place, 
he  was  a  Lord's  son,  without  a  crumb  of 
pride  or  ill-nature  ;  and,  secondly,  because 
she  thought  it  would  be  very  funny  to  set 
off  to  Scotland  with  Miss  Laura,  who  was 
gently  reproved,  en  attendant,  for  discom- 
posing her  hair  from  time  to  time,  which 
had  been  combed  into  twenty  different 
forms  by  the  suhante^  who  was  a  little 
angry  and  impatient  too,  when  her  young 
Lady  repeatedly  put  the  wrong  arm  into 
the  offered  sleeve. 

At  length    the   last   dinner-bell  urged 
Mrs.  Maunder  to  complete  her  labours. 

''  There, 


THE    MISTRESS.  3 

''There,  Ma'aiD,"  cried  she,  '*  nov/  I 
do  declare  I  never  saw  you  look  so  ilisraut 
or  so  handsome  !" 

This  exclamation,  uttered  in  a  very  ex- 
ulting tone,  induced  Laura  to  cast  a  look 
into  the  mirror  Dolly  ofidciously  presented 
to  her. 

*' What  have  you  been  doing?"  said 
she,  in  a  chagrined  accent  :  *'  I  cannot 
appear  thus  !" 

''  Ma'am,  there's  company,'*  returned 
Mrs.  Maunder  hastily;  ''  and  besides 
you  haven't  time  to  halter  zx\y  thing  now, 
for  here's  John  come  to  call  you  down." 

Laura,  regardless  of  this  information, 
disengaged  as  many  ornaments  as  the  time 
would  permit,  notwithstanding  the  earnest 
remonstrances  of  the  disappointed  Dolly, 
and  descended  to  the  eating-saloon,  where 
she  found  IMrs.  iBergarde,  Lady  ]\Iary 
Mornay  and  lier  fatiier,  Biranly,  Mrs. 
Cruden,  and  a  very  unpleasant  looking 
saturnine  visaged  man,  witii  whose  name 
she  was  unacquainted. 

This  unexpected  assemljlage,   and  tlie 

little  hurry  into  which  the  too  great  zeal 
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of  Mrs.  Maunder  had  thrown  her, diverted 
in  some  measure  the  emotion  tiie  idea 
of  again  meeting  Lady  Melville  had 
renew  ed ;  and  without  much  apparent 
agitation,  she  seated  herself  at  the  table. 
Biranly,  who  was  her  immediate  neigh- 
bour, by  repeated  efforts  to  gain  her  at- 
tention, at  length  succeeded ;  and  he 
then  informed  her  that  he  had  received  a 
few  lines  from  his  friend  Rothemere  but 
the  preceding  day,  who  had  charged  him 
with  remembrances  and  good  wishes  to 
herself. 

At  the  name  of  Rothemere  Laura  sighed ; 
and  recollecting  that  he  was  the  husband 
of  her  mother,  asked,  with  more  real  in- 
terest than  she  had  ever  yet  felt  for  him, 
if  he  had  recovered  from  the  effects  of  his 
accident;  but  when  Bh'anly  replied  to  her 
enquiry,  his  voice,  aspect,  and  manner 
recalled  so  forcibly  many  scenes  in  which 
her  lately  discovered  mother  had  taken  a 
share,  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  she 
could  restrain  the  tears  that  rushed  to  her 
eyes :    her  countenance  varied,  however, 

and 
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and  Biraril}^  perceived  the  tremor  that  had 
seized  licr. 

*'  You  still  retain  some  symptoms  ot 
Toiir  recent  m.alady,'**  said  he,  in  some 
alarm;    ''  you  are  indisposed!" 

Laura  exerted  herself  to  deny  tliis  sur- 
mise with  some  appearance  of  truth  ;  but 
liis  exclamation  had  exciled  general  at- 
tention, and  she  v,'as  compelled  to  repeat 
more  tluin  once  tl)at  slie  was  in  perfect 
health,  though  her  languid  eye  and  pale 
ciieek  contradicted  the  assertion. 

Lord  ti[;'ndar\'on  was  unusually  silent 
during  the  repast ;  but  his  ta'iturnity  was 
very  am.ply  compenirated  by  the  volubility 
of  his  daughter,  who  discussed  with  her 
usual  case  every  topic  within  her  compre- 
hension and  capacity,  and  many  others 
far  beyond  them.  Her  itourdene  somiC- 
times  attracted  a  smile  of  applause  from 
Eiraniy  ;  but  he  rendered  to  Laura  so  de- 
cided a  homage,  that  with  a  countenance 
all  sunshine  and  vivacity,  Lady  Mary  ex- 
perienced internally  all  the  discomposure 
of  rage  and  envy. 

Mrs.  Crudeu;  who   had    been    hitherto 
B  3  very 
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very  prudently  waiting  to  observe  how  the 
poor  thing  was  regarded  by  Lady  IMelville, 
linding  that  she  was  neither  brow-beaten 
nor  neglected,  made  several  advances  to 
renew  an  amicable  intercourse  with  her  : 
but  her  condescensions  were  ill  repaid  by 
the  object  of  them,  who  could  oi^.ly  rally 
her  spirits  sufficiently  to  reply  to  her^  in 
little  more  than  a  monosyllable ;  and  Mrs. 
Bergarde,  observing  that  the  persevering 
civilities  of  good  Mrs.  Cruden  distressed 
Laura,  relieved  her  from  them  with  much 
good-nature,  by  attracting  the  attentions  of 
this  complaisant  gentlewoman  to  herself. 

When  Lady  Melville  withdrew,  the 
grave  stranger,  who  had  been  addressed 
by  her  as  Mr.  Wilmer,  was  deputed  master 
of  the  ceremonies  :  and  indeed  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Countess  so  many  marks 
of  consideration,  that  Laura  could  not 
avoid  c;speriencing  some  surprise  that  she 
had  never  seen  or  heard  of  him  before 
this  day;  as  her  inexplicable  Ladyship, 
speaking  to  him  of  her  younger  daugh- 
ters, repeatedly  mentioned  them  as  his  old 
friend  Lady  Sophia,  and  his  little  favourite 

Lady 
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Lady  Madalina;  though  his  aspect  and 
demeanour  seemed  to  intimate  that  he 
never  had  either  favourite  or  friend  in  tlie 
course  of  a  life,  which,  to  every  appear- 
ance, had  been  extended  to  almost  seventy 
years. 

When  the  female  part  of  the  society 
reached  the  drawing-room,  Lady  Mary 
having  now  lost  the  principal  motives  of 
her  forced  complacency,  which  were  the 
presence  of  her  father,  and  the  liope  of 
exciting  the  admiration  of  Biranly,  yet 
not  chusing  to  be  betrayed  into  any  ex- 
pression of  her  real  sentiments,  affected  to 
be  dying  with  lassitude  ;  and  declaring 
that  she  had  not  been  in  bed  ten  hours  for 
the  last  three  nights,  by  the  advice  of 
'Lady  Melville  threw  herself  upon  a  sofa, 
and  sunk  into  a  very  well-feigned  slumber. 

Mrs.  Cruden  now  took  occasion  to  ex- 
press a  very  enthusiastic  admiration  of  her 
beauty  and  various  graces ;  and  when  the 
subject  was  entirely  exhausted,  she  thought 
proper  to  turn  her  eulogiums  into  another 
channel  :  and  having  expatiated  for  some 
time  upon  the  enchantments  of  dear  Lady 
B  4  Melville's 
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Melville's  elegant  campagne,  entreated 
that  she  might  be  indulged  v/ith  a  survey 
of  the  apartments,  and  the  lovely  prospects 
to  be  viewed  from  the  upper  windows. 

Dear  Lady  Melville  would  wilHngly 
have  deferred  this  ceremony  to  another 
day  :  but  it  so  happened  that  good  Mrs. 
Cruden  was  not  at  this  moment  to  be 
slighted  or  checked  ;  for  she  had  recently 
received  advice  of  the  recovery  of  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  which,  on  her 
leaving  India,  had  been  considered  as 
wholly  lost.  Under  the  pressure  of  such 
a  circumstance,  Lady  Melville  was  all 
gentleness,  suavity,  and  indulgence  ;  and 
whilst  she  made  the  tour  of  the  house  with 
good  Mrs,  Cruden,  Laura  was  invited  to 
walk  upon  the  lawn  with  the  fair  wjdow 
Bergarde — an  overtureshe  readily  accepted, 
rather  lha»  hazard  the  effect  of  her  ov/u 
reflections  whilst  she  must  necessarily  be 
so  much  observed. 

When  they  lost  sight  of  the  mansion, 
Mrs.  Bergarde,  extending  her  hand  with 
a  friendly   aspect,    dropped   the    general 

subject 
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subject  upon  which  they  bad  until   then 
conversed. 

^•'  I  wish  net  to  distress  you  by  any  un- 
welcome observation,"  said  she  ;  *'  but  you 
must  allow  me  to  remark  that  I  fear  you 
did  not  reply  with  exact  truth  to  the  en- 
quiries your  appearance  at  dinner  excited. 
Tell  me,  my  amiable  Miss  Delaunie,  has 
your  late  indisposition  so  entirely  vanished, 
as- you  have  asserted  r" 

'^  Indeed,  Madam,"  replied  Laura,  '*  I 
feel  no  traces  of  it ;  I  was  merely  affected 
by  remembrances." 

*'Why  do  you  thus  start  and  retreat?** 
demanded   Mrs.  Bergarde,   regarding  her 
^    earnestly. 

**  That  walk  appears  gloomy, "returned 
Laura,  in  a  trembling  voice;  *'  the  sun  is 
setting ;  w  ill  you  not  rather  return  by  the 
5am e  path  ?"' 

'*  Not  unless  you  particularly  object  to 
this  avenue,"  said  Mrs.  Bergarde  :  ''  it  ap- 
pears exactly  calculated  to  become  a  fa- 
vourite promenade  with  me." 

Laura  thus  urged,  endeavoured   to  re- 
press  her    reluctance,    and    entered    the 
B  6  shaded 
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shaded  path  her  steps  had  traced  in  the 
morning:  but  she  involuntarily  gazed 
round  her  in  earnest  thought,  which  her 
companion  observed  without  interrupting; 
and  at  length,  unable  to  endure  the  doubt 
and  suspense  that  had  hitherto  tormented 
her,  she  enquired  of  Mrs.  Bergarde  whither 
the  fields  led  .which  bounded  the  shrubbery 
on  that  side. 

*  ^  I  believe, "  replied  she,  with  a  careless 
air,  and  half-averted  look,  **  they  form 
part  of  the  grounds  of  Rodenwach  House. 
Have  you,"  she  added,  turning  suddenly 
to  Laura  with  a  smiling  aspect,  ''any  pe- 
culiar reason  for  this  enquiry?  The  paling 
is  of  a  convenient  height,  I  observe.  Oh  I 
there  is  confirmation  in  that  deep  blush  !— 
you  have  a  design  upon  the  peace  of  poor 
Nevarc,  and  you  think  the  neighbourhood 
a  favourable  circumstance." 

Laura  was  unable  to  reply  to  this  rail- 
lery ;  and  Mrs.  Bergarde  continued  with 
a  more  serious  air — 

*'  You  are  not,  I  suppose,  in  the  habit 
of  making  co7ifidentes  without  due  motives 
and  reasons,  or  I  might  perhaps,  my  fair 

Laura^ 
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Laura,  demand  of  your  sincerity  a  con- 
fession of  the  hidden  cause  of  that  in- 
quietude which  so  evidently  oppresses 
you." 

**  Ah,  Madam!"  replied  Laura,  the 
tears  bursting  from  her  eyes,  *'  my  heart 
is  full,  and  requires  but  little  urging  to 
vent  its  anguish  to  whomever  deigns  to 
solicit  it  with  kind  and  friendly  inten- 
tions !" 

"  Mine  are  such,  my  dear  child,"  re- 
sumed Mrs.  Bergarde  ;  ''  and  to  prove  to 
you  my  sincerityj  I  v^ill  acknowledge  that 
there  has  been  a  moment  in  our  ac- 
quaintance with  each  other,  when  I  did 
not  entertain  that  opinion  of  you  which 
now  impels  me  to  a  wish  of  serving  you. — 
Good  God!  here  is  Lady  Melville!  the 
tongue  of  her  companion  announces  her  : 
' — conceal  your  agitation — turn  into  that 
avenue,  my  young  friend,  and  regain  the 
house.  I  do  not  wish  her  to  observe  that 
you  are  weeping  in  ^f6'e-a'feiewith  me" 

Laura  instantly  complied  with  this  in- 
junction ;  and  with  a  ray  of  hope  that  the 
friendship  of  Mrs.  Bergarde  might  perhaps 
B  6  serve 
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serve  her,  she  proceeded  with  a  lighter 
step  to  rejoin  Lady  Mary,  that  her  pa- 
troness, on  finding  them  together,  might 
not  suspect  how  long  she  had  remained 
with  her  cousin. 

When  she  had  bathed  her  eyes  with 
water,  to  remove  the.  appearance  of  dis- 
tress she  now  endeavoured  to  conceal  with 
a  more  circumspect  care,  she  moved  to- 
wards the  drawing-room ;  and  the  deep- 
ening twilight  favoured  her  wish  of 
escaping  the  comments -and  enquiries  of 
Lady  Mary. 

On  entering  the  apartment,  she  found 
her  Ladyship  conversing  in  a  low  voice 
T^iath  a  gentrleman,  who  occupied  a  seat 
upoi;i  the  same  sofa  with  herself ;  but  whe- 
ther it  were  Lord  Glendarvon,  Mr.  Wil- 
mer,  or  Biranly,  she  could  not  distinguish 
even  upon  a  nearer  approach.  Lady 
Mary  did  not  suifer  her,  however,^  to  ,re- 
main  long  in  suspense ;  for  with  a  laugh 
of  childish  gaiety,  she  informed  Laura  that 
she  had  been  intercepting  some  very  oblig- 
ing compliments  that  had  been  designed 
for  her  ear  alone. 

**  But 
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*'  But  if  Captain  Biranly  thinks  them 
very  much  misplaced,"  added  she,  '*  I  will 
repeat  them  to  you  with  great  exactness, 
and  acknowledge  that  you  are  their  origi- 
nal proprietor." 

The  gentleman,  Mdio  had  started  when 
slie  first  addressed  Laura  in  her  usual  tone, 
now  concealed  his  chagrin  by  asserting 
that  no  expression  of  admiration  could  be 
misplaced  to  Lady  Mary  Mornay. 

She  received  this  compliment  with  great 
complacency ;  and  taking  the  hand  of 
Laura,  declai'ed  that  she  had  been  so  pret- 
triy  amused,  that  it  was  with  the  utmost 
difficulty  she  could  muster  proper  contri- 
tion for  her  offence. 

**  You  cannot  guess,"  continued  she, 
'^  Avhat  charming  things  he  has  been 
saying  to  me." 

Laura,  disgusted  with  the  forwardness 
and  unqualified  assurance  of  the  young 
lady,  and  reflecting  with  alarm  upon  what 
might  have  been  the  event  of  this  amuse- 
ment, had  her  presence  not  undeceived 
Biranly — fearing  too,  that  the  substitu- 
tion, with  some  little  perverbion  of  fact, 

might 
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might  afford  a  subject  of  detraction  for  the 
society  of  Mrs.  Meedon,  and  from  thence 
find  its  way  into  the  world,  knew  not 
Avhat  to  say,  until  the  sohcitations  of 
Lady  Mary  for  pardon  urged  her  to  speak  ; 
and  she  then  observed  that  she  did  not 
experience  sucli  renovated  spirits  as  to 
join  in  a  laugh  which* sha  supposed  to  be 
against  herself;  but  she  hoped  both  Mr. 
Biranly  and  Lady  Mary  would  excuse 
her  stupidity,  and  continue  their  persiflage 
if  it  gratified  them. 

**  Oh!  I  am  sure  you  are  quite  angry," 
exclaimed  Lady  Mary,  **or  you  would 
not  answer  me  in  that  grave  manner! 
But  upon  my  woxA  I  can  remember  every 
sentence  that  he  uttered,  and  Lwill  repeat 
it  with  the  accompanying  action,  and  all 
the  pathos." 

*'  Will  your  Ladyship  have  the  good- 
ness likewise,"  interrupted  Biranly,  who 
was  both  provoked  and  disappointed  by 
her  JinessCy  to  induce  Miss  Delaunie  to 
adopt  the  very  favourable  sentiments  you 
were  so  condescending  to  express  in  her 
name?" 

'*  Certainly, 
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**  Certainly,  if  I  can,"  returned  she, 
with  infinite  nondialance,  ^'  lam  sure  no 
one  can  with  justice  complain  of  my 'ill- 
nature  or  fastidiousness,  for  I  am  univ^er- 
sally  acknowledged  to  be  the  most  oblig- 
ing creature  in  the  world  !  Now,  my 
sweet  friend,  you  must  not  retain  your 
displeasure;  I  shall  break  my  heart  if  you 
do  not  instantly  forgive  me." 

'^  What  offence  have  you  committed?" 
asked  Lord  Glendarvon,  who  now  joined 
the  party,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Wilmer, 

'*  Oh,  it  was  the  most  innocent  thins: 
in  the  world,"  returned  she,  in  a  tone  of 
aifected  simplicity  :  '  *  Captain  Biranly  en- 
tered the  room  a  few  minutes  back,  and  as 
I  discerned  who  he  was,  notwithstand- 
ing the  twilight,  I  thought  he  might 
equally  recognise  my  unhappy  physiog- 
nomy :  and  when  he  uttered  a  number  of 
fine  sentiments,  and  accompanied  them 
with  the  most  delightful  panegyric,  I  did 
not  immediately  recollect  that  I  ought  to 
proclaim  myself,  and  arrest  the  sublime 
effusions  that  could  not  certainly  be 
meant  for  me  :  and  the  consequence  of 

this 
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this  culpable  omission  is,  that  both  Miss 
Delaunie  and  himself  are  very  angry  with 
me  for  not  having  a  better  guard  on  my 
vanity  !" 

This  vivacious  speech,  far  from  produc- 
ing  a  pleasant  retort,  or  enlivening  any  of 
the  party,  had  the  effect  that  was  per- 
haps intended  ;  for  Laura  v^'as  too  much 
distressed  and  confused  to  make  any  com- 
ment. Biranly  was  enraged  at  her  effron- 
tery"; and  the  servants  now  entering  with 
lights,  discovered  the  countenance  of  Lord 
Glendarvon  agitated  by  no  very  agree- 
able passions,  whilst  Mr,  Wilmer  regarded 
the  ladies  with  scorn,  and  the  object  of 
their  apparent  contention  with  secret  con- 
tempt. 

A  pause  ensued,  which  was  broken  by 
the  entrance  of  Lady  Melville  and  her 
companions  ;  and  the  subject  was  not  far- 
ther discussed  by  anyone,  excepting  Lady 
Mary,  who  from  time  to  time  tormented 
Laura  with  whispered  entreaties  to  mollify 
the  resentment  of  the  inflexible  Biranly, 
who  evidently  avoided  her  advances  to  a 
reconciliation. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Bergarde  had  not  any  opportuni- 
ty of  rtnewiijg  her  interrupted  conversa- 
tion with  Laura,  who  had  the  mortifica- 
tion of  seeing  her  depart  in  the  evening 
without  any  indication  of  regard  ;  and  she 
began  to  fear  that  her  enquiries  might 
have  proceeded  from  curiosity  alone,  or 
the -cruel  artifice  that  so  often  induces 
people  to  sooth  and  flatter,  in  the  hope  of 
that  confidence  they  have  no  other  inten- 
tion but  of  hearing  and  betraying.  Yet 
the  character  of  Mrs.  Bergrade  did. not 
appear  to  justify  this  suspicion,  which  the 
impatience  of  Laura  under  her  present 
subjugation  urged  her  lo  form,  and  her 
despair  of  escaping  from  it  ere  the  machi- 
nations of  Lady  Melville  overwhelmed 
her.  Tliere  v/as,  on  the  contrary,  in  the 
countenance  of  Mrs.  Bergarde,  an  air  of 
united  good  humour  and  levity,  that 
should  hav^e  precluded  the  idea  of  trea- 
chery :  but  Laura  had  witnessed  such  gene- 
ral and  happy  efibrts  of  consummate  hy- 
pocrisy in  her  intercourse  with  women  of 
fashion,  which  were  called  in  the  fashion- 
able vocabulary  manmry  tone,  styU,    and 

iournure^ 
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tonrnure^  tliat  she  miglit  perhaps  have 
been  justified  in  her  doubts,  especially  as 
she  had  never  yet  had  an  opportunity  of 
observing  the  unguarded  expressions  of  her 
aspect,  or  hearing'  the  accents  of  her  voice, 
in  the  overpowering  situation  of  a  domes- 
tic wrangle. 

Lady  Mary  accompanied  her  cousin  to 
town.  Mrs.  Cruden  departed  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  fear  of  being  robbed  ;  and  as 
Mr.  Wilmer  had  vanished  tlie  moment 
he  had  swallowed  his  coffee,  there  re- 
mained only  at  nine  o'clock,  Lord  Glen- 
darvon  and  Biranly,  who,  regarding  each 
other  with  every  apparent  jealousy  and 
distrust,  seemed  each  unwilling  to  quit  the 
field. 

The  young  man  at  length  addressing 
himself  to  Laura,  said  that  he  hoped  to 
see  Mrs.  Hamilton  the  next  morning, 
and  asked  if  she  would  entrust  him  with  a 
billet,  or  a  verbal  communication  to  that 
lady. 

Laura  felt  her  heart  throb  at  this  inti- 
mation, yet  hesitated  to  pronounce  the 
sentence  that  hovered  on  her  lips ;  whilst 

Lady 
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Lady  Melville  turned  from  Lord  Glen- 
darvon,  to  whom  she  was  speaking,  and 
in  a  very  alert  tone,  affirnr.ed  that  her 
young  friend  sliould  accompany  her  to 
the  house  of  Mrs.  Hamilton  in  a  day  or 
two. 

''  i\Iiss  Delaunie  will  therefore  merely 
thank  you  to  convey  the  usual  remem- 
brances. But,"  she  added,  **  1  have  not 
yet  found  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to 
you,  Captain  Biranly,  of  your  amiable 
mother :  her  Ladyship  w^as  one  of  my 
youtliful  friends ;  and  I  regretted  ex- 
ceedingly that  I  was  so  unfortunate  as  to 
miss  seeing  her  when  she  was  last  in  Eng- 
land. When  you  write,  do  not  forget,  I 
entreat  you,  to  remind  her  Ladyship  of 
her  former  companion  and  intimate,  Emily 
Darley.' 

Biranly  promised  to  recollect  this  injunc- 
tion, and  give  his  mother  the  satisfaction 
of  learning  that  she  yet  retained  a  place  in 
the  m.emory  of  Lady  Melville,  who  con- 
tinued the  conversation,  even  after  the  re- 
petition of  this  promise,  with  a  tenacity 
that  seemed  to  weary  every  one  but  herself. 

Lord 
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Lord  Clendarvon  not  observing  any  ap- 
pearance of  a  speedy  conckieion  to  the 
topic,  at  lengtli  rose  to  dej>art,  and  very 
politely  proposed  to  give  Biraniy  a  sent  in 
bis  chariot,  as  the  young  man  had  left 
town  on  horseback,  and  had  been  onex- 
pectedly  and  most  pleasantly  detained  to 
dinner — a  circnmstancc  his  dress  had 
occasioned  to  be  aniiouneed. 

The  proposition  was  seconded  by  the 
recommendation  of  Lady  Melville  ;  and  as 
Biraniy  could  not  refuse  it,  he  M-as  com- 
pelled to  appear  to  avail  himself  with  ac- 
knowledgment, of  a  compliment  he  was 
well  enabled  to  appreciate ;  and  his  im- 
mediate departure  gave  much  satisfaction 
to  the  self-acknowledged  friend  of  his 
mother,  and  to  Lord  Glendarvon,  who 
M^ere  equally  averse  that  lie  should  obtain 
any  further  conversation  with  the  disap- 
pointed Laura;  whilst  she  accused  herself 
of  simply  throwing  away  an  opportunity  of 
conveying  a  hint  to  her  friend,  by  the 
want  of  presence  of  mind. 

The   conduct   of  Lady    j\Ielville   now 
every  moment  confirmed  her  apprehensions 

and 
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and  her  misery  ;  and  the  promptitude  and 
openness  with  which  she  had  intercepted 
any  communication  to  Mrs.  Hamilton, 
gave  her  a  yet  more  formidable  idea  of  her 
art  and  resolution.  To  complete  her 
dreadful  inquietude,  .she  was  no\r  assured 
that  she  must  be  perpetually  subjected  to 
the  presence  of  LordGlendarvon,  wlio  on 
quitting  the  room, suddenly  stepped  back, 
and  begged  Lady  Melville  v.'ould  allow  him 
a  conference  if  possible  the  next  morning, 
and  he  would  attend  her  appointed  hour. 

She  readily  assented  to  this  request ;  and 
having  fixed  the  time,  his  Lordship  de- 
parted with  a  smiling  air,  and  certain  tri- 
umphant presentiments,  which  enabled 
him  to  view  the  handsome  figure  of  his 
companion  as  they  drove  towards  town, 
whh  less  indignation  than  he  might  other- 
wise perhaps  hav^  experienced. 


CHAP. 
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HEN  Laura  rose  the  next  morning, 
she  was  but  little  disposed  to  attend  to  the 
prattle  of  Dolly,  Avho  chose,  however,  to 
animadvert  with  her  usual  freedom  upon 
the  guests  of  the  preceding  day. 

**  Well,  Ma'am,"  said  she,  with  a  very 
significant  air,  '^  and  how  does  Captain 
Biranly  do? — Well,  I  did'  get  a  peep  at 
him,  and  1  think  he  looks  handsomer  than 
ever.  To  be  sure  there  an't  nothing  like 
Lunnon  to  set  folks  off!  if  they  gets  ever 
so  rustyish  in  the  country,  they  always 
brightens  up  in  Lunnon  !  Why  the  men 
says,  Ma'am,  that  Lady  Mary  was  setting 
her  cap  at  him  all  dinner  time;  but, 
knowing  what  I  know,  she'll  never  get 

him, 
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him,   if  you'll    only    be    a   little     civil, 
Ma'am." 

*'  Pray,  Dolly,  do  not  torment  me 
thus!"  exclaimed  Laura,  in  a  more  peevish 
tone  than  she  had  ever  yet  used  to  her 
faithful  attendant. 

*'  Lauk,  Ma'am,  I  don't  want  to  teaze 
you,  I'm  sure,"  returned  Mrs.  Maunder, 
rather  offended;  ''I  thought  I  might  just 
say  as  much  as  that,  as  1  have  tended  and 
been  consarned  with  you  here  a  matter  of 
seven  or  eight,  years.  I  was  going  for  to 
tell  you  about  Mr.  Wilmer  ;  but  you  are 
so  down  in  the  mouth,  that  there's  no 
pleasure  in  talking  to  you  a  bit  !" 

"■  What  of  Mr.  Wilmer?"  asked  Laura, 
in  some  alarm. 

''Why,  Ma'am,"  resumed  Dolly,  in  a 
tone  of  o-reat  alacrity,  at  beins:  thus  en- 
couraged  to  unfold  her  intelligence,  ''you 

must  know  he's  a  sort  of that's  to  say, 

he  is,  you  see.  Ma'am,  he's  an  agin  of  my 
Lady  Melville's,  and  somewhat  of  a  lawyer, 
and  a  land-steward  of  Earl  Stiff- back,  as 
we  calls  him  :  and  besides,  he's  the  Dow- 
ager's horn  d'affy^    (that's  Frinch,  Ma'am, 

for 
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for  a  gentleman  of  business);  and  so  thev 
says,  as  sure  as  he  sets  foot  in  tlie  house 
where  her  Ladyship  bides,  there's  some 
trade  or  other  going  on  that  an't  to  see 
dayhght  in  a  hurry." 

*'  What  do  you  mean?"  exclaimed 
Laiira,  in  terror. 

**  Lauk,  Miss  I  aura,  I  hope  you  won't 
mintion  a  word  of  it  though  ;  for  tliey'd 
murder  me  if  they  know'd  I  told  you  any 
thing  ! — Well,  Ma'am,  says  John  to  me — 

*  He's  to  make  up  a  parchment  lease  of 
this  place,'  says  he^  or  somewhat  of  that ; 

*  and  by-and-by,  my  life  for't,  it  will  turn 
out  to  be  my  Lady's,  see  if  it  don't!' — 
But  then,  to  be  sure,  John  has  a  spite 
against  Mr.  Wihner  for  making  up  his  old 
uncle's  will  in  such  a  way,t]iathe  nevergot 
a  fartliino^  of  the  money  ;  and  because  he 
wouldn't  stay  there  to  be  flouted,  he  wa? 
glad  to  go  to  sarvice,  and  Mr.  Wilmergot 
him  a  place  with  my  Lady  ;  but  then  you 
see,  Ma'am,  they  served  him  such  a  trick 
as  was  enough  to  make  him  stark  angry, 
for  they  bound  him  by  a  parcliment  writ- 
ing to  sarve  his  Lady  for  tvvxlve  year  at 

4  ten 
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ten  pounds  a  year — that  was  when  he  first 
came  to  Lunnon,  and  thought  it  enough 
till  he  was  told  better  !  So  t'other  day  he 
was  talking  of  Minton  ;  and  there,  behold 
ye,  I  found  out  he  knows  all  my  kin,  and  I 
knows  hissen  ;  so  we  don't  mind  telling 
each  other  our  minds,  as  we  come  from 
the  same  country,  and  are  old  acquaint- 
ance like.  And  you  know,  Miss  Laura, 
it's  very  hard  upon  him  ;  for  his  uncle  was 
a  farmer,  and  had  saved  a  rnort  of  money, 
and  bringing  up  John  for  all  the  world 
like  his  own,  every  body  thought  he  would 
have  it  all  :  and  behold,  it  was  all  hugger 
mnggcred  away,  and  now  her-  Ladyship 
won't  give  him  a  farthing  more  than  the 
ten  pounds;  and  the  footmen  of  his  ac- 
quaintance calls  him  'prentice  Jack,  and 
that  puts  him  quite  beside  himself!" 

This  history,  which  at  another  moment 
Laura  would  have  found  v^ry  uninterest- 
ing, now  impressed  still  deeper  the  dark 
opinions  she  had  by  this  time  imbibed  of 
Lady  Melville,  her  designs,  connections, 
principles,  and  actions  :  and  sensible  as 
she  was  of  the  imprudence  of  appearing 
VOL.  iv.  c  to 
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to  encourage  the  repetition  of  such  tales, 
she  had  not  spirits  enough  to  check  the 
tongue  of  Mrs.  Maunder,  who  continued 
her  details  Mith  impunity,  until  her  young- 
Lady  left  her  apartment  to  attend  the 
breakfast  table. 

Lady  Melville  readily  discerned  the  dis- 
order of  her  mind  ;  but  prudently  forbore 
at  a  juncture  she  believed  to  be  very  im- 
portant, to  endanger  ^.Jracas,  or  any  pre- 
mature eclair cisscment  of  her  plans,  by 
appearing  to  perceive  discontent  or  dis- 
tress in  the  countenance  or  manner  of  her 
young  guest,  whom  she  endeavoured  to 
sooth  by  the  delicacy  of  those  silent  at- 
tentions that  often  steal  into  the  heart, 
spite  of  prejudice  or  conviction.  To  divert 
her  mind  from  wholly  dwelling  upon 
subjects  Lady  Melville  would  willingly 
have  entirely  driven  thence,  she  gave  her 
a  commission  to  arrange  a  small  library, 
which  had  passed  into  her  possession  with 
other  appurtenances  of  the  mansion,  and 
to  make  out  a  classed  index  of  the 
books  :  and  whilst  Laura  endeavoured  to 
collect  herself  to  perform  the  task  with 

tolerable 
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tolerable  accuracy,  ber  Ladyship  prepared 
to  receive  lier  expected  visitor,  of  \vht)se 
business  she  believed  herself  perfectly 
aufait. 

She  fully  expected  tiiat  he  meant  to 
avow  himself  the  honourable  suitor  of 
Laura;  and  congratulated  herself  in  ad- 
vance upon  the  happy  effect  probably  re- 
sulting from  the  passion  and  pretensions 
of  Biranly,  of  M'hich  she  had  availed  her- 
self to  hasten  the  declaration  of  Lord 
GlendarvoU;  because  she  knew  she  might 
vithout  any  hazard  allow  of  his  visits  and 
attentions  to  Laura,  as  she  had  well  ascer- 
tained that  he  was  hot  the  formidable 
being  whose  presence  would  endang-'er  the 
success  of  even  a  titled  rival. 

Her  project  had  been  entirely  well  laid 
Avith  respect  to  the  nobk  lover,  who  was, 
in  treacherous  security,  daily  increasing 
his  admiration,  but  without  any  very  de- 
cided plan,  until  the  unwelcome  appear- 
ance of  a  younger  and  more  handsome 
adorateur  suddenly  introduced  the  tor- 
ment of  jealousy  and  apprehension  in  his 
heart— a  torment  that  was  not  at  all 
c  2  diminished 
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diminished  by  the  accidental  circum- 
stances that  gave  him  to  suppose  that  the 
love  of  the  audacious  pretender  was  well 
received ;  for  his  Lordship  thought  he 
had  discovered  that  Laura  had  taken  pe- 
culiar pains  with  her  toilet  when  she 
joined  the  dinner  party;  he  had  per- 
ceived her  varying  emotions  when  Biranly 
addressed  her  at  the  table;  and  he  be- 
lieved tlie  assertions  of  his  daughter,  tliat 
she  was  displeased  with  the  artifice  that 
deprived  her  of  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
from  theiips  of  her  youthful  admirer,  the 
attestations  of  the  attachment  she  meant 
to  reward. 

The  reflections  resulting  from  these 
circumstances  inspired  Lord  Glendarvoii 
with  the  highest  indignation  and  rage: 
'  that  a  i'ellow  who  was  scarcely  able  to  vie 
with  his  xaltt-dc'thambre  in  any  expendi- 
ture upon  his  gr'uette  adventures,  should 
presume  to  raise  his  regards,  and  what 
was  still  more  insolent,  intercept  the  fa- 
vouiable  sentiments  of  the  woman  who 
had  attracted  his  attention,  was  not  to  be 
endured!    And  as  Laura  happened  to  be 

the 
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tlie  loveliest  o-iil  he  had  seen  for  a  consi- 
derable time,  he  resolved  to  pension  off  two 
or  three  courtesans  who  had  claims,  or  af- 
fected to  have  them,  upon  his  liberality, and 
spite  of  any  apprehended  alienation  of  her 
heart,  instantly  marry  her, to  vindicate  the 
s,uperior  riglus  of  rank  and  wealth.  Tlie 
almost  immediate  neglect  that  would  pro- 
bably follow,  was  what  every  reasonable 
woman  might  expect ;  she  might  there- 
fore provide  against  that  by  retaining  her 
first  attachment y  and  in  due  time,  by  fur- 
nishing judicial  eloquence  with  the  utmost 
extent  of  field  for  the  high- wrought  pa- 
thetic, give  herself  the  opportunity  of 
xe warding  at  length,  the  faithful  passion 
which  had  so  long  smothered  in  hot 
embers,  and  return  my  Lord  his  liberty 
with  a  smile  and  a  low  curtsy. 

But  all  this  was  mere  perspective  :  tlie 
present  object  was  to  snatch  her  from  the 
presumptuous  hopes  of  a  poor  unfortunate 
dog,  who  had  nothing  but  the  imperti- 
nence of  youth  and  good  looks  to  second 
him,  and  to  secure  her  to  himself:  and 
ykh  this  intention,  he  very  punctually 
c  3  attended 
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attendedliis  appointment  with  that  amiable 
woman,  Lady  Melville,  who  listened  de- 
voutly to  his  proposals,  which  she  accepted 
in  the  name  of  her  young  friend  ;  but 
hinted  a  fear  that  the  improvidence  of 
Lord  Bellingham  had  left  her  actually  a 
beggar.  Yet  she  congratulated  him, 
that  although  there  was  a  slur  upon  the 
birth  of  this  charming  girl,  she  M^as  still 
derived  from  a  noble  stock  ;  and  educated 
as  she  had  been,  principally  amidst  persons 
of  superior  rank  and  refined  s(iciety,  she 
was  not  likely  to  disgrace  his  choice  by 
grovelling  sentiments  orplebeian  manners, 
but  would  carry  to  the  station  she  was 
raised  to,  those  ideas  that  peculiarly  apper- 
tained to  it. 

,  Lord  GlendaTvon  replied  with  a  solen^ti 
mien,  that  this  argument  had  certainly 
great  weight  with  him  ;  so  much  indeed, 
that  it  would  have  induced  him  to  wave  a 
much  more  important  objection  than  the 
want  of  a  trifiing  provision,  which  could 
not  be  to  him  of  any  estimation. 

Every    preliminary    was  therefore    ad- 
justed   with    extreme    facility ;     for   his 

Lordship 
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Lordship  having  delicately  enquired  if  it 
would  be  necessary  for  him  to  apply  to 
the  Traherne  family,  Lady  Melville  in- 
formed him  that  it  was  upon  the  occasion 
of  their  having  enthely  abandoned  the 
po(jr  child,  that  she  had  taken  her,  from 
mingled  affection  and  pity,  into  her  pro- 
tection. 

**  They  are,"  she  added,  *'  so  strangely 
averse  to  my  sweet  Laura,  from  the  in- 
dignation they  have  conceived  that  she 
should  claim  any  alliance  with  their  high 
blood,  tjiaf  I  actually  fear  they  would 
oppose  her  advancem^ent  from  mere  anti- 
pathy. Fortunately  however  for  her,  the 
Marquis,  at  the  request  of  her  late  mother, 
gave  a  sort  of  formal  guardianship  into 
the  hands  of  a  person  1  have  some  know- 
ledge of,  wliose  acquiescence  I  can  easily 
obtain,  and  upon  whose  authority  indeed, 
I  feel  myself  empowered  to  act." 

With  this  intelligence  Lord  Glendarvon 
v/as  perfectly  satisfied  ;  and  shortly  after 
left  the  house,  in  the  conviction  that  his 
good  friend  Lady  Melville  would  open  his 
cause  to  the  fair  Laura  with  more  dexterity 
c  4  than 
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than  himself,  and  combat  any  scruple  or 
reluctance  with  less  embarrassment  and 
more  propriety. 

Ere  Laura  had  concluded  the  task  as- 
signed her,  Mholly  unconscious  of  the 
near  approach  of  the  honour  that  awaited 
her  concurrence,  she  was  rejoined  by  her 
patroness,  v/hosc  smiling  air  and  c:^ tilting 
eye,  as  she  desired  her  to  seat  herself  by 
her  side,  claimed  all  her  attention. 

"■  My  dear  child,"  said  Lady  Melville, 
taking  the  hand  of  Laura,  with  much  ap- 
pearance of  affection,  **  I  bring  you 
tidings  it  gives  me  sincere  pleasure  to  be 
enabled  to  communicate.  You  have  no 
longer  any  occasion  to  grieve  when  you 
consider  yourself  an  abandoned  alien  of 
that  haughty  frimily  who  should  have  pro- 
tected and  cherished  you  ;  the  loss  of  the 
provision  which  might  have  afforded  you 
a  resj)ectable  maintt^nance,  you  may  770w 
consider  as  of  no  object  to  you  ;  and  if 
the  delicacy  of  your  s|)irit  has  been 
-wounded,  when  you  found  yourself  com- 
pelled to  trust  solely  to  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship for  the  support  of  your  existence,  let 

the 
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tlie  regret  cease,  for  your  merits  and  your 
loveliness  have  procured  you  an  establish- 
ment, such  as  I  vainly  hoped  to  attain 
for  my  younger  daughters'!" 

At  this  prelude,  the  breast  of  Laura 
throbbed,  the  blood  rushed  in  impetuous 
tides  more  ll-an  once  to  her  cheek,  and 
more  than  once  receded  as  quickly,  with 
the  shock  of  wounded  sensibility  and  mor- 
titled  pride :  and  spite  of  the  situation  so 
officiously  depicted  to  lier,  slie  would  thus 
announced  have  even  rejected  him,  whose 
image  had  unaccountably  prcseiKed  itself 
to  her  mind  at  the  conclusion  of  Lady 
Melville's  address. 

*•  Perhaps,"  resumed  her  Ladyship, 
^^yourdiscernnient^my  dear  Laura, enables 
you  to  anticipate  my  explanation  :  you 
must  indeed  liave  observed  the  attachment 
to  \rhich  I  alliide,  though  your  modest 
opinion  of  your  attractions  may  have  pre- 
vented }ou  tiom  properly  juilghig  of  its 
extent.'* 

Laura  was  still  silent  ;   but  she  perfectly 
comprehended    of    whom    her    insidious- 
Ladysh.ip  meant  to  speak,  and  awaited  in 
c  5  tenor. 
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terror  the  fracas  that  she  believed  inevi- 
table, when  her  sentiments  would  be  ex- 
plicitly demanded.  In  the  confusion  of 
the  moment  the  intelligence  of  Fanny 
Meedon  did  not  immediately  occur  to  her,- 
that  it  was  Lady  Melville  herself  who  had 
aided,  at  least,  to  reduce  her  to  the  de- 
pendance  thus  artfully  placed  before  her 
eyes;  and  the  weight  of  her  pretended 
benefits,  unalleviated  by  such  a  suspicion, 
pressed  upon  her  imagination  with  a  force 
that  increased  her  reluctance  to  destroy  by 
the  avowal  of  her  intentions,  which  yet 
must  be  made,  the  brilliant  expectations, 
her  Lady.^hiphad  formed. 

The  Countess  having  paused  for  a  reply, 
or  for  some  indication  by  which  she  might 
guess  at  the  turn  her  arguments  or  per- 
suasions ouo'ht  to  take  to  have  the  most, 
chance  of  becoming  successful,  at  length: 
resumed  with  a  more  serious  aspect. 

**  You  have  now,.  Laura,  an  opportu- 
nity of  demonstrating  to  the  Traherne  fa- 
mily, that  without  their  protection  or 
succour,     you    have    found     means    of 

establishing 
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cstabjisliing  yourself,  better  perhaps  than 
if  they  had  ccnclescended  to  acknowledge 
your  claims  to  their  good  offices.  Mrs. 
Meedon's  girls,  who  rejected  you  as  an 
associate  with  such  haughty  insolence, 
may  also  repent  their  rancorous  envy; 
and  even  Lady  I^Iary,  whose  concealed 
opinions  you  must  have  penetrated,  may 
possibly  find  herself  constrained  to  treat 
you  with  respect,  vvhen  you- have  attained 
that  rank  and  eminence  they  all  sigh  for 
with  ardour.  You  are  young,  and  very 
lovely,  ai'd  (is  the  Countess  of  Glendar- 
Yon,  will  have  very  just  pretensions  to  be 
as  highly  considered  as  almost  any  woman 
in  the  kingdom;  v/itii  so  much  grace  and 
beauty,  it  would  have,been  cruel  to  have 
remained  in  obscurity,  though  indeed  I 
could  scarcely  hopefor  so  very  desirable  an 
alliance,  certain  tliings  considered:  and 
when  my  friendship  prompt-  d  me  to  lay 
aside  my  ow  n  griefs,  and  forget  my  own  em- 
barrassed circumstances,  for  the  effort  in 
which  1  have  so  well  succeeded,  I  could  not 
have  foreseen  how  soon  my  cares  would  be 
both  ri^lieved  and  revrarded/' 

a  G  l^urino* 

o 
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During  this  liaraDgue,  Laura  had  m 
some  degree  collected  her  presence  of  mind ; 
and  her  recollection  of  the  intimation  she 
had  received,  returned  with  this  second 
hint  of  1»he  obligations  under  wliich  she 
laboured  to  so  disinterested  a  patroness. 

**  I  hope,  I  sincerely  hope,  Ma'am," 
returned  she,  ''  that  they  may  be  soon 
relieved  and  rewarded;  but  it  cannot  be 
in  the  manner  your  Ladyship  expects. 
My  utmost  ambition  at  present  extends  to 
the  wish  of  being  protected  by  the  family 
of  Lord  Beiiingham,  even  if  they  refuse  to 
acknowledge  me  but  as  a  dependant  on 
their  voluntary  bounty  :  and  I  would 
prefer  almost  aiiy  humihation  to  that  mi- 
serable one,  of  being  rescued  from  poverty 
and  obscurity  by  the  caprice  of  such  a 
man  as  Lord  Glendarvon.  I  see  that  your 
Ladyship  is  offended  at  this  confession  of 
my  sentiments,  which  unfortunately  differ 
so  much  from  your's:  but  in  an  affair  so 
infinitely  important  to  m.e,  I  am  compelled 
to  make  it  ;  and  I  must  be  the  most  mer- 
cenary of  wretches  after  this  avowal,  to  be 
induced    by    any    circumstance    however 

distressing, 
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fllstressing,  to  act  in  a  manner  that  would 
disgrace  it  !" 

'^  I  confess,  ]\Iiss  Delaunie,'*  exclaimed 
Lady  ^lelville,  ^' that  you  astonish  me! 
Is  it  possible,  young  and  inexperienced  as 
you  are,  that  you  should  thus  endeavour 
to  estabhsh  your  silly  prejudices  as  decisive 
opinions  against  the  insinuated  advice  of 
your  best  friend?  I  will  not  advert  harshly 
to  tlie  effects  of  my  regard  for  you  ;  but 
when  I  condescend  to  reconnnend  any 
measure,  however  important,  I  think  the 
recollection  of  them  ought  to  have  some 
little  influence  over  your  mind.  In  my 
bouse  you  have  been,  you  still  are  consi- 
dered as  my  daughter  :  in  your  late  ma- 
lady my  incessant  cares  alone  prolonged 
your  existence;  I  watched  over  you  in  your 
insensibility — at  noon  I  debarred  myself 
from  tasting  a  fresher  air,  which  m}-  unre- 
laxed  attendance  rendered  so  requisite, 
and  at  midnight  I  was  still  found  by  your 
side. — Yet   this,  it  seems,   you    have  for- 


gotten 


'^    No,    Madam,"  interrupted    Laura, 

whose    heart   reproached    her    with    tlie 

5  recol- 
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recollection  that  all  she  had  represented 
Mas  true,  "  I  cannot  forget  this  !  And  let 
me  conjure  your  Laaj'ship  not  to  efface 
the  kindness  that  still  impresses  rny  me- 
mory, by  urging  me  to  destruction  ! — 
Yes,  Lady  Melville,  I  think  only  of  an 
r.nion  with  the  man  you  pro{)ose,  as  tlie 
giave  of  hap[)ine3S,  peace,  self-esteem, and 
tvcvy  soothing  consciousness  of  virtue  and 
rectitude  that  nov/  renders  my  situation 
tolerable  to  mt  f 

'*  You  are  at  present  mucii  too  heroic 
for  further  arguir.cnt, "  said  Lady  Mcl> 
ville,  rising  with  a  sarcastic  air,  wliich  did 
iiot  h.owever  conceal  the  indiixnant  emo- 
t  ion  3  til  at  possessed  her;  *'  and- 1  shall 
leave  you  to  reconsider-  what  1  have  said^ 
T  must  however  hint  to  you,  that  if  yoti 
reject  my  friendship,  I  am  bound  not  to 
abandon  you  entirely;-  for  1  must  only 
give  you  up  to  your  surviving  guardian, 
whose  residence  perhaps  will  be  found 
ratlier  more  humiliating  and  still  less  eli" 
sibic  than  mine  !'' 

'^  My  guardian,  Madam  I"  repeated 
Laura,  ia  extreme  agitation. 

"The 
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**  The  guardian  appointed  by  your  fa- 
ther," replied  Lady  Melville;  '' a  fellou^ 
of  abandoned  principles,  who  is  confined 
for  debt  or  fraud  either  in  the  Fleet  Prison 
or  the  King's  i3ench,  I  know  not  exactly 
>vhich." 

When  she  had  pronounced  tliis  sentence, 
she  quitted  the  room,  leaving  Laura  in  an 
agony  of  apprehension,  and  overwlielnicd 
Mith  doubt  and  terror.     The  tlircat  of  the 
Countess  to  deliver  her  up  to  the  man  she 
St}  led   her  guardian,  slie   could    m;t  per- 
suade  herself  to  believe  she   wo;dd  be  so 
cruel  to  execute  :   but  that  she  affected  to 
have  authority  for  doing  sa,  argued   that 
she  might  also  pretend  to  claim  a  right  of 
detaining  lier  fro:n  any  friend,  who  nitght 
feel  suilticient  compassion  to  endeavour  to 
rescue  her  from  her  power;  and  the  idea 
gave  her  inconceivable  horror,  as  she  had 
130W  imbibed   an    opinion^  so  dreadful   of 
the    artifices    of  Lady    Melville,    tliat  to 
remain   under  her  dominion  slje  believed 
to    be  certain   destruction.     The  absence 
of   Lord  John  and  Mr.  Aubrey  appeared 
to  seal  her  doom,  as  she  could  not  suppr^se 

that 
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tliat  Lady  Betty  Traberne  ^\•oul(I  expe- 
rience interest  enou^'h  for  abeiiio*  slie  had 
never  beheld,  to  oppose  the  usurped  autho- 
rity of  the  Countess,  with  that  force  and 
aiertn(fss  that  could  alone  save  her  from 
its  apprehended  effects.  Still  less  could 
she  hq^e  that  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Hamilton,  mcU 
inclined  though  they  might  be,  would 
chuse  to  embroil  tliemselves  with  such  a 
woman  :  and  besides,  from  what  had 
dropped  from  Mr.  Biranly,  she  believed 
them  to  be  almost  exclusively  oecu})ied  in 
endeavouring  to  extricate  Captain  Ilothc- 
mere  from  some  unhappy  adventure,  into 
-which  his  imprudence  and  folly  had 
plunged  him  ;  whilst  any  delegate  Lord. 
John  nught  still  feel  interested  sufficiently 
to 'employ,  if  by  accident  her  situation 
reached  his  knowledge,  woiild  not  ha\e 
either  zeal  or  dexterity  to  snatch  her  from 
the  grasp  that  might  in  the  interim  but  too 
probably  annihilate  her. 

The  altered  tone  6f  Lady  -Melville, 
when  Lama  had  made  known  her  senti- 
ments with  a  firmness  she  did  not  perhaps 
expect,  had  not  escaped  her  notice;  and 

bhe 
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she  expected,  when  her  determination  of 
jiersevering  in  them  should  be  diseovered, 
to  be  exposed  to  her  unqualified  indigna- 
tion :  yet  any  open  indication  of  this  was 
less  repugnant  to  her  feehngs,  than  the 
concealed  machinations  to  which  she  had 
no  means  of  opposition,  and  from  which 
she  had  every  thing  to  dread. 


CHAP.  Ill, 


URING  the  remainder  of  the  (hiy 
tlie  manner  of  Lady  Melville  was  calm, 
but  distant  and  haughty  ;  and  Laura, 
occupied  by  a  variety  of  projects  to  escape 
her,  which  she  alternately  rejected  as  im- 
practicable, and  reviewed  as  merely  pos- 
sible, was  absent  and  wholly  silent :  and 
when  she  retired  for  the  night,  she  was 
assailed   by    Dolly,    ^\ho    complained    in 


enerq^etic 
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energetic  terms  of  the  doings  in  the  house- 
hold of  Lady  Melville,  who  had  ordered 
the  gate  at  the  lodge,  and  the  other  at 
the  gardener's  house  to  be  kept  locked, 
that  none  of  her  people,  as  she  pretended, 
might  be  roaming  about  to  the  neigh- 
bouring alehouses,  just  as  if  she  thought 
they  was  not  up  to  clambering  over. 

•'  None  of  the  women-sarvants, ""added 
Mrs.  Maunder,  ''  an't  to  be  let  out  wilh- 
out  her  Ladyship's  knowledge  truly  !  — 
But  ril  see  if  I  an't  to  have  my  liberty 
better  than  that  comes  to.  And  indeed^ 
Miss  Laura,'*  resumed  she,  in  a  crying 
tone,  "if  Lni  treated  so,  I  must  give  you 
warning  ;  for  it  an't  to  be  put  up  with. — 
Lm  sure  Ld  do  any  thing  to  sarve  you; 
but  to  be  sliut  up  like  a  thief,  and  not 
suffered  to  have  my  liberty, is  what  1  niver 
was  used  to,  and  I  won"t  bear  it,  let  Lady 
I\IelviJle  think  what  she  will  1" 

'*  And  would  \ou  indeed  leave  me  here 
without  one  beino-  inVhom  I  could  con- 
fide?"  asked  Laura,  forgetting  all  caution 
in  the  appreheujsion. 

''  Not 
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'*  Not  if  I  can  help  it.,  Ma'am,  Tm  sure, " 
replied  the  siiivcuue,  "\viping  her  eyes  : 
*'  but  wlien  I  came  back  from  walking, 
they  was  all  tittering  at  me,  and  fell  to 
jeering,  that  I  was  fit  to  run  mad  !  — '  vSo 
you're  caged,  Mrs.  IMaunder  V  says  t})at 
impertinent  felioNV  Wilson  :  *  well,  you're 
a  fine  sleek  bird  for  my  Lady's  Every,  that 
I  will  say  !' — So  then  they  tittered  again, 
and  said.  Ma'am,  as  how  you  was  caged 
too  ;  and  Avhen  once  her  Ladyship  got  a 
hold,  she  was  like  a  terrier,  for  she  r.lver 
let  go  again  !  I'm  sure  I  can't  bear  the 
thoughts  of  being  mewed  up  after  such  a 
fashion  :  and  if  you  don't  like  to  speak  to 
her  Ladyship,  Ma'am,  why  indeed  I  nruit, 
tliough  I'd  do  any  thing  to  sarve  you,  I'lii 
sure." 

*'   But,    ivy    poor  Dolly,'*    said    lier 
vouno'    Ladv,    '*    if   you  should    be  dis- 


**  M  hy,  I\Ia'am,  if  you  come  to  that, '^^ 
interrupted  Mrs.  Msfunder,  hastily,  '*wh(> 
lias  a  rio'ht  to  dibchar^e  mic  but  vou,  I 
wonder?  Sure  she  don't  take  it  into  her 
head  that  she"s  my  mistress?    li^  she  do, 
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I'm  no  sarvant  of  heme,  I'd  have  her  to 
know." 

''  If  her  Ladyship  assumes  the  right," 
interrupted  Laura,  '*  I  cannot  oppose  it 
with  success ;  and  wlio,  can  I  be  assured, 
will  assist  you?" 

*'  Why  then,  Maam,"  cried  DoUy^ 
eagerly,  **  I  would  go  back  to  my  own* 
coiintry,  and  think  I'd  seen  enough  of 
your  grand  gentry  and  their  ways,  for  the 
rest  of  my  life  ! — all  that  I  should  be 
sorry^for,  would  be  going  away,  and  leav- 
ing you,  Miss  Laura — and  in  such  a  mess 
too  as  you  have  got  in,  which  Fm  sure 
grieves  me  to  the  heart !  But  as  for  vac — • 
howsever,  if  Mrs.  Hamilton's  in  London^ 

I  dare  say '' 

*'  Mrs.  Hamilton!"  repeated  Laura, 
with  a  sudden  thought : — *'  if  indeed  you 
are  resolved  to  leave  me,  Dolly,  and  1  be- 
lie\e  I  have  no  pretensions  to  exact  at 
present  the  service  of  any  one  — if  you 
siiould  be  discharged,  will  you  take  a 
letter  for  me  to  town  ?  That  would  be 
serving  me  more  than  I  can  express!" 

*'Lauk^ 
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*'  Lauk,  that  I  will  !  and  if  you  won't 
Le  affronted  with  nie  for  goino-^  Aliss 
Laura,  why  I'll  see  and  let  her  handy 
Ladyship  know  a  hit  of  my  mind — lock- 
ing up  folks  so  snug  as  she  thinks  !  Lll  let 
her  know  I  an"t  a*ljird  for  her  Every  :  — 
and  hang  me  if  I  don't  go  and  tell  every 
hofly  of  my  quaintance  of  her  doings  1  — 
She  thinks  to  run  a  fine  rig  with  folks  as 
an't  no  moie  gallows-slaves  nor  negers 
than  she — a  bit  on't  T' 

Laura  perceiving  that  the  recapitulation 
of  her'injuiies  had  occasioned  the  choler 
of  Mrs.  Maunder  to  mount  very  hioh, 
endeavoured  to  sooth  her  for  the  present : 
and  having  obtained  a^  promise  that  siie 
would  preserve  a  guard  upon  her  tongue 
until  she  saw  her  the  next  morning,  she 
then  dismissed  her,  that  she  might  avail 
herself  of  the  only  certain  opportunity 
tnat  was  likelv  to  offer,  of  infbrmino;  Mrs. 
Hamilton  dt'  the  views  of  Lady  Melville, 
and  her  menace  of  transferring  her  to  tlie 
wretch  she  had  depicted  as  her  guardian, 
if  she  refused  to  accede  to  them  ;  and  to 
conjui  e  her  likewise  to  apply  to  Lady  Betty 

Traheine 
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Traherne  in  her  behalf.  But  as  this  lady 
nnght  very  justly  feel  offended  tl^at  Laura 
had  apparently  neglected  h.er  permission, 
received  through  the  med-ium  of  IMr, 
iVubrey.  of  attending  i:jer  at  lier  own  house, 
she  very  reluctantly  again  detailed  the 
accident  that  had  occurred  to  prevent  her 
from  learning  it  in  time  to  profit  by  an 
honour  so  unhoped-for. 

*^  Captain  Biranly  can  inform  '  you," 
added  Laura,  *'  Avben  I  obtained  my 
recovered  letter — recovTred,  alas,  too 
late  ! — and  why  it  was  so  long  detained 
from  n^e ;  as  he  recollects,  no  (loubt,  the 
time  of  its  delivery,  for  it  was  himself  who 
restored  it,  he  can  corroborate  if  neces- 
sary, the  cruel  accident  I  have  so  much 
reason  to  lament,  and  perhaps  prociu'e  for 
mc  the  forgiveness  of  Lady  Betty." 

She  was  restrained  by  a  motive  af  deli- 
cacy from  betraying  any  knowledge  of  her 
near  ai'finity  tp  Mrs,  Rothemere,  lest  it 
should  be  supposed  that  she  urged  it  as  a 
claim  to  the  good  offices  of  ^Irs.  Hamil- 
ton :  neither  indeed  could  she  endure  the 
idea  of  mentioning  it  from  anotlier  reason,, 

which 


THE    MISTRESS.  47 

"which  ori 2:1  nated  in  her  respect  to  the  n^e- 
niory  of  her  mother,  and  a  wish  of  still 
acquiescing  in  the  silence  she  had  herself 
ever  maintained. 

She  closed  her  letter  therefore  witliout 
adverting  to  the  connection  ;  and  having 
laid  it,  already  sealed,  under  her  pillow 
-when  she  reposed,  she  gave  it  into  the 
hand  of  Dolly  when  she  appeared  the  next 
morning,  with  an  earnest  adjuration  to  he 
careful  of  the  trust.  To  VA^s  Aleedon  bhe 
had  also  written  a  few  lines,  expressive  of 
the  situation  in  which  she  found  herself, 
which  she  delivered  to  Mrs.  Maunder  with 
the  same  caution. 

'^  If,"  said  I.aura,  ''you  are  compelled 
to  leave  me  immediately,  present  these 
letters  yourself,  if  possihle,  to  my  friends  : 
if  you  remain  here  to-day,  return  them  to 
me,  and  perhaps  I  iiiay  find  some  other 
means.  I  have  no  douht,  if  Lady  ;\lci- 
ville  wishes  you  to  (|uit  your  service,  she 
Avill  prevent  me  from  again  speaking  to  you 
before  your  departure  r  if  you  go  then, 
Dolly,  take  this  purse — Mrs.  Ilaniilton 
may  not  be  in  town,  and  you  may  lia\e- 

occasion 
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occasion  for  what  it  contains;  for  I  fear, 
indeed  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  tliat 
Lady  Melville  will  be  so  liberal  as  I  could 
M'ish  :  and  when  I  consider  your  long 
attachment  to  me " 

**  Lank  no,  Ma'am,"  interrupted  Dollj; 
'^  I  can't  think  of  such  a  thing,  so  good 
as  you  have  been  to  me !  and-  besides  you 
may  want  the  money " 

*'  Take  it,"  said  Laura,  putting  the 
purse  into  her  hand:  *^  I  cannot  endure 
that  you  should  be  exposed  to  want 
such  a  trifle,  or  that  you  s'h.ould  leave  me 
without  receiving  some  small  mark  of  my 
friendship  and  good  v/ishes  !'* 

After  some  furtlier  objection,  Mrs. 
Maunder  at  length  complied  v/ith  the 
commands  of  her  young  Lady,  wlio  urged 
tliem  ahnost  to.  anger:  and  finding  that 
lur  absence  would  serve  lier  most  proba- 
bly much  more  than  her  continued  at- 
tendance could  do,  slie  now  resolved  to 
have  a  grand  set-to  w  ith  the  old  Dowager, 
and  pay  her  sauce  for  all  her  misde- 
meanours towards  lier,  both  in  town  and 
country. 

To 


THE    MfSTRESS.  4"9 

To  secure  the  letters  against  the  possi- 
bility of  any  accident,  she  instantly  sat 
down,  and  making  a  linen  bag  for  them, 
very  deliberately  undressed  herself  upon 
the  spot,  that  Miss  Laura  might  not  be  in 
any  quandary  about  their  safety,  and 
sewed  them  in  the  inside  of  her  stays. 

This  precaution  did  indeed  disperse  any 
fear  her  young  Lady  might  have  enter- 
tained of  the  vigilance  of  Lady  ]\Ielville 
and  her  favourite,  Mrs.  Fisher  ;  and  she 
now  wished  that  Dolly  v/ould  have  suffi- 
cient courage  to  execute  her  project  of 
either  obtaining  the  liberty  of  quitting 
the  premises  whenever  she  thought  proper, 
or  of  procuring  herself  to  be  dismissed. 

Nor  was  the  accomplishment  of  this 
wish  long  delayed  ;  for  as  she  was  yet  at 
the  breakfast  table,  at  which  Lady  Mel- 
ville had  met  her  with  an  undisturbed 
mien,  a  clamour  of  contendins:  voices 
reached  even  the  apartment  m  here  they 
sat  :  and  her  Ladyship  having  listened  a 
moment,  stepped  to  the  door  ;  but  imme- 
diately returned  with  an   intention   appa- 

voL.  TV.  D  rently 
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rently  altered  ;  and  ringing,  desired  Mrs. 
Fisher  might  attend  her. 

Dolly,  uncalled  for,  accompanied  this 
good  gentlewoman,  and  instantly  appealed 
to  the  Countess  against  the  impertinence 
of  her  favourite,  in  forbidding  her  a  dish 
of  tea  to  squinch  her  thirst. 

*'  I  an't  been  used  to  her  wish-washes, 
and  her  cocoa, "'continued  the  complain- 
ant; '^  nor  I  won't  put  such  stuff  down 
my  throat  any  longer  to  please  nobody  ! 
And,  my  Lady,  1  must  say,  I  think  it 
an  odd  whim  that  I  an't  to  put  my  nose 
out  of  the  gates  for  a  bit  of  air;  and  I 
must  tell  you,  ray  Lady,  flat  and  plain,  as 
I  don't  chuse  to  be  shut  up  like  a  Papish 
nunner}*,  not  I !  I  an't  brought  out  of  a 
hospital  for  bad  women  like  other  some, 
nor  I  an't  been  used  to  herd  with  such  ; 
nor  I  won't  be  watched  and  locked  up  as 
if  I  was  always  running  after  fellows  and 
doing  nought " 

Lady  Melville  now  looked  impatient; 
and  the  obsequious  Mrs.  Fisher,  with  a 
low  curtly,  be^an. 

<'  My 
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'*  My  Lady,  this  is  nothing  to  what 
this  obstropulous  woman  has  been  saying 
in  my  apartment !  she  has " 

*^  Well,  and  I'll  have  my  say  out !"  in- 
terrupted Dolly,  who  had  talked  of  her 
grievances  till  she  was  in  a  very  proper 
fury  ;  '^  fine  goings  on  there  must  be  in 
a  house  where  a  sarvant  an't  to  be  trusted 
out  of  doors  for  fear  of  telling  somewhat 
of  the  doings  ! — and  for  that  matter,  I  do 
believe  they  are  better  hushed  up '* 

Lady  jMelville,  finding  that  Mrs. 
Maunder  had  no  idea  of  suffering  her  to 
speak,  had  hastily  applied  to  the  bell ; 
and  Laura  sat  like  a  culprit,  wishing  the 
scene  were  past,  and  dreading  lest  the 
event  might  not  succeed  to  her  first 
expectation. 

The  butler  and  a  footman  now  answered 
the"  summons  of  their  Ladv,  who  com- 
manded  them  to  remove  poor  Dolly  to  her 
proper  situation,  that  she  might  no  longer 
be  insulted  by  her  intemperate  violenc  : 
and  when  this  order  was  fulfilled  amidst 
the  kickings,  cutfings,  and  apostrophes  of 
!\irs.  Maunder,  her  Ladyship  desired  her 
D  2  opponent 
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opponent,  Mrs.  Fisher,  to  discharge  her 
immediately,  and  take  care  that  she 
quitted  the  premises  within  half  an  hour. 

This  injunction  renovated  the  sinking 
hopes  of  Laura,  to  whom  Lady  Melville 
turned  when  Mrs.  Fisher  had  withdrawn, 
and  made  a  glight  apology  for  having 
exerted  over  the  offender  more  autho- 
rity than  perhaps  strictly  appertained  to 
her. 

*^  But  3^ou  heard  tlie  insolence  of  her 
invective,"  added  the  Countess,  *'  and 
can  therefore  perceive  the  -necessity  hy 
which  I  acted.  Until  you  havT  procured 
another  attendant,  my  woman  shall  assist 

you." 

Laura  prevailed  over  her  feelings  suffi- 
ciently to  say  that  she  was  sorry  Dolly 
had  given  her  Ladyship  so  just  a  cause 
for  dismissing  her,  and  that  she  much 
regretted  the  improper  language  she  had 
used. 

**  The  people  of  my  own  household," 

resumed  Lady  Melville,    ''  are  necessarily 

reduced   to  a  proper  subordination  :  and 

were  I  to  suffer  the  servant  of  any  guest  I 

4.  may 
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mav  Iiave,  to  take  those  liberties  I  refuse 
to  them,  it  could  not  be  so  easily  pre- 
served. But  we  will  dismiss  this  subject, 
Laura,  for  one  of  much  more  importance 
to  you.  I  flatter  myself  you  have  pro- 
perly considered  the  proposals  I  mentioned 
yesterday:  I  have  delayed'resnming  the 
discussion  of  them  until  this  moment,  to 
give  you  a  fair  and  ample  opportunity  of 
weighing  their  advantages  with  any  petty 
objections  you  m.ay  have  conceived  ;  and 
I  now  expect  from  your  judgment  and 
good  sense  such  a  decision,  as  your  real 
friends  can  approve  and  sanction.  Lord 
Glendarvon  will  be  here  this  morning; 
and  though  he  may  perhaps  be.  perfectly 
au  fait  of  the  caprices  that  sometimes 
govern  a  very  young  woman,  w'fio  is  con- 
scious of  the  power  of  her  attractions,  yet 
he  will,  I  suppose,  expect  such  an  answer 
as  may  encourage  him  to  endure  them,  in 
the  hope  of  a  final  assent." 

**  Such  an  answer,  Madam,"  said  Laura, 
gravely,  *'  his  Lordship  cannot  receive 
from  me." 

D  3  **Then, 
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**  Then,  my  simple  child/*  resumed 
Lady  Melville,  "•  he  must  be  content  to 
receive  it  from  me  1  I  am  too  much  your 
friend,  Laura  Delaunie,  to  allow  you  thus 
to  cast  away  the  unexpected  advantages 
Fortune  has  placed  in  your  reach;  and 
from  respect  to  the  niemory  of  your 
mother,  I  shall  so  far  interest  myself  for 
her  perverse  orphan,  as  to  place  her  out  of 
the  danger  of  that  seduction  which  un- 
protected poverty  incurs." 

**  Plow  caij  your  Ladyship,"  said  Laura, 
her  bosom  swelling  with  indignant  emo- 
tion, ''  have  the  heart  to  mention  to  me 
that  unprotected  poverty,  which,  had  it 

not  been  for  your  own " 

She  suddenly  checked  herself  ere  the 
sentence  had  Avholly  escaped  her  lips, 
from  a  recollection  that  she  could  only 
accuse,  without  a  single  argument  to  cor- 
roborate or  prove  so  serious  an  assertion 
as  that  she  was  on  the  point  of  utter- 
ing;  and  Lady  Melville  regarding  her 
earnestly  for  a  moment,  desired  her  to 
proceed. 

*'  I  entreat 
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**  I  entreat  that  you  will  favour  me  with 
the  conclusion  of  your  reproachful  insinu- 
ation," added  her  Ladyship,  "  or  I  shall 
not  be  enabled  to  comprehend  and  reply 
to  it ;  for  it  is  really  too  mysterious  to  be 
readily  understood." 

Laura,  repenting  her  unguarded  sally, 
was  silent  and  embarrassed ;  and  Lady 
Melville  continued. 

^*  Miss  Delaunie^  I  believe  it  will  be 
proper  that  I  explain  my  intentions  with 
respect  to  the  proposals  of  ^ord  Glen- 
darvon  :  I  will  not  mislead  him  ;  nor  will 
I  allow  you  to  deceive  yourself  by  an  ex- 
pectation that  I  shall  suffer  any  romantic 
folly,  which  you  may  dignity  by  a  fine 
name,  to  dash  this  very  fortunate  esta- 
blishment from  you.  I  shall  candidly  in- 
form his  Lordship  that  you  are  inclined  at 
this  moment  to  act  the  injured  sentiment- 
alist :  but  as  I  know  you  to  be  a  young 
woman  of  excellent  understanding,  I  am 
certain  the  farce  will  not  be  of  long  dura- 
tion : — en  attenda7it,  I  shall  exhort  your 
adorateur  to  patience;  and  as  you  must 
be  conscious  of  your  importance  in 
D  4  his 
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his  eyes,  1  suppose  you  entirely  expect 
that  he  will  not  be  destitute  of  this  con- 
venient viriLiC." 

**Jf  he  should  possess  it,"  replied  Laura, 
whose  cheeks  glowed  at  the  ironical  mien 
of  Lady  Melville,  **  the  character  of  Lord 
Glen<larvon  has  been  sufticiently  discussed 
in  my  presence,  to  convince  me  that  it 
would  be  a  solitary  virtue  amidst  njany 
vices:  and  I  canno.t  believe,  when  the 
friendship  of  your  Ladyship  induces  you 
thus  to  urge  me  upon  a  subject  so  unplea- 
sant, that  this  circumstance  can  have  been 
perfectly  recollected." 

**  Upon  my  word,'*  exclaimed  Lady 
Melville,  with  strong  symptoms  of  anger 
in  her  eyes,  **  }ou  have  a  most  amaz- 
ing fund  of  able  argument  !  Rut,  my 
pretty  Laura  Delaunie,  whilst  you  thus 
allow  yourself  such  very  nice  discrimina- 
tion in  selecting  the  happy  mortal  who  is 
to  be  honoured  with  your  hand,  does  it 
at  all  occLU-  to  you  what  you  are,  and  how 
you  are  situated  ?  Do  you  reflect,  pre- 
sumptuous girl!  that  you  are  wholly  des- 
titute  of  legal  protectors,    except   your 

infamous 
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infamous  guardian,  and  that  you  depend 
for  existence  upon  the  probity  of  a  frau- 
dalent  bankrupt?"' 

**This  is  too  much  !"  ejaculated  Laura, 
bursting   into  tears.     ''   Lady    Melville, 
these  harsh  reproaches  give  me  more  to 
understand   than  T would   willingly   have 
believed  from  the  testimony  of  others.     I 
can    mention    one  friend,  though  not    a 
legal  one,   who  will  not  shut  her  doors,  I 
think,  against  me  :    to   this  friend  dehver 
me  up,  and  I  shall  not  under  her  roof  be 
subject  to  hear  such  cruel  reflections  upon 
misfortunes   which   ought  to  claim  com-' 
miseration  1     I  will  not  cast  myself  upon 
the  probity  of  any  one  for  the  support  of 
my  existence ;  for  1  will  make  my  talents 
subservient  to  my  wants,  and  if  my  knov/- 
ledge  is  circumscribed,  my  wishes  shall  be 
still  more  so  !" 

**  Your  talents,"  returned  Lady  Mel- 
ville, "are  rery  admirable,  no  doubt:  but 
you  may  yet  perhaps  have  to  learn  that 
the  most  brilliant  talents  generally  acquire 
celebrity  from  patronage  or  fortuitous  cir- 
.  cumstances,  rather  than  their  own  intrinsic 
D  5  merit: 
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merit :  inform  me  tlien  under  what 
powerful  patronage  or  lucky  incident  are 
your's  to  blossom,  and  bear  the  desired 
fruit?'' 

*'  Surely,  Madam,"  replied  Laura, ''the 
noble  relatives  of  Lord  Bellinghani  would 
not  disdain  to  promote  a  plan  which  has 
at  least  industry  and  humility  to  recom- 
mend it." 

Lady  Melville  shook  her  head. 

*'  That  you  are  little  acquainted  with 
the  sentiments  and  general  usages  of  the 
world,"  said  she,  *'  cannot  be  imputed  to 
you  as  a  fault ;  but  if  you  were  to  be 
permitted  to  make  trial  of  this  very  humble 
^nd  industrious  plan,  you  might  be  enabled 
to  gain  a  considerable  degree  of  experience  I 
The  family  of  Traherne  would  be  the  last 
beings  in  the  kingdom  to  patronize  your 
plebeian  undertaking ;  for,  as  they  now 
chuse  to  ev^de  formally  acknowledging 
you,  because  you  are  undistinguished  by 
those  sounding  appellations  they  profes- 
sedly venerate  and  bow  to,  they  would 
rather  repress  than  encourage  you,  lest 
they  might  madvertently  give  the  world 

to 
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to  suppose  they  tacitly  assented  to  the 
alliance  you  claimed,  and  abetted  even  a 
half  bred  scion  of  their  stock  in  degrading 
efforts  to  be  useful  to  others.  From  their 
disclaimino-  tone  and  withdrawing  hands, 
many  peo;;le  would  be  induced  to  form 
their  conduct  ;  and  you  would  have  ftdl 
leisure,  spite  of  your  industrious  plans,  to 
rue  your  ill  advised  humility!  But  may  I 
take  the  freedom  of  enquiring  in  what 
peculiar  style  you  mean  to  make  your 
dlbut  ? 

Laura,  dispirited  by  her  reasoning,  as 
well  as  mortined  by  the  air  of  derisioa 
that  accompanied  it,  sighed,  and  remained 
silent. 

'*  You  havT  not  perhaps  made  your 
decision,",  resumed  her  Ladyship:  *Met 
me  assure  you,  however,  tliat  you  will  not 
very  shortly  be  enabled  to  attempt  this 
heroic  and  sentimental  schem.e,  as  1  shall 
unfortunately  oppose  it  :  and  I  believe 
you  will  not  find  yourself  so  entncly 
exempted  from  my  auchority  as  you  may 
have  supposed.'' 

D-  &  Lady 
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Lady  Melville  now  rung,  and  enquired 
if  Mrs.  Maunder  had  left  the  house  :  and 
having  received  an  answer  that  she  was. 
then  departing,  she  thought  proper  to 
detain  Laura  in  her  dressing-room  upon 
some  frivolous  pretext,  until  she  was  well 
assured  Dolly  was  at  some  distance  from 
the  place ;  and  she  then  desired  her  to 
equip  herself  for  a  drive,  as  she  would 
leave  instructions  for  Lord  Glendarvon  to 
follow  them  if  perchance  he  arrived  du- 
ring their  airing. 

Laura  shuddered  at  the  idea  of  meeting 
him,  thus  supported  in  his  pretensions  by 
the  boasted  authority  of  Lady  Melville. 
On  reaching  her  own  apartment,  she 
wholly  forgot  the  purpose  for  which  she 
had  retired  thither ;  and,  reflecting  with 
anguish  and  apprehension  upon  her  open 
asser  ions,  and  yet  more  dreaded  insinua- 
tions, Laura  would  have  yielded  to  de- 
spair, but  that  she  hoped  her  own  repre- 
sentations, joined  to  those  of  Dolly,  might 
powerfully  awaken  the  compassion  of 
Mrs.    Hamilton,    and    be   the    means   of 

rescuing 
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rescuing  her  from  a  nusery,  of  which  she 
had  hitherto  only  conceived  a  faint  idea. 

Her  sentiments  of  Lady  Melville  now 
approached  to  detestation:  whilst  the  cool 
circumspection  of  manner,  and  the  deter- 
mined tone  in  which  her  will  and  her  in- 
tentions were  uttered,  inspired  Laura  with 
a  cruel  presentiment  that  she  would  find 
means  to  fulfil  them.  And  independent 
oi'this  terror,  to  be  the  perpetual  compa- 
nion of  a  being  so  inimical  to  her,  antl  be 
compelled  to  an  interchange  of  the  civili- 
ties and  courtesies  custom  prescribes,  was 
now  horrible  to  her  feelings. 

Lady  Melville's  woman  interrupted  the 
course  of  her  painful  ideas  by  offering 
her  immediate  services  ;  and  the  convic- 
tion that  Dolly  was  now  en  her  way  to 
London,  gave  Laura  courage  to  rejoin 
her  soi-disant  patroness,  who  had  been 
waiting  for  her  some  time,  the  attendant 
said. 

This  hint  accelerated  her  motions;  and 
having  hastily  made  the    requisite  addi- 
tions  to  her  dress,   she  returned    to 
apartment    where    she    had     left 

MeK.„.. 
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^lelville,  and  to  lier  extrei^e  surprise  and 
morr-fication,  btluid  it  occupied  hy  Lord 
Glendarvon  alone,  who  cauohi  jicr  band 
as  she  was  starting  back,  and  telliiig  lier 
tlie  Countess  was  writing  a  h  let,  insisted 
upon  being  favoured  with  her  society  ia 
the  intervab 

Too  much  digitated  to  attend  to  what  he 
said,  Laura  burst  from  him  ;  and  darling 
across  the  room,  entered  that  Nvliere  Lady 
Melville  was  composedly  seated  at  her 
secretaire, 

'*  What  is  the  occasion  of  this?"  de- 
manded she,  rather  appalled  by  the  pale 
and  terrified  aspect  of  Laura,  who  was  en- 
tirely unable  to  reply  ;  and  as  the  eyes  of 
the  Countess  required  information  of  Lord 
Glendarvon,  he  declared  he  was  in  a  pre- 
dicament to  advance  the  same  questian. 

*'  What  strange  folly  is  this  !"  exclaimed 
her  Ladyship, instantly  comprehending  tlie 
situation  of  Laura's  n)ind  :  **  recollect 
yourself.  Miss  Delaunie,  and  endeavour  to 
repress  these  silly  airs,  or  1  shall  be  seriously 
displeased-  1  have,"  she  added,  '^  most 
unexpectedly  letters  toansv/er,  and  I  must 

decline 
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decline  accompanyino*  you  in  the  vide  I 
proposed  ;  but  my  Lord  Gl^^ndarvon  v/IU 
perhaps  occupy  my  seat,  and  drive  you 
round  the  grounds/' 

*'  I  will  not  give  his  Lordship  that 
trouble,"  said  Laura  hastily  :  ^^  as  your 
Ladyship  is  not  disposed  to  go  out,  I  shall 
not  quit  the  house." 

*'Will  you  allow  me,  however, "  resumed 
Lady  Melville,  '^  to  conclude  the  letters, 
for  which  an  express  is  now  waiting  ?  I 
will  thank  you,  my  Lord,  to  conduct  Miss 
Delaunie  to  the  library." 

Laura,  discomposed,  chagrined,  and 
irritated,  gave  him  not  time  to  comply 
with  this  intimation  ;  but  darting  out  of 
the  room,  flew  up  the  stairs,  and  shutting 
herself  in  her  own  apartment,  wept  with 
vexation. 


CHAP. 
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iN  little  more  than  an  hour,  she  had  the 
satisfaction  of  observing  the  departure  of 
Lord  Glendarvon,  for  which  she  had  ear- 
nestly watched  ;  and  her  mind  becoming- 
more  composed  by  tlie  certainty  of  not 
being  obliged  to  meet  him  again  imme- 
diately, she  had  leisure  to  reflect  upon  the 
probable  increase  of  Lady  Melville's  dis- 
pleasure at  the  conduct  to  which  she  had 
been  irresistibly  impelled  by  aversion  and 
indignant  anger.  Laura  herself  now  con- 
demned it  as  improper,  and  injurious  to 
the  display  of  that  firmness  and  consis- 
tency, by  which  she  could  alone  hope  to 
discompose  the  calm  artifices  of  the  wily 
Countess :  and  she  experienced  upon  this 

occasion 
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occasion  the  very  wide  difference  between 
planning  any  peculiar  mode  of  conduct  in 
an  hour  of  unruffled  consideration,  and 
beiuG:  uro-ed  at  the  moment  bv  the  vehe- 
ment  impulse  of  strong  emotions. 

After  another  interval  Lady  Melville 
herself  tapped  at  the  door,  which  she  de- 
sired lier  to  open,  and  Laura  tremblingly 
obeyed. 

**  Indeed  you  conduct  yourself  in  a  most 
unprecedented  manner,  Miss  Delaunie  1" 
said  her  undesired  visitor.  **  Fisher  in- 
forms me  she  has  not  been  able  to  gain 
admission  to  you.  I  request  that  I  may 
not  hear  more  of  this  nonsensical  locking- 
up  business  !" 

She  then  motioned  to  her  to  leave  the 
apartment;  and  Laura  having  complied 
in  silence,  Lady  Melville  led  the  way  into 
the  library, 

'*  Your  behaviour  is  so  extremely 
childish  and  silly, "  said  her  Ladyship,  when 
they  were  seated,  *'.  that  I  had  almost  re- 
solved to  exclude  you  from  any  know- 
ledge of  the  trouble  I  am  taking  for  your 
benefit:    but  in  the  expectation  that  my 

decisions 
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decisions  respecting  you  will  influence 
your's,  I  will  comnuinicate  to  you  a  letter 
I  received  this  morning  from  your  guar- 
dian, assenting  to  your  residence  with  me 
for  six  months,  and  delegating  to  me  a 
power  of  accepting  or  rejecting  any  over- 
ture of  marriage  that,  nmy  be  made  to 
3*ou — relying  upon  my  friendship.  I  in- 
stantly replied  to  this  letter  by  mentioning 
your  engagement  to  Lord  Glendarvon — " 
Laura  started; — **and  as  the  settlements," 
pursued  Lady  Melville,  "in  which  I  shall 
take  care  of  your  interests,  will  be  goon 
expedited  by  my  friend  Mr.  Wilmer,  I 
advise  you,  Miss  Delaunie,  to  prepare 
your  mind  for  an  immediate  association 
M  ith  the  honours  to  which  you  are  des- 
tined." 

At  the  name  of  Mr.  Wilmer,  Lai/ra  felt 
her  bloocl  curdle,  and  she  was  unable  to 
reply. 

Lady  Melville  was  continuing  after  a 
pause,  in  which  she  beheld  with  secret 
triumph  the  consternation  and  confusion 
of  her  victim,    when  the  door   suddenly 

opened. 
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opened,  and  the  Marchioness  of  Bellhig- 
ham  rushed  in. 

"  Your  servants,  Madam,"  said  she, 
with  unassured  air,  "  are  either  uncoin- 
inonly  insolent,  or  so  rusticated,  that  they 
cannot  reply  properly  to  a  very  plain  de- 
mand. I  enquired  till  I  was  weary,  if  you 
were  disengaged  ;  and  as  I  was  not  a))le 
to  learn  it  of  your  people,  I  was  compelled 
to  this  abrupt  entrance." 

**  Laura,  are  you  here,  child?"  she 
added,  extending  her  hand,  which  Laura 
ahnost  mechanically  received :  and  as 
neither  the  deep  rouge  upon  the  chf  .k  of 
Lady  Bellinghani,  her  very  youthful  dress, 
or  her  careless  mien,  couid  conceal  the 
ravages  of  inquietude,  regret,  and  bitter 
self-condemnation,  Laura,  forgetting  the 
acrimony  she  had  displayed  at  their  last 
meeting,  and  remembering  only  her  early 
kindness,  burst  into  tears,  and  sobbed 
aloud. 

The  Marchioness,  who  was  fast  awaking 
from  the  long  dream  of  dissipation  in 
which  her  life  had  passed,  was  affected; 

but 
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but  unwilling  to  betraj'  a  sensibility  which 
remorse  only  had  lekinciied  in  her  once 
ingenuous  breast,  she  turned  to  her 
mother  with  an  hysteric  laugh,  and  asked 
if  the  girl  had  been  taking  lessons  of  sen- 
timent from  her. 

Lady  Melville  threw  up  her  eyes,  and 
uttered  a  deep  sigh. 

^'  Upon  my  word,  this  is  a  very  amus- 
ing panton/n-ne  !"  pursued  the  intruder. 
*' I  am  sorry  to  interrupt  it ;  but  as  I 
must  hurry  back  to  toM  n,  I  am  compelled 
to  advert  immediately  to  the  occasion  of 
my  coming.  I  Km,  Madan),  as  you  may 
perhaps  giHrss,  in  very  embarrassed  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  as,  from  your  taking 
this  elegant  place,  and  enlarging  your 
establishment,  which  I  find  you  have 
done,  I  may  naturally  conclude  you  are 
quite  in  cash,  I  must  beg  you  will  reim- 
burse me  the  remaining  three  hundred  of 
the  money  you  had  of  me  when  I  pledged 
my  jewels. " 

At  this  very  explicit  demand,  the 
abruptness  of  which  had  heen  urged  by 
the  conduct  of  Ladv  Melville's  servants, 

and 
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and  their  Lady's  exhibition  of  concern  and 
horror  at  the  appearance  of  the  luckless 
Emily,  Laura  was  struck  with  a  mixed 
emotion  of  disgust  and  terror  :  that  money 
thus  disgracefully  procured,  should  be 
thus  shared,  argued  on  the  part  of  the 
Countess,  general  debasement  as  a  woman, 
and  peculiar  depravity  as  a  parent;  and 
to  the  mind  of  Laura  still  further  illus- 
trated the  character  of  a  being  whom  she 
now  almost  considered  as  a  liend. 

The  aspect  of  Lady  Melville  evidently 
changed  at  the  close  of  the  sentence,  and 
in  a  voice  not  wholly  free  from  tremor, 
she  desired  Laura  to  withdraw  ;  who,  re- 
joicing to  escape  from  a  scene  where  her 
feelings  were  so  cruelly-wounded,  bowed 
in  silence  to  the  Marchioness,  and  quitted 
the  room. 

Laura  then  found  herself  oppressed  and 
almost  suffocated  by  conflicting  emotions; 
and  hastening  into  the  air  to  relieve  her 
labouring  respiration,  sought  a  retired 
walk  to  indulo-e  the  tears  that  asrain  burst 

o  o 

from  her  eyes. 

The 
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The  path  led  by  a  short  traverse  to  the 
river  side;  and  as  she  had  ahiiost  reached 
the  extent  of  it,  she  was  overtaken  by  a 
fellow  in  a  shabby  blue  jacket,  M'hose 
figure  startled  her. 

The  man,  well  interpreting  her  look  of 
surprise  and  alarm,  took  off  his  hat,  and 
informed  her  that  he  Avas  the  passage- 
boat-man,  and  had  brought  a  trunk  from 
the  city  for  one  of  the  gentlewomen.  He 
then  passed  on ;  and  Laura,  observing 
him  enter  his  boat, and  push  oif,  enquired 
with  sudden  eagerness  whither  he  was 
going. 

*'  Home,  my  Lady,"  replied  the  mnii. 

''  Where  do  you  live?"  demanded  she. 

'*  At  Barnes,  my  Lady." 

*^  You  are  not  then  going  to  London 
again  ?" 

*'  Bless  your  Ladyship,  no  !  I  shan't 
go  till  tide  serves  to-morrow." 

"  And  when  will  that  be?"  asked 
Laura. 

The  man  informed  her  ;  and  enquired 
if  she  had  any  parcel  or  errand  for  him. 

''  I  believe," 
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'^  I  believe,"  said  she,  hesitating — ''  I 
think  I  shall  have  one." 

**  Then  Imtocall  here,  my  Lady?" 

*^  No,"  she  replied  ;  ''I  am  not  certain 
of  it :  but  if  I  send  a'  letter  or  parcel  by 
you,  1  shall  be  at  these  stans  myself  when 
you  say  you  go  by." 

The  fellow,  nodding  significantly,  told 
her  in  an  altered  tone,  and  with  the  ap- 
pellation   of    Miss,     that    he    took    her 


ineanmg. 


^'  But  mayhap,"  added  he,  ^^  I  mayn't 
be  here  myself;  for  I  believe  I've  got  a 
job,  to  row  some  gentlefolks  to  Richmond 
in  my  wherry.  But  I  suppose  my  lad  and 
Tom  will  do  as  well  ;  I'll  order  them  not 
to, land,  but  to  keep  a  look-out  for  you, 
Miss." 

*'  How  shall  I  know  them?*'  demanded 
Laura,  with  a  perplexed  air. 

''  God  bless  your  soul!  whv  you'll 
know  the  boat  again,  won't  you  ?  You 
may  know  the  Charming  Sue  half  a  mile 
off: — here's  my  number,  you  see,  and  my 
name,  John.  Bentley ; — you  can't  be  otf 
spying  that  out." 

Laura 
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Laur'a  liaving  assiduously  reniaiked  the 
appearance  of  the  boat,  assented ;  and 
the  waterman  made  his  farewell  bows, 
leaving  her  agitated  by  a  half-formed  de- 
sign of  endeavouring  to  elude  the  usurped 
tyranny  of  the  dreaded  and  abhorred  Lady 
Melville. 

To  avoid  any  suspicion  of  having  had 
an  interview  with  Mr.  John  Bentley, 
Laura  now  returned  to  the  house  in  a  dif- 
ferent direction,  and  was  met  in  the  hall 
by  the  Marchioness,  who  was  passing  to 
her  carriage,  which  was  so  far  from  bearing 
any  marks  of  her  former  splendour,  that 
it  was  evidently  a  hired  one,  of  a  very 
second-rate  appearance. 

The  countenance  of  Lady  Bellingham 
M^as  inflamed  with  anger  and  resentment; 
and  not  observing  any  attendant  in  wait- 
ing to  let  her  out,  her  indignation  broke 
forth. 

**  Laura,"  exclaimed  she,  in  a  voice 
faltering  with  contending  passions,  "  if 
you  remain  in  the  house  of  this  vile,  un- 
feeling woman,  you  are  undone!  Siie  has 
formed    a   plan    to    sell    you    to    Lord 

Gkndarvon 
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Glendarvon,  after  having,  as  I  have  lately 
heard,  robbed  you  of  your  fortune  !  Me 
she  has  plundered  of  many  thousands,  and 
now  refuses  to  acknowledge  a  poor  paltry 
share  of  the  debt,  when  my  lavish  fally 
lias  reduced  me  thus  to  sue  for  it ! — at 
least,  with  her  accustomed  artifice,  she 
endeavours  to  evade  ^ any  payment  until 
your  sacrifice  is  consummated :  and  she 
^  has  had  the  audacity  to  tell  me  she  should 
then  gain  possession  of  your  ten  thousand 
pounds,  relying  upon  my  ignorance  of 
her  having  long  ago  seized  and  dissipated 
it.  But  I  have  treated  her  promise  and 
herself  with  the  contempt  they  deserve, 
and  the  face  of  her  injured  daughter  she 
shall  never  niore  behold  !'* 

These  last  words  were  not  uttered  with- 
out tears  of  strong  emotion  ;  and  Laura 
transfixed  to  the  spot,  saw  her  hastily  quit 
the  house,  and  fly  to  her  chariot,  without 
the  power  of  articulating  a  syllable,  or 
bidding  her  a  long  and  last  adieu. 

She  had  not  recovered  from  her  stupor, 
when  Mrs.  Fisher  ran  into  the  hall,  and 
looking  round  her  with  a  mien  of  enquir}', 

VOL,    IV.  E  at 
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at  length  asked  Laura  if  the  Marchioness 
"Nvere  gone. 

'*  Yes,  I  beheve  so,"  rephed  she,  en- 
deavouring to  conceal  the  confusion  she 
was  in. 

*'  My  Lady  is  afraid  she  is  out  of  her 
mind,"  resumed  Mrs.  Fisher:  *'  pray. 
Ma'am,  did  she  speak  to  you?" 

''  To  me!"  repeated  Laura,  who  in- 
stantly conceived  that  this  question  was 
dictated  by   Lady    Melville:    ''  yes,  she 

said  something — in  a  low   voice but 

I she  rushed  forward  with  such  quick- 
ness, that  I  was  frightened  !" 

*'  I  am  quite  sure  she  is  beside  herself," 
observed  Mrs.  Fisher  :  ^^  you  didn't  hear 
-what  she  said  then,  Ma'am  ?*' 

'*  No,"  replied  Laura,  who  now  found 
she  must  of  necessity  outrage  the  truth, 
or  subject  herself  perhaps  to  confinement 
or  observation.  **The  Marchioness  spoke 
very  indistinctly,  and  in  a  low  tone ;  but 
lier  manner  alarmed  me  greatly : — I  fear 
indeed  she  is  deranged  1" 

*'    That's    very    certain,"    said    Mrs. 
Fisher,  with  great  alacrity:   ''  indeed  she 

has 
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has  almost  killed  my  poor  Lady  ! — Won't 
you  go  to  my  Lady,  and  comfort  her, 
Ma'am  ?  for  her  Ladyship  is  crying 
sadly  1" 

**  I  am  too  much  shocked  myself,"  re- 
plied Laura,  *^  to  afford  Lady  Melville  any 
consolation  :  I  must  endeavour  to  recover 
iny  composure  before  I  approach  her  Lady- 
ship, or  my  inquietude  will  only  irritate 
her  griefs." 

She  then  passed  on,  and  with  trembling 
«teps  gained  her  apartment,  where  she  in- 
stantly revolved  her  previous  plan  of  flying 
from  the  treachery,  which  the  unhappy 
Marchioness  had  so  strongly  corroborated. 
The  horror  and  aversion  of  Laura  were 
now  at  their  height;  and  she  recollected 
many  instances  that  happened  under  her 
observation,  M'hen  a  child,  to  confirm  the 
assertion  of  Lady  Bellingham,  that  she  had 
been  plundered  by  her  mother. 

''  What  then  am  I  to  expect  from  her 
hands  !"  exclaimed  Laura:  **OhGod! 
let  me. fly,  let  me  quit  her  guilty  dwelling, 
and  deplore  with  tears  of  bitter  repen- 
tance, that  I  was  induced  by  any  neces- 
E  2  sity 
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sity  to  become  her  wretched  and  despised 
inmate !" 

'  The  method  of  her  escape  now  occupied 
Ler  thoughts  ;  she  feared  lest  Lady  Mel- 
ville might  unfortunately  detain  her  in 
the  house  at  the  very  moment  the  boat 
might  pass  :  but  even  if  this  should  hap- 
pen, she  resolved  to  venture  into  any 
other  that  might  present  itself,  and  would 
receive  her,  or  wander  on  foot  to  London, 
rather  than  remain  in  the  power  of  so  de- 
testable a  woman. 

For  the  first  time  it  now  occurred  to 
Ler  that  she  had  parted  with  all  her 
money  to  Dolly  :  and  this  recollection 
struck  her  with  anguish  and  despair,  as 
she  could  not  even  pay  the  boatman  for 
conveying  her  to  town.  But  after  much 
painful  reflection  upon  this  unlucky  cir- 
cumstance, she  at  length  determined  that 
it  should  not  prevent  the  effort  she  meant 
to  make,  since  the  man,  in  consideration 
of  his  knowledge  of  the  household  from 
whence  he  took  her,  might  be  induced  to 
credit  any  excuse  she  might  form,  to 
defer  the  payment  of  his  fare. 

Laura 
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Laura  now  sought  for  the  plainest  and 
least  distinguishable  garments  she  pos- 
sessed, which,  with  a  large  bonnet  that 
generally  sheltered  her  froai  the  sun,  she 
laid  apart  to  wear  the  next  day  ;  and  thea 
sat  with  all  the  calmness  she  could  ob- 
tain, to  consider  if  there  were  any  other 
precaution  sbeougiit  to  take,  to  give  her- 
self the  best  chance  of  escaping  detection. 

The  report  of  Mrs.  Fisher  had  satisfied 
her  Lady;  who  not  being  then  anxious 
to  examine  Laura  herself  upon  the  sub- 
ject that  had  alarmed  her,  sent  her  a  mes- 
sage  by  her  woman,  importing  that  she 
must  not  await  her  at  the  dinner  table,  as 
Lady  Melville  was  too  much  affected  at 
what  had  happened,  to  appear  until  she 
had  composed  herself  for  some  hours. 

In  fact  the  conscience  of  her  Ladyship, 
alarmed  by  the  situation  and  reproaches 
of  her  daughter,  would  not  immediately 
permit  her  to  meet  without  considerable 
remorse,  the  victim  wliose  almost  inevi- 
table misery  she  was  now  planning,  urged 
on  by  the  base  and  unjust  gratitication  of 
an  ambition  to  live  in  a  style  which  she 
E   d  believed 
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believed  to  enchain  the  respect  and  eon^ 
sideration  of  the  world,  by  a  busy  and 
intriguing  spirit  that  goaded  her  to  action, 
and  a  vicious  pride,  that  would  not  allow 
her  patiently  to  sink  into  passive  unim- 
portance!— These  were  the  sources  of  all 
her  chicanery,  injustice,and  inhumanity — 
the  ruin  of  the  once  innocent  and  amiable 
Lady  Emily  Melville,  the  aggravated  mi- 
sery of  Mrs.  Rothemere,  and  the  intended 
sacrifice  of  her  hapless  daughter  ! 

Very  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  Laura, 
she  beheld  her  not  through  the  day,  which 
she  passed  with  as  much  composure  and 
as  little  impatience  as  possible,  in  her  own 
dressing-room. 

In  the  evening  her  intended  evasion 
was  rendered  more  practicable  and  as- 
sured to  her  imagination,  because  she  ac- 
cidentally found  behind  the  mirror  upon 
her  toilet,  two  shillings  and  some  half- 
pence wrapped  in  paper,  which  she  recol- 
lected to  be  the  change  out  of  a  little 
commission,  executed  for  her  by  one  of 
the  servants. 

This 
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This  imexpected  resource,  slender  as  it 
vas,  gave  her  confidence  ;  and  through 
-the  whole  night  she  thought  with  alternate 
exultation  and  fear,  that  on  the  next 
most ,  probably  she  should  not  lay  her 
head  under  the  abhorred  roof  of  Lady 
Melville. 

When  her  borrowed  attendant  tapped 
at  lier  door  in  the  morning,  the  trembling 
eagerness  of  Laura  had  precluded  the  ne- 
cessity of  her  assistance,  for  she  was  al- 
ready dressed :  and  shortly  after  the 
woman  brought  a  request  from  Lady  Mel- 
■ville,  that  she  would  take  her  breakfast 
Avithout  her ;  and  the  intimation  Avas 
gladly  obeyed. 

When  the  solitary  repast  was  ended,  to 
"Wihicli  Laura  was  too  much  agitated  to  do 
honour,  her  wishes  yet  more  ardently 
urged  forward  the  stealing  foot  of  Time  ; 
but  she  had  even  now  some  hours  to  wait 
for  that  important  one  appointed  by  the 
boatman  :  and  as  the  m.oments  passed 
heavily  on,  and  listless  apprehension  suc- 
ceeded in  rotation  to  the  liveliness  of  hope, 
"which  is  generally  supported  by  action,  and 
E  A  relaxed 
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relaxed  by  siipineness,  Laura  felt  the  mi- 
sery of  anxious  suspense  in  its  full  force, 
because  she  was  not  compelled  to  dissipate 
it  by  employment ;  and  any  voluntary 
exertion  of  her  mind,  except  upon  the 
sino'le  point  that  engrossed  it,  she  found 
impossible. 

Already  had  she  passed  in  review  more 
than  once,  the  many  accidents  that  might 
prevent  tlie  accomplishment  of  her  plan, 
and  others  still  more  to  be  dreaded,  M'hich 
might  return  her,  after  a  partial  success, 
into  the  power  of  Lady  Melville,  from 
whom  she  could  not  then  have  any  mercy 
to  expect ;  and  her  courage  and  resolution 
^vere  fast  sinking  into  a  despondency  that 
urged  her  not  to  pursue  an  intention,  now 
appearing  to  her  timid  imagination  too 
hardy  and  difficult  of  execution,  when  the 
sight  of  Mr.  Wilmer  advancing  towards 
the  house,  revived  with  all  their  energy 
her  horrors  and  antipathy,  and  w^ith  them 
her  resolution  to  depart  at  every  event. 

As  she  traversed  her  apartment, awaiting 
with  renovated  ardour  the  moment  of  her 
escape,  she  suddenly  recollected  the  friendly 

letter 
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letter  of  Fanny  Meedon,  and  started  at  the 
idea  of  leaving  it  behind  her;  as  she 
had  now  httle  faith  in  the  security  of  a 
lock  against  the  curiosity  and  indignation 
of  Lady  MelviUe,  when  she  should  dis- 
cover her  escape. 

This  fortunate  remembrance  procured 
her  employment  for  some  time ;  for  she 
looked  over  and  arranged  her  escritoir, 
placing  those  papers  she  Vvished  to  pre- 
serve, about  her  person  :  amongst  these 
were  the  letters  of  her  mother  to  Lady 
Melville,  and  that  of  Miss  Meedon  with 
the  well-recollected  lines  on  the  cover,  the 
writer  of  which  she  ardently  wished  to 
ascertain  ;  for  though  their  import  seemed 
to  declare  that  they  were  dictated  by  St. 
Orme,  he  had,  if  so,  employed  another 
hand  to  trace  them. 

At  length  the  time  mentioned  by  John 
Eentley,  whose  name  Laura  had  often  un- 
consciously repeated  to  herself,  approached, 
and  Mr.  Vv'ilmer  had  not  departed.  She 
had  not  received  any  summons  from  Lady 
Melville  ;  and  hoping  they  were  deeply  en- 
gaged in  their  nefarious  schemes  and 
E  5  consultations, 
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consultations,  she  stole  into  the  shrubbery 
'w^ith  her  bonnet  drawn  over  her  face,  and 
wrapped  up  as  much  as  possible  in  a  man- 
ner to  conceal  her  figure.  She  had  ob- 
served that  Lady  Melville  affected  to  ac- 
coutre herself  in  the  same  style  when  she 
took  her  matinal  walks;  and  she  hoped 
therefore,  that  she  should  herself  appear 
the  less  remarkable  to  her  people,  should 
they  perchance  perceive  her  :  and  had  she 
encountered  any  one,  to  whom  she  would 
have  thought  it  prudent  to  account  for 
her  unusual  mode  of  dress,  she  meant  to 
have  complained  of  a  cold  and  headach. 
Laura  reached  the  Viver  side  howevTr  by 
the  same  path  she  had  taken  the  preceding 
day,  witI>out  meeting  a  single  being,  and 
eagerly  glancing  her  eyes  around,  beheld 
several  boats,  but  upon  a  move  accurate 
survey,  not  the  particular  one  she  sought. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  V. 


JL  HE  tide  flowed  towards  London,  and 
that  had  been  one  of  the  signals  of  the 
waterman  for  expecting  him. 

*'  I  am  too  late  P'  sighed  Laura  ;  *'  I 
should  have  ventured  hither  sooner  1'* 

At  length,  however,  after  some  mo- 
ments of  extreme  inquietude  and  disap- 
pointment, round  a  winding  of  the  river 
appeared  a  patched  and  dirty  sail ;  and  in  a 
few  succeeding  minutes  she  recognised  the 
Charming  Sue,  en  board  which  were  two 
lads,  to  wliom  she  beckoned. 

They  steered  instantly  for  the  steps  on 
which  she  stood  ;  and  Laura  in  gaining 
the  boat,  very  nearly  fell  into  the  river, 
from  eagerness  and  trepidation. 

e6  ^'Arn^t 
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'*  Arn't  we  to  wait  for  a  parcel  ?"  asked 
one  of  tlie  youths. 

'^  No,  no,'*  returned  Laura,  almost 
breathless;    '*  I  am  going  myself." 

*'We  arn't  to  stop  for  any  thing  more 
then?" 

'*  Oh  nO;  no! — pray  gO;  I  am  in 
haste  r 

They  very  deliberately  obeyed ;  and 
Laura  now  for  the  first  time  perceived  that 
she  had  for  a  fello^v™ voyager,  a  very  clean 
and  decent  young  woman,  who  had  civilly 
given  up  the  most  convenient  seat,  and 
endeavoured  very  respectfully  to  accom- 
modate her  r  but  slie  was  too  much  agi- 
tated to  thank  the  girl  immediately,  and 
could  only  watcli  the  receding  vie'.v  of  the 
place  she  had  quitted  in  an  agony  of  per- 
turbation, scarcely  yet  mingled  with  any 
degree  of  joy.  But  when  the  grounds  and 
the  most  distant  prospect  of  the  hated 
mansion  had  entirely  disappeared,  Laura 
began  to  breathe  in  fieedi)m;  and  to  turn 
her  thoughts  tov/ards  the  -most  easy  me- 
thod of  reaching  the  house  of  Mrs.  Hamil- 
ton 5    though  even  there  she  feared  Lady 

Melville 
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Melville   with    her    pretended    authority 
mio'ht  follow  her. 

Aft^r  much  consideration,  she  ])elieved 
it  w^ould  be  more  safe  to  hide  herself  from 
her  immediate  pursuit  at  the  hun:ible  and 
unknown  dwelling  of  Mrs.  Forster,  the 
faithful  servant  of  her  mother,  whose  ad- 
dress she  had  in  her  reserved  papers,  from 
which  she  now  took  it,  and  placed  it 
singly  and  carefully  by  itself,  again  to 
resort  to  if  necessar3^ 

She  had  then  leisure  to  observe  lier  fe- 
male companion,  whose  countenance 
pleased  her ;  and  after  some  hesitation, 
she  enquired  where  she  quitted  the  boat. 

^'  At  Chelsea,  Ma'am/'  said  the  young 
wonian. 

*'  Chelsea  !"  repeated  Laura,  with 
marks  of  disappointment  in  her  counte- 
nance :  ^' that  is  before  we  reach  Lon- 
don }" 

''  Yes,  Ma'am,"  replied  the  girl;  ''bdt 
Vm  going  to  London,  only  I  shall  call  at 
my  sister's  at  Pimlico,  and  then  go  rlglit 
across  the  Park  into  Piccadilly." 

Laura    felt   greatly    reassured    by    thi$ 

intelligence, 
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intelligence,  and  secretly  resolved  to  ob- 
tain, if  possible,  the  permission  of  the 
young  woman  to  accompany  her  ;  but  she 
had  not  at  that  moment  sufficient  confi- 
dence to  make  the  proposal. 

The  boat  appeared  to  her  to  move  very^ 
slowly  ;  and  every  place  they  approached, 
she  eagerly  enquired  if  that  were  Chelsea. 
At  length,  however,  when  her  patience 
and  her  spirits  were  nearly  exhausted,  they 
approached  some  steps,  and  the  young- 
woman  prepared  to  land.  Laura  then, 
assailed  by  the  apprehension  of  being  left 
only  with  the  two  lads,  hastily  declared 
that  she  would  likewise  quit  the  boat. 

Having  paid  what  was  demanded  for 
her  passage,  she  told  the  girl  she  wished 
to  go  into  Piccadilly;  but  as  she  was  un- 
acquainted with  the  way,  entreated  that 
she  might  be  allowed  to  walk  with  her. 

To  this  proposition  the  young  woman, 
after  a  momentary  hesitation,  assented  ; 
and  then  putting  on  her  pattens,  and 
taking  a  large  bundle  under  one  arm,  and 
holding  something  tied  up  in  a  coarse 
blue  checked  handkerchief  in  the  other, 

she 
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she  set  forward  with  hasty  strides,  observ- 
ing that  she  was  afeard  there  was  going 
for  to  be  a  shower. 

*^It  an't  very  clean  under  foot  now," 
added  she  :  *^  and  I  can't  help  thinking, 
Ma'am,  your  feet  will  soon  be  v/et  through 
with  those  thin  shoes,  without  pattens  nor 
nothing." 

Laura  cared  little,  however,  for  the  ap- 
prehended shower,  or  the  dampness  of  the 
ground,  provided  she  could  hasten  for- 
ward ;  and  this  she  intimated  to  her  com- 
T)anion,  the  creak i no*  of  whose  leather 
stays,  and  the  clinking  of  whose  pattens, 
were  musical  sounds  to  her  ear,  ""' 

As  they  advanced,  she  again  looked  at 
tlie  address  of  Mrs.  Forster,  and  asked  the 
girl  if  John-Street,  Oxford  Road,  were 
near  Piccadilly. 

**  Lord  bless  me,  no,  Ma'am  !"  replied 
she  :  '*  it's  ever  such  a  way  oif ;  and  Lm 
sure  you  don't  look  as  if  you  could  walk 
so  far." 

**  Oh  yes,  I  can, "cried  Laura,  eagerly  : 
••but  are  you  not  proceeding  further  than 
into  Piccadilly  ?'* 

'*  Lm 
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''  I'm  going  to  ])lace, "  returned  tire 
young  woman,  ''in  Charles  Street,  Berke- 
ley Square,  to  a  lady  who  has  hired  ine  as 
kitchen-maid:  so  if  you  please,  ]\Ia'am, 
you  can  walk  with  me  to  there,  and  then 
any  child  may  find  their  way  into  Ox- 
"ford  Street — but  it's  a  long  cut  for  all 
that  1" 

This  declaration  rather  alarmed  Laura, 
who  felt  such  assurance  in  the  protection 
the  society  of  this  girl  seemed  to  afford 
her,  that  she  dreaded  to  part  with  her : 
and  to  completelier  inquietude,  she  began 
to  feel  the  awkwardness  of  introducing 
herself  thus  abruptly  to  Mrs.  Forster,  and 
claiming  an  asylum  in  her  house,  when  it 
might  be  inconvenient  to  herself,  and  dis- 
pleasing to  her  husband,  of  whose  temper 
and  disposition  she  knew  nothing. 

Under  the  impression  of  this  an:viety; 
she  considered  whether  it  v/ould  not  be 
better  to  venture  to  the  house  of  Mrs. 
Hamilton;  but  the  fear  of  net  finding 
either  herself  or  Mr.  Hamilton  at  liome, 
and  in  their  absence,  of  being  seized  and 
reclaimed   by  Lady  Melville,  who  would,. 

she 
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she  believed,  immediately  seek  her  there, 
deterred  her  :  besides,  that  the  distance 
between  Berkeley  Square  and  the  habita-, 
tion  of  her  friends,  appeared  to  her  recol- 
lection immense ;  and  to  John  Street, 
therefore,  she  resolved  to  bend  her  steps. 

Laura  and  her  companion  had  no\r 
reached  a  neat  row  of  liouses  on  a  sort  of 
terrace,  at  one  of  which  the  young  woman 
stopped ;  and  being  embarrassed  how  to 
ring  the  bell  whilst  holding  her  bundles, 
Laura  took  charge  of  the  checked  hand- 
kerchief and  its  contents. 

The  summons  to  attend  the  door,  was 
answered  by  a  dirty-looking  servant  girl, 
who  hailed  the  other  with  the  exclamation 
of — '*  Lord,  Bet,  why  1  didn't  think  to 
sec  you  till  Friday  1" 

'^  I'm  sent  for  in  a  hurry,"  replied  Bet: 
tlien  observing  that  her  sister  regarded 
Laura  with  curiosity — ''This  young  gen- 
tlewoman," she  added,  "  comed  in  the 
boat  with  me  ;  and  as  she  doesn't  know 
her  way  rightly,  she's  walked  with  me.— 
]\riss, Lm  sure  1  beg  your  paidon  — I  didn't 
think  of  the  handkerchief!" 

And 
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And  she  offered  to  resume  it ;  but 
Laura,  vhose  conscience  had  smitten  her 
for  sometime  past,  for  receiving  so  consi'- 
derable  a  benefit  from  this  girl,  without 
attempting  to  relieve  her  of  a  small  part 
of  her  load,  would  not  allow  her :  and  with 
many  acknov/ledgments,  after  a  long  gos- 
sip with  her  sister,  Bet  again  set  forward, 
very  much  pleased  that  she  could  now 
shift  her  more  unwieldy  bundle  from  one 
arm  to  the  other. 

They  had  scarcely  entered  the  Park 
however,  before  the  wind  rose  in  sudden 
gusts ;  and  a  heavy  shower  descending  in 
an  oblique  direction,  pelted  them  severely 
in  the  face.  Laura  was  in  five  minutes 
wet*  through  her  clothes ;  and  the  storm 
increasing,  still  more  incommoded  and 
terrified  her  ;  for  the  violence  of  the  wind 
almost  raised  her  from  the  earth,  and  it 
was  only  by  repeated  struggles  she  could 
recover  her  breath :  her  shoes  were  so 
completely  soaked,  that  they  either  clung 
miserably  to  her  chilled  feet,  or  appeared 
to  be  slipping  from  them. 

/*  Goodness  gracious!"  exclaimed  the- 

young 
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young  woman,  *'  I  wish  you  liad  a  pair  of 
pattens,  or  clogs,  or  something ;  it  makes 
a  body  shiver  to  hear  you  pat- patting  in 

those   tiny    slippers,    Miss ! Lauk    a 

mighty!"  she  resumed,  *'  you'll  catch 
your  death,  I  do  think  ! — wliy  here's  my 
thick  cloak  almost  wet  through  1" 

Laura  made  no  reply  :  indeed  she  w^as 
not  quite  able  to  make  herself  heard  in 
the  din  of  the  storm  ;  and  after  a  fruitless 
effort,  was  content  to  remain  silent. 

At  leno'th  she  found  herself  in  Picca- 
dilly.  and  the  rain  had  almost  ceased  ;  but 
she  was  cold,  dispirited,  drag^gled,  and 
forlorn  ;  and  had  she  seen  a  hackney- 
coach,  would  have  entered  it,  even  though 
she  believed  she  had  not  money  sufficient 
to  discharge  it.  She  reflected  too  wnth 
horror,  that  she  must  now  soon  part  with 
her  associate,  and  pursue  her  way  alone, 
and  she  shuddered  at  the  idea:  whilst 
Betty,  observing  that  her  companion  was 
very  much  gazed  at,  and  her  dirty  la- 
mentable appearance,  and  blue  checked 
handkerchief  commented  upon,  began  to 
be  alarmed  about   her  character,  and  the 

conclusions 
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conclusions  that  might  be  drawn,  were  she 
to  be  been  with  her. 

Resuming  her  bundle  therefore,  wliick 
Laura  v/as  not  sorry  to  relinquish,  Mrs. 
Betty  made  the  best  of  her  way  up  Half- 
nK)on-Street,  leaving  her  to  follow  as  ex- 
peditiously as  she  cpuld  ;  and  ere  Laura 
was  aware  of  her  having  reached  her  place 
of  destination,  the  girl  wishing  her  a  good 
afternoon,  pushed  open  an  iron  door  in  a 
palisade,  and  tripped  nimbly  down  the 
area-stairs. 

Her  sudden  disappearance  was  like  a 
thunderbolt  to  the  unfortunate  Laura, 
who,  having  stood  for  a  few  seconds  en- 
tirely motionless,  and  finding  herself  an 
object  of  laughter  to  some  footmen  who 
were  standing-  round  the  door  of  a  nei^^h- 
bouring  house,  at  length  passed  hastily  on 
she  knew  not  whither,  and  very  soon  per- 
ceived that  she  was  in  Berkeley-Square. 

The  sun  now  again  emerged  from  the 
breaking  clouds,  and  the  streets  beginning 
to  be  dry,  rendered  lier  splashed  and  drag- 
gled garments  the  more  remarkable:  yet 
still  she  beheld  not  either  hackney-coacli 

or 
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or  chair,  to  shelter  herself  from  observ^ation. 
Her  distress  increased  every  moment,  and 
ere  she  left  the  Square,  she  had  resolved 
to  draw  her  bonnet  completely  over  her 
izce,  and  call  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  iVIeedon, 
which  was  not  a  hundred  paces  from  it, 
and  wait  in  the  hall  until  Fanny  was  called 
out  to  her  :  her  heart  palpitated  violently 
af  the  idea  of  being  perhaps  discovered  by 
some  one  of  the  household,  but  she  could 
no  longer  support  her  own  apprehensions, 
and  the  impertinent  gaze  of  every  one  that 
passed  her. 

To  her  extreme  mortification,  there  was 
a  carriage  at  the  door  of  her  late  habita- 
tion, which  \v-as  open,  and  garnished  as 
usual  with  half  a  dozen  very  idle  and  pro- 
portionably  insolent  lackeys,  who  sturdily 
kept  their  ground,  though  they  saw  that 
she  wished  to  pass. 

Laura,  frightened  and  abashed  at  the 
steady  and  sneering  impertinence  of  their 
regards,  raised  the  knocker,  which  she 
suffered  to  fall  in^  a  single  tap;  and  at 
this  signal  of  her  humble  situation,  one  of 
the  fellows  demanded  of  her,  by  the  ap- 
pellation of  his  draggled  dear,  whom  she 

wanted 
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wanted  to  speak  to,  and  what  was  her 
business. 

Shocked  at  the  insults  to  which  she 
now  felt  herself  liable,  Laura  hastily 
pushed  by  him,  and  entered  the  hall :  but 
110  one  thought  proper  to  answer  so  modest 
a  summons  to  the  door;  and  in  an  agony 
t)f  perturbation;  she  awaited  the  appear- 
ance of  James,  the  boy,  by  whom  she 
hoped  to  gain  the  notice  of  IMiss  Meedon, 
without  being  discerned  or  recognised  by 
any  of  the  family. 

Almost  five  minutes  had  elapsed,  ap- 
pearing to  Laura  five  hours,  and  still  no 
servant  belonging  to  tlie  house  approached^ 
she  would  have  knocked, or  rung  the  gate 
bell,  but  the  dread  of  encountering  the 
insolence  of  the  footmen  round  the  entry, 
■deterred  her  ;  when  one  of  them  advanc- 
ing towards  her,  informed  her  with  a  cor- 
roborating oath,  that  he  had  betted  a 
crown  she  was  handsome. 

'*  So  hold  back  your  d — mn — d  bon- 
net," added  he,  ^*  and  let's  see  if  I'm  not 
on  the  right  side  of  the  post." 

At  this  address  Laura  would  have  flown 

3  ^P 
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:up  the  stairs  to  avoid  the  apprehended  in- 
sult, had  she  not  beheld  the  younger 
Embleton  descending  them,  who  caught  a 
view  of  her  face  as  in  her  perturbation  she 
raised  it,  m  the  ahiiost  unconscious  hope 
that  tlie  step  she  heard  was  that  of  her 
friend. 

*^  Good  God!  Miss  Delaunier'  ex- 
claimed the  astonished  Matilda.  Then 
turnino;  suddenly  back,  and  hastening: 
towards  the  dressing-room  of  her  sister, 
**  Here  is  Miss  Delaunie!"  resumed  she, 
***  such  an  object ! — I  really  believe  she  is 
€ome  on  a  begging  plan  !" 

On  hearing  this  apostrophe,  which  in 
fact  was  rather  meant  for  the  ear  of  Laura 
than  that  of  Miss  Embleton,  regardless  of 
impediments  or  consequences,  she  rushed 
into  the  street,  and  walking  without  any 
other  reflection  than  the  wish  of  escaping 
the  further  inspection  of  the  society,  from 
which  she  Avas  conscious  poor  Fanny 
could  not  have  protected  her,  she  found 
herself  in  two  minutes  in  a  street,  which 
from  the  appearance  of  it,  she  feared  was 
Bond  Street.     To   ascertain    this  conjec- 

turCj 


96  THE    WIFE    AND 

tare,  she  looked  up  at  a  turning  for  the 
name,  when  a  gentleman  who  was  crossing, 
gazed  earnestly  at  her,  and  suddenly 
stopped. 

Laura  had  not  observed  his  counte- 
nance; but  in  extreme  confusion  walked 
forward,  without  passing  either  to  the 
right  or  left.  Slie  Avas  now  famt  and 
weary,  her  bosom  th.robbed  with  agony, 
and  her  head  v/as  giddy  and  painful;  and 
when  she  believed  herself  entirely  past  the 
observation  of  the  person  wdio  had  so  sus- 
pioiousfy  regarded  her,  she  began  to  con- 
sider that  it  was  impossible  she  should 
reach  the  desired  place  of  refuge,  unless 
she  enquired  the  way  to  it:  but  to 
address  herself  to  a  passing  stranger,  was 
a  task  her  timidity  prevented  her  from 
accomplishing  for  some  time :  yet  at  length 
the  street  in  which  she  was, terminated  by 
another  in  a  transverse  direction,  and  she 
was  compelled  to  do  this,  or  take  the 
chance  of  wandering  exactly  contrary  to 
the  way  she  wished  to  go. 

The  idea  was  terrible  to  her,  for  it  was 
between  five  and  six  o'clock,  the  hemi- 
sphere 
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Sphere  was  again  darkened  by  lieavy 
clouds;  she  still  beheld  not  a  single  hack 
unoccupied,  and  knew  not  how  far  she 
niiirht  vet  have  to  M-alk,  whilst  her  limbs 
already  trembled  with  fatigue,  cold,  and 
inquietude.  At  this  moment  she  was  en- 
couraged to  make  tlie  necessary  enquiry, 
by  the  good-humoured  countenance  of  a 
fat  woman,  who  was  standing  at  her  shop- 
door  :  and  from  her  Laura  heard  with  de- 
light that  the  place  before  her  was  Oxford 
Street,  and  if  she  crossed  over  and  turn- 
ed to  her  right,  she  could  not  avoid  see- 
ing John  Street. 

With  revived  alacrity  slie  followed  these 
instructions  ;  but  her  satisfaction  was  ra- 
>  ther  abated  on  discovering  that  she  was 
followed  by  the  gentleman  she  had  re- 
marked in  Bond  Street,  whose  figure  she 
caught  a  glimpse  of,  in  turning  rather 
suddenly. 

Her  timidity  was  now  again  alarmed, 
and  only  the  near  prospect  of  a  friendly 
Iiaven  supported  her  unassured  steps :  with 
transport,  such  as  she  scarcely  yet  had 
ever  known,   she  at  length   beheld  at  a 

VOL.  IV.  F  turniuii- 
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turning  the  inscription  she  sought ;  but 
her  attendant  was  now  ahiiost  immediately 
by  her  side.  Laura  thought  lie  was  me- 
ditating to  accost  her;  she  hastened  her 
pace,  and  he  likewise  quickened  his : 
shocked  and  terrified,  she  cast  her  eyes 
"with  wild  eagerness,  now  on  tliis  side, 
now  on  the  opposite  one,  for  the  name  of 
Forster,  and  at  length  it  met  her  sight 
over  the  door  of  a  small  shop.  Laura 
exerted  her  remaining  strength  to  push  it 
open,  and  entering  the  place  in  breathless 
disorder,  staggered  a  few  paces,  and  fell. 

A  woman,  who  was  working  behind  the 
counter,  started  up  with  an  exclamation 
of — "What's  the  matter?,"  and  observing 
the  miserable  plight  of  the  intruder,  and 
that  she  was  apparently  pursued  by  a 
fashionable  looking  young  man,  she  called 
loudly  upon  her  husband  to  come  down 
stairs  ;  whilst  the  culprit,  by  whom  her 
compassionate  indignation  had  been 
awakened,  without  attending  to  her  out- 
cries, seized  the  senseless  Laura,  and- 
pushing  the  bonnet  from  her  face,  it 
slipped  entirely  from  her  head ;  and  the 

good 
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good  woman  beholding  her  inani:r,ate 
features,  uttered  a  loud  shriek,  and 
snatchhig  her  from  tlie  arms  of  her  sup- 
porter— 

'^  Get  out  of  my  way  ! — get  out  of  my 
house !"  she  ejaculated  hi  a  tempest  of 
rao;e,    *^  or  I  shall  do  vou  some  mischief." 

* '  Do  you  then  know  this  young  lady  ?" 
asked  the  offender. 

**  Know  her;  dear  creature  !''  repeated 
Mrs.  Forster  in  a  softened  accent ;  then 
suddenly  raising  her  voice  to  a  pitch  little 
short  of  screaming — ^'  Get  out  of  mv 
house,"  she  added,  ^'  you  barbarous  vil- 
lain,  or  I  shall  certainly  murder  you  !" 

Mr.  Forster  now  rushing  into  the  shop, 
demanded  the  occasion  of  her  anger  and 
distress. 

*'  Look  here,  John,"  she  continued; 
**  here's  my  Miss  Delaunie  killed  between 
-*em  all!" 

Whilst  John,  who  Avas  not  quite  so 
much  interested  in  the  event,  was  very 
naturally  enquiring  how  she  came  there, 
the  young  man  silently  retreated ;  and 
pushing  his  way  through  a  mob  that  was 
F  2  gathering 
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gathering  at  the  door,   very  rapidly  dis- 
appeared. -  , 

''  I  don't  care  how  she  came  here,  nor 
I  dou'l  know,"  returned  the  wife,  carry- 
ing Laura  into  a  little  back  room  ;  "  but 
here  she  is;  and  I  should  have  known  her 
for  my  poor  mistress's  daughter  all  the 
world  over. — Kitty,  Kitty,  I  say,  are 
you  asleep?  Why  don"t  you  run  for  a 
doctor? — Lord  help  me!  why  don't  you 
get  some  water,  John  r — Slie  looks  as  like 
my  poor  lad}^,  when  that,  misfortune  befel 

Oh  Christ  1  she  is  all  damp  and  wet ! 

Kitty,    Kitty,   come  back,  and  make  up 
the  fire!" 

'Mr.  Forster,  foreseeing  that  no  attend- 
ance could  now  be  paid  to  the  shop,  wisely 
locked  the  door  ;  and  then  assisted  the 
servant  girl  with  so  n)uch  diligence  to  ex- 
ecute the  hurried  commands  of  his  wife, 
that  in  less  than  half  an  hour  Laura  was 
put  into  a  warm  bed,  and  had  drank  some 
kind  of  posset,  prepared  by  the  anxious 
Mrs.  Forster,  who  beheld  her  returning 
sense  with  mingled  apprehension  and  de- 
light. 

Laura 
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Laura  was  wholly  passive  in  her  hands; 
and  having  made  a  successful  effort  to 
rhank  her,  found  herself  too  much  ex- 
hausted to  say  any  thing  further,  and  soon 
sunk,  by  the  force  of  the  potion,  into  a 
profound  sleep. 


CHAP.    VL 


HEN  she  awoke,  every  thing  around 
her    was    dark   and    silent;    and  starting 
up  in  great  confusion  of  mind,    she  ex- 
claimed— 
^'*  Where  am  I?" 

''  Safe  out  of  the  clutches  of  that  wick- 
ed old  Lady  Melville!"  replied  the  voice 
of  Mrs.  Forster.  '*  I  will  go  and  fetch  a 
candle,  my  dear  young  Lady,  and  give 
you  the  draught  which  the  doctor  ordered 
you." 

F  3  ''  What 
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**  What  doctor?*  demanded  Laura,  in 
surprise. 

**  The  doctor  sent  by  the  young  gen- 
tleman 1  rated  so  in  my  fright,"  replied 
the  good  woman.  *'  And,  my  dear  Miss 
Laura,"  resumed  she,  returning  with  a 
light,  **  Mrs.  Aubrey  has  been  here  to  see 
you  ;   and " 

"  Mrs.  Aubrey!"  repeated  tlie  patient 
eagerly;  **  Oh  why  did  you  not  awaken 
nie? — Mrs.  Aubrey  in  London  !" 

"  She  has  been  in  London  almost  a 
VvTek  ;  and  very  uneasy  about  you,  my 
dear  young  Lady.  And  that  good  old 
gentleman,  Lord  John,  is  coming  back, 
and  his  sister  and  him  will  take  care  of 
you  ;  — so  you'll  never  be  badly  off  again, 
thank  God  !' 

All  this  intelligence  was  so  very  con- 
solatory to  Laura,  that  it  was  even  more 
et^cacious  than  the  prescription  or  tlie 
posset;  and  having  er.jo}'ed  for  some  time 
the  cheering  prospect  of  future  peace  and 
happiness,  she  sunk  again  into  forgetful- 
ncss,  without  perceiving  that  her  mother's 

faithful 
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faithful  Nancy   was  silently  and  Immove- 
ably  fixed  at  her  bedside. 

In  the  morning,  however,  Laiwa  found 
her  there  ;  but  without  any  suspicion  that 
it  had  been  her  station  almost  through  ihe 
night. 

On  expressing  a  desire  to  ri-se,  and  as- 
suring this  s'ood  woman  that  she  was  very 
well;  notwithstanding  a  iioarseness  which 
Mrs.  Forster  had  observed  with  alarm, 
lier  ov/n  garments  were  brouglit  to  her, 
which  the  careful  creature  IkkI  procured 
to  be  waslied  in  the  night ;  and  Kitty  had 
been  already  disj.atched  to  a  neighbour- 
ing shop  for  a  pair  of  shoes,  for  which, 
those  that  Laura  had  worn  the  preceding 
day,  now  stiff  with  half- dried  mud,  were 
the  pattern. 

All  these  attentions  brought  the  tears 
into  her  eyes ;  and  now  recollecting  both 
the  person,  and  the  former  kindness  .and 
fondness  of  Mrs.  Forster  when  she  was  a 
child,  Laura  threw  her  arms  round  her 
neck,  and  wept  upon  her  bosom.     ** 

The  good  woman  sobbed  too. 

F  4  "  Ah, 
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'*  All,  iny  Miss  Laura!'*  exclaimed  she, 
**  that  the  dear  lady,  yourmamma,  could 
but  have  lived—" 

Then  suddenly  checking  herself,  she 
spoke  of  Mrs.  Hamilton,  and  adverted  to 
the  pleasure  she  would  experience  to  find 
her  .safe  out  of  the  power  of  the  wicked 
Countess. 

*^  I  don't  ask  you  how  you  got  here, 
my  Miss  Laura,"  continued  Mrs.  Forster  ; 
*'  for  1  can't  bear  to  think  of  the  state 
you  was  in,  nor  of  what  you  must  have 
gone  through  ;  but  I  hope  it  was  not  very 
bad!" 

Laura  cursorily  related  her  voyage,  and 
the  little  journey  that  succeeded  it;  and 
as  it  had  ended  so  fortunately,  Mrs. 
Forster  heard  it  without  much  distress, 
though  she  execrated  the  wickedness  of 
Lady  Melville  in  diiving  her  to  such  ex- 
trcniitv. 

A  tap  at  the  chamber-door  interrupted 
her  invjecrive,  aiid  it  was. followed  by  the 
entrance  of  Fanny  Meed  on  ;  vvho,  having 
received   and    returned    the    affectionate 

embrace 
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embrace  of  Laura,  told  her  that  she  was  re- 
lieved from  a  dreadful  anxiety  by  finding 
her  thus  well  and  in  good  spirits. 

'^  This  is  an  unexpected  pleasure," 
added  Miss  Meedon  ;  *^  for  1  merely  call- 
ed upon  Mrs.  Forster  to  consult  with  her 
upon  intelligence  I  received  yesterday  as 
I  sat  at  table,  which  terrified  and  per- 
plexed me.  The  ladies  at  my  mother's 
amused  them.selves,  during  the  dinner  and 
in  the  evening,  with  commenting  upon 
your  pretended  appearance  in  our  hall,  in. 
ra^s  and  dirt;  and  thev  asserted  that  vou 
o-azed  wildlv  at  all  the  servants  vritliout 
speaking;  and  at  length,  on  catching  a 
view  of  Matilda  Embleton,  you  entreated 
she  would  relieve  your  di^trCiSes.  I  could 
not  certainly  credit  any  part  of  t'lis,  but 
I  thouo-ht  vou  mii;ht  probablv  have  been 
seen  somewhere  ;  and  those  unfeeling  and 
mischievous  young  w^o,men  sugceeded  in 
rendering  me  very  niihcrable/' 

Laura  having  acknowledged,  with  ear- 
nest gratitude,  tlie  interest  Miss  Meedon 
took  in  her  Vvclfare,  informed  her  of  the 
foundation  of  thiS'  tale,  such  as  it  had 
F  5  reached 
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readied  lier  ear :  and  the  f>-ood-natured 
Fanny  regretted  that  she  had  not  been  ap- 
pnzed  of  her  real  situation  in  time  to  suc- 
cour her. 

Mrs.  Forster  pressed  her  to  breakfast 
"with  her  guest;  but  Miss  Meedon  told 
Laura  that  at  this  moment  her  motions 
were  watched,  in  the  hope  of  discovering 
her  retreat;  and  she  wished  to  return 
home  before  her  absence  could  be  remark- 
ed by  tlie  attendants  of  the  Embletons,  to 
whose  idleness  she  had  so  far  trusted. 
Unwillingly,  therefore,  Laura  was  com- 
pelled to  allow  of  her  immediate  departure, 
but  with  a  promise  of  hearing  from,  or 
seeing  her  the  next  day. 

She  had  scarcely  ended  her  breakfast, 
which  it  required  all  iier  rhetoric  to  in- 
duce Mrs.  Forster  to  partake,  when  an- 
other visitor,  still  more  desired,  was  in- 
troduced ;  and  Laura  had  the  happiness 
of  findmg  th.e  amiable  Mrs.  Aubrey  her 
warm  and  compassionating  friend.  As 
Miss  Meedon  liad  suspected,  the  first  let- 
ters Laura  had  written  never  reached  her; 
but  at  such  a  cri:5is  she  would  not  suffer 

her 
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her  regret  to  sii])crsede  lur  more  ^^'elcome 
eiTiotion?,  and  the  subject  was  only  slightly 
mentioned. 

After  the  first  effusion  of  Iier  joy  was 
past,  Mrs.  Aubrey  informed  her  that  Lady 
Betty  Traherne  was  very  much  indisposed, 
and  ijad  caught  lier  malady  through  the 
violence  of  a  shock  she  had  received,  by 
seeing  and  recognising  her  in  a  public 
shop,  to  which  she  had  been  conveyed  in 
a  fainting  fit. 

^'  Her  Ladyship  regrets,"  added  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  ^*  that  she  did  not  instantly 
rescue  you  from  the  unworthy  I^.dy  Mel- 
ville ;  but  her  surprise  and  confusion  de- 
prived her  of  all  presence  of  mind  :  for 
tho  igh  her  Ladyship  was  displeased  with 
you,  niy  dear  young  friend,  for  neglect- 
ing, as  she  had  reas'm  to  suppose,  to  com- 
ply with  her  wish  of  receiving  a  visit  from 
30U  on  your  j.)urne3^  to  tcv/n,  yet  the 
sight  of  you,  and  your  extreme  resem- 
blance (o  a  lady  she  was  much  attached 
to,  obliterated  her  anger,  ere  she  heard 
your  exculpation;  and  you  are  now,  I 
i  6  Leiieve, 
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believe,  her  first  object.  At  my  request., 
she  has  permitted  you  to  be  my  guest, 
until  she  is  sufficiently  recovered  to  be- 
hold you  again  without  endangering  her 
health  a  second  time ;  and  I  come  this 
morning  with  an  intention  of  claiming 
you,  if  you  are  not  averse  to  confirm  the 
favour  Lady  Betty  has  granted  me." 

^'  Ah  Madam!''  returned  Laura,  'Hiow 
can  I  in  any  manner  thank  you  as  I  wish, 
for  every  instance  of  kindness  I  have  re- 
ceived from  you  !- — I  shall  accompany  you 
with  more  pleasure  than  I  have  tasted 
since  I    was    so   hastily   snatched    from 

Adwan. But  I  must  not  forget,  in  my 

recovered  happiness,  to  enquire  fo'r  the 
Marquis  of  Bellingham  :  is  he  in  health, 
Madam,  and — and  has  Lord  John  reason 
to  be  satisfied  ?" 

'*  The  Marquis  is  very  well,  I  believe, " 
replied  Mrs.  Aubrey,  ^'  and  Lord  John, 
attended  by  my  good  man,  is  on  his  re- 
turn to  England  : — of  any  thing  further 
1  cannot  inform  you.*' 

Laura  now  extended  her  enquiries  to 

the 
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the  children  and  Miss  St.  Oime;  and 
learned  that  Caroline  was  still  under  the 
protection  of  their  mutual  friend. 

'*  She  ardently  wi.^hes  to  see  you," 
added  Mrs.  Aubrey,  *'and  could  scarcely 
be  prevented  from  following  me  here  ;  but 
I  feared  your  spirits  might  not  yet  be  suffi- 
ciently composed  to  leceive  more  tliaii 
one  visitor  at  a  time,  and  I  h  ft  injunc- 
tions that  she  should  be  detained  in  strict 
confinement  till  my  return.  We  will  now, 
if  you  please,  relieve  the  poor  Caroline; 
for  indeed  she  has  been  very  uneasy  from 
the  moment  the  terrible  account  reached 
us  yesterday,  of  your  exhausted  and 
alarmins:  situation." 

Laura  wished  to  enquire  by  whom  this 
account  was  transmitted,  but  a  painful 
consciousness  withheld  her  ;  and  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  without  giving  her  further  in- 
formation, now  called  the  good  woman 
of  the  house,  that  her  young  guest  might 
bid  her  adieu." 

"  Good-bye,  my  dear  Miss  Laura/' 
said  Mrs.  Forster :  " '  Lm  very  sorry  to  part 
with  you  ;    but  I   could  not  expect  you 

would 
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■would  be  sufFered*  to  stay  Ions:  in  such  a 
poor  ]-)Iace  as  this.  I  shall  comfort  my- 
self with  thinking  of  the  good  friends  you 
have  got; — and  to-morrow  morning, 
please  God,  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  will  be  so 
kind  as  to  give  me  leave,  I  will  call  and 
see  how  you  do." 

Laiira  replied  with  equal  symptoms  of 
regard,  jointd  to  the  gratitude  which  the 
attentions  and  services  of  Mrs.  Forster  had 
excited ;  and  the  requested  perUiissiou 
having  been  very  readily  given,  Mr^. 
Aubrey  conducted  her  to  a  carriage  that 
was  attendiuL^',  and  the  oood  woman  fol- 
lowed  it  with  an  earnest  regard,  till  it  was 
no  longer  to  be  discerned. 

Laura    now    recollected    to    enquire   if 

Mrs.    Aubrev  could   inform   her  whether 

*/ 

Dolly  had  made  her  appearance,  at  the 
house  of  Mrs.  Hamilton  ;  and  had  the 
satisfaction  of  hearing  that  she  had  reach- 
ed it  the  preceding  day,  and  that  Mrs. 
Hamilton  had  transmitted  her  letter  im- 
mediately to  Lady  Betty,  who  was  alarm- 
ed at  the  persevering  and  resolute  wicked- 
ness  of    Lady    Melville,     and    earnestly 

wished 
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uished  for  the  prompt  return  of  her  bro- 
ther, that  something  decisive  migiit  be 
done. 

**  Indeed  she  has,  I  find,"  added  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  *'  been  uncommonly  agitated  by 
your  situation  ;  tor,  notwithstanding  her 
indisposition,  she  returned  to  town  the 
day  after  she  had  encountered  you,  and 
attempted  to  see  you  at  the  house  of  the 
Dowager  Countess;  but  either  you  were 
denied  to  her,  or  you  had  really  left  Lon- 
don. But  now  all  our  inquietudes  are  I 
hope  at  an  end  :  and  1  am  charmed  that 
you  have  had  the  spiiit  and  good  fortune 
to  extricate  yourself;  for  though  Lady 
Melville  might  have  refused  to  have  given 
you  up,  yet  I  am  assured  she  will  not 
hdve  the  audacity  to  reclaim  you  by 
violence." 

Mrs.  Aubrey  then  let  dov/n  the  glass, 
and  looking  up  towards  the  windows  of  a 
house  at  which  the  carriage  stopped — 

*'  There  is  Caroline  and  another  of  your 
friends  watcliinc''  rnv  return/'  said  slic, 
with  a  smile;  ^'  have  the  charit}-,  my 
fair    Laura^    to    lean    forv/ard   and   shewr 

yourself, 
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yourself,     to    shorten  the  pangs  of  sus- 
pense." 

Laura  obeyed  this  intimation  ;  and 
catcliing  a  momentary  view  of  St.  Orme 
as  he  hastily  quitted  a  window,  every  ob- 
ject appeared  in  a  moment  to  be  dancing 
before  her  eyes ;  and  when  he  offered  his 
assistance  at  the  carriage-door,  she  seem- 
ed unconscious  that  she  was  expected  to 
quit  it. 

On  beholding  Caroline  on  the  steps  of 
the  house,  anxiously  waiting  her  entrance 
into  it,  she  burst  into  tears,  and  stretched 
her  arms  towards  her,  yet  made  no  effoit 
to  remove. 

**  Carry  her  in,  my  good  Cecil,''  said 
Mrs.  Aubrey  ;  *'  her  spirits  are  agitated, 
and  she  is  still  \veak." 

He  immediately  complied  ;  and  the 
earnest  enquiries  of  Miss  St.  Orme,  as 
she  led  her  up  the  stairs,  restored  her  re- 
collection. 

*'  It  is  the  effect  of  joy,"  replied  Laura, 
'*  to  find  mvself  once  moie  in  the  kind 
protection  of  a  friend,  and  to  discover  that 
I  am  not  disclaimed  !" 

''Disclaimed!" 
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*'  Disclaimed!"  repeated  Miss  St.  Orme; 
^*  good  Heaven  !  why  should. you  suppose 
it? — Who,  my  dear  Laura,  Avould  be  so 
cruel  and  unjust  ? — But  you  do  not  recog- 
nise Cecil,  \vho  has  been  equally  anxious 
with  myself  for  your  arrival :  he  brought 
us  the  good  news  of  your  tranquil  night, 
almost  before  our  own  levee  this  morning/' 

Laura  made  him  a  short  acknowledg- 
ment ;  and  then  turning  to  Mrs.  Aubrey, 
enquired  if  her  children  were  in  town. 

They  were  not,  the  amiable  mother  re- 
plied :  she  had  left  them  to  the  care  of  a 
relation  in  her  absence,  and  m  full  con- 
fidence of  the  attention  and  attachment 
of  their  goiwernante,  honest  Martha. 

"  But  I  have  a  lovedetter  for  you 
from  Frederic,"  continued  Mrs.  Aubrey, 
**  and  numberless  kisses  from  them  all 
three  :  they  were  indeed  rather  disturbed 
when  they  discovered  that  we  had  not 
heard  from  you,  as  your  promise  had  led 
us  to  expect;  but  your  little  champion 
said  he  was  sure  you  could  not  help  it." 

"  Indeed  he  did  me  justice!"  returned 
Laura,   the  tears  starting  to  her  eyes. 

''  He 
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**  He  not  on]y  tlcserves  credit  for  his 
affiance,"  observed  St.  Orme,  ''but  lie 
will  have  the  satisfaction  of  expecting  and 
claiming  when  he  next  sees  you,  such  a 
recep.tion  as  will  gratify  and  reward  his 
attachment." 

Laura  blushed  at  the  allusion,  but  re- 
plied not :  and  Mrs.  Aubrey,  resuming 
the  conversation,  informed  her  that  her 
friends,  tlie  HaUiiltons,  were  almost  per- 
petually engaged  with  Mr.  Rothemere, 
who  had  lodgings  a  short  distance  from 
town,  for  the  recovery  of  his  health, 
which  was  yet  very  unsettled;  and  it  v.as 
only  the  perpetual  presence  of  the  one  or 
the  other,  that  preserved  him  from  the 
fatal  effects  of  his  repeated  imprudences. 

This  explanation  relieved  Laura  from 
any  inquietude  she  miglit  otherwise  have 
periiajis  experienced  at  the  apparent  neg- 
lect of  her  early  friend  ;  who,  in  the  midst 
of  her  own  embarrassments,  had  evinced, 
she  said,  a  very  flattering  attention  to  her 
welfare,  by  the  early  communication  of 
her  letter  to  Lady  Betty. 

'*  But  with  all  this  acknowledgment  to 

one 
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one  person  for  an  intended  service,"  said 
Caroline,  smiling,  *'  I  confess  I  think  you 
rather  deficient  in  gratitude  to  another, 
who  has  been  still  more  recently  very 
active  in  his  endeavours  to  assemble  all 
your  friends  round  you,  and  send  you 
consolation  :  I  speak  of  the  knight-errant 
who  traced  you  to  the  house  of  Mrs. 
Forster,  and  had  nearly  been  strangled  for 
his  good  intentions.  But  you  do  not  ap- 
pear sensible  of  his  anxiety  for  your  safety, 
or  the  hazard  he  incurred  of  being  torn 
to  pieces  for  venturing  to  act  from  its 
impulse  T' 

*'  I  should  be  very  much  concerned,'* 
replied  Laura  gravely,  **  that  you  should 
seriously  charge  me  with  ingratitude  ;  but 
I  really  do  not  know  of  Avhom  you  speak." 

''  Oh  fiel"  exclaimed  Miss  Orme, 
laughing:  ''I  could  not  have  believed 
this!  — can  you  say  you  are  unacquainted 
with  the  gentle  youth  who  followed  you 
yesterday  to  tlie  house  of  Mrs.  Forster  r^' 

'*  Indeed  I  can  with  truth  say  ir, "  re- 
turned she,  in  some  distress;  for  she  now 
was^almost  confirmtd  in  the  idea  that  it 

was 
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was  Cecil  himself:  *' at  the  moment," 
added  Laura,  **  1  was  impressed  with  the 
apprehension  that  1  was  pursued  eiih?r 
by  a  stranger  who  sported  with- my  terror 
and  anxiety,  or  by  an  emissary  of  Lady 
Melville." 

**  I  cannot  endure  to  hear  her  men- 
tioned  !"  exclaimed  St.  Orme,  starting  up 
in  great  indignation. 

**  I  have  as  mucli  antipathy  to  her 
Ladyship  as  yourself/'  said  Mrs.  Aubrey  : 
"  but  I  can  now  hear  her  name  with  more 
philosophy  than  I  might  perhaps  have 
exhibited  a  day  or  two  back.  But  I  am 
sure  oiir  invalid  is  still  a  little  sensible  of 
'  her  late  fatigue  ;  for  I  have  observed  her 
countenaiice  vary  more  than  once :  and 
as  I  am  at  this  moment  physician,  nurse, 
and  guardian,  I  shall  exert  my  triple  au- 
thority to  induce  her  to  resist  all  further 
discussion  of  any  kind.  So,  my  dear 
Caroline,  you  must  preserve  your  secret 
vet  a  little  lons-er." 

At  this  hint  St.  Orme  made  his  bow, 
and  vanished  ;  and  Laura,  more  collected 
in    his    absence,     could    converse    upon 

indifferent 
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ilk! liferent  subjects   with  ease  and  cheer- 
ful ne.:)S. 

In  a  few  hours  Mrs.  Hamilton  called  in, 
who  had  just  arrived  in  town  from  the 
residence  of  her  brother,  to  v.hich  Mrs. 
Aubrey  had  dispatched,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, a  notification  of  the  escape  of  Laura 
from  the  usurped  tyranny  of  the  Countess; 
and  Mrs.  liamrlton  having  affectionately 
congratulated  her  upon  her  success,  in- 
formed her  that  she  had  immediately  set 
out  to  assure  herself  that  she  was  in  tole- 
rable health  and  spirits  ;  both  in  compli- 
ment to  her  own  wish,  and  that  of  her 
brother,  of  whom  she  made  a  very  me- 
lancholy report. 

As  sh'e  was  titt  a-iete  with  Laura,  she 
dwelt  with  generous  satisfaction  upon  the 
friendly  intentions  of  the  Traherne  family, 
who  were  generally  known,  she  asserted, 
to  be  slow  in  resolving,  but  quick  and 
certain  in  executing  their  resolutions. 

"  With  such  characters,  my  dear 
Laura,"  added  Mrs.  Hamilton,  **  the  ef- 
fects of  the  interest  you  once  inspire,  will 
be   lasting ;    and    as    the   old  people  are 

severely 
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severely  mortified  and  disappointed  in  a 
certain  instance,  1  predict  that  in  you  will 
be  centered  their  future  views  and  cares; 
of  AV'hich  I  feel  the  more  assured,  as  you 
are  in  a  manner  cast  solely  into  their  pro- 
tection, and  without  any  other  resource 
but  in  their  partiality — a  circumstance 
that  will  be  so  far  from  injuring  you  with 
them,  that  it  will  essentially  flatter  their 
lofty  spirit,  by  rendering  3'our  advance- 
ment their  sole  work.  Another  advantage 
you  will  possess,  will  be  the  reflection  that 
your  dependant  situation,  and  the  anni- 
hilation of  tliC  provision  destined  for  you, 
are  the  result  of  the  same  depravity  and 
wickedness,  which  they  justly  conceive  to 
be  the  sources  of  the  iiu^uietudes  they 
have  lately  experienced." 

After  an  interesting  conversation  of 
some  length,  Mrs.  Hamilton  departed, 
saying,  as  she  bade  Laura  adieu,  that 
certain  sisterly  duties  again  inmiediately 
called  her  from  London. 

**  I  now  return  you  your  faithful 
Dolly,"  added  she;  ''  I  had  taken  her 
with  me  to  the  residence  of  my  brother ; 

but 
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tut  I  have  again  conducted   her  hither — 
and  she  is  now  in  the  house.'* 

Laura,  imagining  that  Dolly  might 
perhaps  be  more  serviceable  than  any 
other  attendant  who  was  less  acnuainted 
with  the  peculiarities  of  Captain  Rothe- 
mere,  offered  to  part  with  her  for  any 
time  Mrs.  Hamilton  thought  proper  ;  but 
Mrs.  Maunder  herself  had  already  objected 
to  the  exchange,  and  Laura  was  not  much 
displeased  to  be  compelled  to  receive  her 
again  immediately. 

In  the  evening  St.  Orme  returned, 
accompanied  by  his  friend  Horace  Nevarc; 
who,  to  the  secret  disappointment  of 
Laura,  was  proved  to  be  the  cavalier 
whose  j)ursuit  occasioned  her  so  much 
terror  the  preceding  day  :  not  to  merit, 
however,  the  charge  of  Caroline,  she 
thanked  him  for  his  intentions,  and  the 
zeal  with  v/hich  he  had  instantly  carried 
the  intelligence  of  her  retreat  to  her 
friends. 

Mr.  Nevarc,  in  reply,  protested  that 
he  was  very  hap|)y  to  see  lier  so  clean  and 
composed ;    for   he    really    could   almost 

hcLve 
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have  believed  it  jmpossible  that  soap  and 
o'ood  nursing'  should  have  done  such  won- 
ders  in  so  short  a  time. 

IMiss  St.  Orme  smiled  at  this  strange 
congratulation,  which  produced  a  cor- 
responding effect  upon  the  countenance 
of  Mrs.  Aubrey  ;  whilst  Cecil  enquired  if 
he  had  sought  that  well-turned  compli- 
ment at  tlie  foot  of  Parnassus. 

*'  No,"  returned  he  gravely;  ^'  I 
have  done  with  fiction  for  ever  ! — What 
I  said  to  Miss  Delaunie,  was  immediately 
produced  by  the  Vecollections  that  at  that 
instant  occupied  my  mind.  I  am  now 
engaging  in  a  project  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  genuine  sentiments  and  spon- 
taneous truths  :  the  established  principle 
is  to  be,'  that  every  man  shall  utter  as 
much  as  he  may  conveniently  find  time 
for,  of  the  images  that  present  themselves 
to  his  imagination  ]  and  I  really  believe  it 
will  be.  the  only  method  in  the  world  to 
restore  something  like  originality  of  cha- 
racter to  our  men  of  fashion,  and  genuine 
language  to  our  fashionable  diction.*' 

A  ''  Can 


THE    MISTRESS.  121 

^^  Can  you  prove  that  assertion  r"  asked 
St.  Orme. 

**  The  result  of  the  experiment  will  very 
shortly  and  very  sufficiently  prove  it," 
returned  Horace;  *^  for  I  believe  it  is  on 
the  eve  of  becoming  very  obtaining  :  my 
friends  and  correspondents  in  Germany 
have  already  made  a  very  successful  debut, 
and  have  procured  the  system  an  assurcd 
and  unfailing,  as  well  as  a  very  univer- 
sal patronage,  by  bringing  it  forward  upon, 
their  stage,  from  whence  it  will  of  course 
be  received  upon  our's  with  rapture  and 
avidity :  and  with  a  few  individual  and 
more  private  efforts,  this  advantageous 
improvement  in  conversation  and  the 
usual  intercourse  of  society,  will  soon  be- 
come very  general." 

*'Is  there  not  also  a  very  advantageous 
improvement  in  your  articulation  M'ithin 
these  two  days?"  asked  Caroline,  with  a 
laughing  mien» 

**  I  am  rejoiced  that  you  observe  it," 
replied  he,  with  an  immoveable  aspect  ; 
**  as  it  is  a  satisfactory  proof  of  the  suc- 
cess of  my  repeated  endeavours  to  divest 

VOL.  IV.  G  myself 
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in}' self  of  a  very  vicious    pronunciation. 
It  was  a  foolish    habit   I   acquired   sonie 
time   back    on    the   Continent ;   and  the 
occasion  of  my  adopting  it  convinces  me 
that  our  present  speculation  will  infallibly 
succeed  :  for  a  handful  of  leading  demo- 
crats at  Paris  some    time  since,    having 
agreed  to   cut  the  letter  R   out   of  the 
alphabet,  because  it  was  damningly  con- 
spicuous in  j^oiy   royaume,  royal,  royaute, 
^c.  seized  the  helm  of  universal  pronunci- 
ation, and  issued  out  the  fiat  by  virtue  of 
their  own  example,  which  every  one  of  the 
smallest  consideration  insensibly  followed  ; 
when,  if  they  had  written  and  printed  all 
the  injured  words,  and  given  round  a  dic- 
tionary of  the  new  stamp,  the  barbarous 
figures  and  sounds  would  have  been  can- 
vassed and  rejected  :  but  example  is  irre- 
sistible, and  when,  aided  by  the  associates 
I  have  selected,  who  are  men  of  known 
fashion   and  allowed  pretensions,  I   shall 
have  established  my  genuine  system  only 
a  few  weeks,  by  Heaven,  it  will  no  longer 
be  by  the  usual  pantomime  and  grimace 
alone  of  our  loungers,  that  all  the  daugh- 
ters 
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ters  of  Eve  will  be  made  to  comprehend 
that  they  are  despised  and  contemned ! 
And  will  not  this  be  advancing  very  far  in 
the  road  of  virtue  ?  What  woman  can  then 
pretend  that  she  is  seduced  to  any  devia- 
tion from  rectitude,  when  no  man,  under 
a  penalty  of  brutal  vulgarity,  will  be  al- 
lowed to  flatter  her  vanity  by  telling  her 
that  he  prizes  her  in  an  equal  degree  with 
Ills  own  ease  and  satisfaction  ? — Sir,  I  main- 
tain that  it  wall  have  a  better  effect  than  all 
the  sermonsof  Lord  Kenyon  or  the  Bishop 
of  London  :  for  if  our  manners,  divested  as 
they  are  of  the  shadow  of  ancient  j&o/i/e,y^^, 
and  the  formal  old  tricks  practised  by  our 
forefathers,  and  our  tongues  reduced  to 
utter  the  unstudied  and  spontaneous  effu- 
sions of  our  minds  and  hearts,  retain  any 
thing  seducing  or  alluring,  the  Devil 
himself  must  surely  be  at  the  sole  trouble 
of  coining  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the 
other  sex. " 

'*  I  confess  in  this  view,"  said  St.Orme, 
^^your  speculations  will  be  a  national  be- 
nefit. But  I  have  really  a  curiosity  to  learn 
G  2  by 
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by  what  accident  you  have  been  induced 
to  patronize  the  R  again  ?'* 

*M  am  very  willing  to   inform  you/' 
replied  Nevarc,  with  his  usual  composure. 
''  As  I  was  turning  into  the   Park  last 
week,  I  was  accosted  by  a   black   fellow, 
who   solicited  charity  in    French,  and  in 
giving  me  his  history,  he  mentioned  that 
he   had   been  an  artisan  in  Guadaloupe, 
who,  fired  with  a  zek  Tuaiment  patuio- 
tiquey  had  been  made  puisonnier  on  board 
difuegate,  Avherehe  had  entered  himself  as 
a  seaman.     This  dialect  now  for  the  first 
time   struck   me  as   unmeaning,   absurd, 
and  low,  and  I  resolved  to  drop  it ;  indeed 
1  have  long  retained  it  only  from  habit; 
and  as  the  keenness  of  my  ear  first  led  nie 
to  adopt  the  folly,  so  it  equally  engaged 
me  to  discard  it.     As  for  my  new  specula- 
tion, I  am  now  preparing  to  make  a  very 
brilliant  essay  of  it  among  Meedoji  s  girls, 
I  believe  I  shall  see  Lady  Mary  Mornay 
to-morrow  morning,  and  I  shall  certainly 
favour  her  with  a  few  genuine  and  spon- 
taneous truths." 

He 
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He  then  nodded  his  adieus,  and 
vanished. 

**  What  a  whimsical  -creature!"  ex- 
claimed Caroline. 

*'  He  is  indeed  a  strange  being!"  ob- 
served her  brother:  '*  but  amidst  his 
-eccentricities  he  preserves  a  feeling  heart, 
and  a  temper  that  nothing,  can  ruffle." 

'*  You  are  silent  upon  the  singularities 
of  your  knight-errant,"  resumed  Miss  St. 
Orme,  addressing  Laura :  **  does  it  arise 
from  more  or  less  approbation  than  you 
chuse  to  avow  r" 

**  I  cannot  understand,"  she  replied, 
smiling,  *'  whether  these  singularities  are 
natural  or  assumed  ;  until  I  do,  I  must 
suppress  my  opinion." 

*^  I  am  in  the  same  predicament,"  said 
Mrs.  Aubrey;  *^  if  I  could  ascertain  that 
the  pecuharities  he  exhibits  were  sponta- 
neouSy  I  might  avow  the  genuine  truth 
without  apprehension  of  disgusting  his 
friends." 

**  His  education  and  generai  mode  of 

life  have  been  unlike  those  of  other  young 

men,"  said  St.  Orme  ;    "  his  pursuits  and 

G  3  studies 
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studies  have  been  .solely  directed  by  his 
mother,  the  wild  wanderings  of  whose 
mutable  genius  have  warped  that  of  her 
son.  I  believe  his  singularity  is  not  the 
effect  of  design,  but  of  nature  and  habit: 
he  is  far  from  being  destitute  of  talents; 
but  they  liave  been  guided  into  such 
various  and  uncommon  directions,  that 
his  acquirements  subject  him  to  the  sneers 
of  ridicule,  rather  than  the  admiration  they 
were  meant  to  excite:  but  he  appears  not 
to  discompose  himself  either  with  the  ap- 
prehension of  the  one,  or  a  wish  for  the 
other ;  and  follows  the  dictates  of  his 
fancy,  Avithout  appearing  to  attend  to  the 
effect  his  conduct  produces  in  the  opinions 
and  sentiments  of  those  around  him." 

''I  declare  I  do  not  dislike  him  T'  ex- 
claimed Caroline. 

*'  It  is  not  dislike,  but  raillery  that  he 
is  most  open  to,"  observed  Mrs.  Aubrey: 
'^many  people  are  very  well  received  and 
perfectly  tolerated,  because  they  are  ex- 
cellent subjects  for  pe7^srftage" 

**  Now  really  as  he  is,  according  to 
Cecil,    so   good-natured    and   humane," 

returned 
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returned  Miss  St.  Orme,    '^  I  do  not  see 
that  he  is  so  very  ridiculous.'* 

**  Take  care^  Caroline^"  said  her  bro- 
ther ;  ''  if  you  can  neither  allow  yourself 
to  laugh  at  such  a  character,  or  dislike  it, 
I  should  suppose  it  would  be  likely  to  en- 
danger your  repose." 

**  Not  so,"  returned  she;  ''  for  before 
my  esteem  is  too  far  engaged,!  shall  learn 
in  a  moment  of  spontaneous  truth,  if  lam 
fortunate  enough  to  occupy  any  portion 
of  his  attention." 

Laura,  who  had  for  some  time  found' 
her  head  rather  heavy, and  her  throat  sore, 
was  now  compelled  to  yield  to  a  ht  of 
coughing;  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  advising  her 
to  retire  early,  the  conversation  was  not 
renewed;  and  St.  Crme  soon  after  with- 
drew. Laura  was  extremicly  anxious  to 
learn  if  his  father  had  become  reconciled' 
to  him  ;  but  as  she  could  not  prevail  upon 
herself  to  begin  a  subject  of  which  he  was 
the  topic,  her  inquietude  could  not  be 
removed. 


g4  char 
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JL  HE  next  niDrning  her  cold  was  still 
rather  troublesome ;  but  as  it  was  not  at- 
tended with  any  fever  or  alarming  symp- 
tom, Mrs.  Aubrey  gave  her  permission  to 
attend  the  breakfast  table. 

The  wardrobe  of  hei:  friends  supplied 
her  with  every  necessary  article  of  apparel; 
and  to  remove  any  unpleasant  ideas  Laura 
might  have  entertained  from  this  circum- 
stance, the  amiable  Mrs.  Aubrey  when  she 
paid  her  visit  of  enquiry  ere  her  young 
guest  had  quitted  her  chamber,  put  into 
her  hands  a  draft  which  Lady  Betty  had 
sent  upon  her  banker,  for  her  immediate 
use,  because  her  Ladyship  would  not  suf- 
fer any  application   to  be   made   to  the 

Countesa 
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Countess  of  Melville  for  the  restoration 
of  her  clothes,  or  whatever  might  have 
been  left  in  her  possession. 

When  Mrs.  Aubrey  withdrew,  Dolly, 
bursting  into  the  room,  abruptly  ex- 
claimed— 

'*  Lord,  Ma'am,  would  you  believe  that 
the  Marchioness  has  made  away  with  her- 
self!" 

Laura  starting  up,  ejaculated — **  Good 
Heaven — no,  1  hope  not !" 

''Yes,  it's  as  true  as  I  am  here!"  re- 
sumed Doll  v ;  *^  for  when  Mrs.  Aubrev 
sent  this  morning  to  see  for  letters  or 
somewhat  at  Lord  John's^  their  people 
told  it  to  Mr.  William  for  asartainty  :  she 
blowed  her  brains  out,  poor  soul  1  and 
there  they  say,  there  lay  upon  the  table  a 
whole  bottle  of  poison,  and  a  letter  to 
that  old  devil,  her  mother,  and  another 
for  the  Marquis ; — so  that  will  bring  him 
to  England  again  perhaps!" 

Laura,  struck  with  mingled  horror  and 
compassion,  remained  speechless  and  im- 
moveable, whilst   her   attendant,   wholly 
occupied  with   her    story,    continued    to 
G  i  relate 
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relate  all  the  incidents  she  had  collected, 
until  she  was  interrupted  by  the  hasty  re- 
turn of  Mrs.  Aubrey,  who  had  learned 
the  rumour,  and  suspected  the  discretion 
of  Dolly. 

The  countenance  and  appearance  of 
Laura  confirmed  her  surmises  ;  and  she 
endeavoured  to  soften  as  much  as  possible 
the  effect  of  the  shock,  by  pretending  to 
doubt  the  truth  of  the  circumstance,  and 
insinuating  that  it  might  be  considerably 
misrepresented. 

At  length  Laura  burst  into  tears;  and 
having  wept  with  an  emotion  the  remem- 
brance of  her  last  interview  v/ith  the  Mar- 
chioness excited,  Mrs,  Aubrey  left  her, 
and  she  soon  became  sufficiently  com- 
posed to  rejoin  her  friend  Caroline,  whose 
serious  and  commiserating  aspect  de- 
noted that  she  had  likewise  heard  the 
catastrophe. 

The  breakfast  was  scarcely  concluded, 
when  Miss  Meedon  was  announced  to 
Laura,  v/ho  v/as  pleased  svhh  an  opportu- 
nity of  presenting  lier  to  so  worthy  a  cha- 
racter as  Mrs.  Aubrey. 

Poor 
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Poor  Fanny  appeared  very  dejected;  yet 
she  had  a  gentleness  and  composure  in  her 
manner,  and  her  conversation  betrayed  so 
much  good  sense  and  sweetness  of  dispo- 
sition, that  both  Miss  St.  Orme  and  her 
more  experienced  friend  were  charmed 
with  her. 

Mrs.  Aubrey,  taking  occasion  to  entreat 
that  she  would  indulge  Laura  so  far  as  to 
pass  the  day  with  her,  found  her  invita^ 
tion  accepted  with  a  modest  acknowledg- 
ment; and  in  about  an  hour  Fanny  M'as 
rising  to  return  home,  to  intimate  her  ab- 
sence to  her  mother,  and  make  the  neces- 
sary alteration  in  her  attire,  ^vhen  Captain 
BIranly  was  introduced.  His  name  ef- 
fected a  very  visible  change  in  her  coun- 
tenance, which  was  instantly  suifused 
with  a  deep  blush,  and  betrayed  anxiety 
and  confusion  :  and  whilst  he  was  address- 
ing a  congratulatory  compliment  to  Laura, 
his  eye  caught  a  glance  of  her  half-averted 
face,  and  his  speech  remained  unfinished. 

**  Miss  IMeedon  !"  exclaimed   he,   pay- 
taking  the  embarrassment  of  Fanny. 

*^    For    the    present,     my    dear    IMIss 
c  6  Pr'ru-i-." 


132  THE    WITS.    AND 

Delaunie,"  said  she,  without  appearing  to 
regard  his  apostrophe,  "  I  bid  you  adieu  : 
I  am  happy  to  be  enabled  to  make  so  pleas- 
ing a  report  of  you  to  your  late  associates, 
who  have  been,  by  their  own  assertion^ 
extremely  uneasy  respecting  you." 

She  then  curtsied  to  Mrs.  Aubrey,  and 
■withdrew ;  and  whilst  the  female  trium- 
virate expressed  their  approbation  of  her 
sentiments  and  manners,  Biranly,  silent 
and  reflecting,  seemed  not  to  comprehend 
the  purport  of  their  conversation.  He 
•was  indeed  unusually  grave  and  thought- 
ful during  the  whole  time  of  his  visit,  and 
almost  forgot  the  design  for  which  it  was 
principally  made :  but  as  he  was  leaving 
the  house,  he  suddenly  returned,  and  tell- 
ing Laura  she  had  certainly  learned  how 
much  he  deserved  reprehension  for  the 
detention  of  Mr.  Aubrey's  letter,  entreated 
her  forgiveness  of  the  indiscretion  by  which 
he  had  been  mortified  and  shocked  to  find 
she  was  such  a  sufferer;  and  assured  her 
he  was  already  sutficientlv  punisiied  in  tlie 
discovery  of  the  effect  it   h-id  produced, 

and 
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and  ill  the  apprehension  of  a  still  greater 
evil  which  had  nearly  resulted  from  it. 

Laura  was  so  much  surprised  at  this 
unexpected  address,  that  slie  could  not 
even  ask  an  explanation  of  It ;  and  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  perceiving  the  unpleasant  predi- 
cament in  which  both  Biranly  and  herself 
were  placed,  undertook  to  make  her  com- 
prehend his  acknowledged  fault,  and  in- 
duce her  to  grant  the  oblivion  he  solicited. 

With  this  assurance  he  departed  ;  and 
Laura  immediately  entreating  the  promised 
information,  Mrs.  Aubrey  informed  her 
that  Captain  Biranly  happening  to  be  pre- 
sent when  Mrs.  Hamilton  received  her 
letter  from  Dolly,  she  had  read  to  him 
that  part  of  it  in  which  his  name  was  men- 
tioned :  and  he  had  been  so  much  con- 
cerned to  find  himself  tlie  occasion  of 
having  precipitated  her  into  the  power  of 
Lady  Melville,  *^  that  he  confessed," 
continued  Mrs.  Aubrey,  *^  that  he  had 
bribed  the  groom  to  obtain  an  interview 
with  you  on  your  journey  from  Ad  wan  : 
and  the  fellow  secreted  the  letter  wliilst 
he  was  pretending  to  search  the  carriage 
3  ibr 
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for  it,  and  delivered  it  to  him  in  the  hope, 
of  another  fee.  Biranly  therefore  detained 
it  in  his  possession,  both  as  an  introduc- 
tion to  you  \\  hen  he  reached  London,  and 
that  he  feared,  if  he  had  returned  it  to  the 
man,  he  would  either  have  destroyed  ol* 
lost  it." 

Laura  had  great  difficulty  in  prevaiHng 
over  the  resentment  which  certain  remem- 
brances produced,  so  far  as  to  forgive 
him  ;  but  as  Mrs.  Aubrey  appeared  to  in- 
terest herself  for  the  culprit,  she  at  length 
pronounced  his  absolution.  Ere  the  sub- 
ject was  entirely  discarded,  St.  Oime  ap- 
peared, who  heard  at  his  entrance  a  part 
of  a  sentence  that  gave  him  to  understand 
what  the  topic  was  ;  and  after  he  had  en- 
quired how  the  fair  invalid  found  herself^ 
he  renewed  it,  by  expressing  great  regret 
that  he  had  suffered  any  consideration  to 
prevent  him  from  availing  himself  of  an 
opportunity  so  unexpected,  of  better  exe- 
cuting the  commission  Mr.  Aubrey  had 
given  him. 

Distressed  by  the  mention-  of  tlie  cir- 
cumstance from  St.  Orme,  Laura  merely 

rc[^!ied 
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replied  by  a  slight  inclination;  and  be  was 
evidently  mortified  by  the  skiider  interest 
his  apology  appeared  to  excite. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  now  informed  Laura  that 
as  it  was  impossible  to  breathe  the  air  of 
the  metropolis  without  being  expensive 
and  dissipated,  she  had  hired  a  carriage 
whilst  she  remained  in  London  ;  thougii 
in  fact,  this  incurred  expence  was  much 
more  for  the  proper  accommodation  of  Sir 
WiUiain  St.  Orme's  daughter,  than  in  con- 
sideration of  her  own  convenience:  and 
as  Lady  Betty  had  urged  tlie  immediate 
re-establishment  of  the  cIuicFs  wardrobe, 
Mrs.  Aubrey  enquired  if  Laura  found  her- 
self disposed  to  take  a  short  round,  and 
exert  herself  sufficiently  .to  make  a  few 
purchases. 

To  this  proposition  she  had  not  spirits 
to  assent ;  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  having  kind- 
ly undertaken  to  be  her  substitute  in  this 
requisite  employment,  Caroline  remained 
^vith  her  friend. 

St.  Orme  left  the  room  with  INIrs. 
Aubrey,  and  having  put  her  into  tlic  car- 
riage,   walked    away;     wliilst    his    sister, 


haviiig 
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having  entirely  expected  bis  return,  was 
disappointed  and  displeased  with  his  abrupt 
departure. 

"  Cecil  is  become  quite  a  cynic  1"  ex- 
claimed she  ;  *'  I  had  a  thousand  things 
to  say  to  him,  and  'he  has  disappeared  !'* 

To  this  observation  Laura  was  silent  ;. 
and  she  insensibly  rambled  from  one  re- 
flection to  another,  till  in  less  than  five 
minutes,  she  was  lost  in  a  contemplation 
which  her  companion  did  not  immediately 
interrupt. 

**  You  are  pensive,"  said  Miss  St. 
Ormc,  who  had  been  attentively  consider- 
in  o"  her  :  *^  perhaps  my  presence  is  impor* 
tunate." 

*'  I  deserve  to  hear  that  supposition,'* 
replied  Laura,  taking  her  hand,  "for  tes- 
tifying so  little  my  sense  of  your  kind^ 
ness  :  but  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me. — 
Amidst  the  painful  images  that  assailed 
me  just  now,  was  that  of  Lady  Beiling- 
ham's  children:  I  cannot  help  feeling, 
alarmed  lest  they  should  be  neglected^ 
abandoned   as   they   ate  to  servants  and 

mercenaries. 
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mercenaries. — I  would  give  the  world  ta 
aee  and  embrace  them  !'' 

'*  I  imagine  that  Mrs.  Aubrey  M'ill  be 
able  to  indulge  that  wish,"  returned 
Caroline  ;  '*  she  has  I  know  already  seen 
them  herself." 

Laura  was  much  pleased  to  hear  this ; 
and  learning  from  her  young  friend  that 
they  v/ere  healthy  and  in  good  spirits,  dis- 
missed from  her  mind  some  part  of  her 
anxiety  upon  their  account.  She  heard 
too,  in  the  course  of  her  tete-a-tete  vvith 
Miss  St.  Orme,  that  Sir  William  had  so 
far  relented  towards  her  brother  and  her- 
self, as  to  allow  them  very  proper  appoint- 
ments. 

'*  But  the  situation  of  Cecil  is  still  so 
altered,"  added  his  sister,  when  she  related 
this,  *'  that  although  he  is  as  well  pro- 
vided with  money  now  as  many  young 
men  of  hio'her  fashion  than  himself,  vet  I 
perceive  he  is  not  pleased  with  the  diffei:- 
ent  aspects  he  encounters,  now  that  he 
is  likely  to  participate  with  a  young  broody 
as  Nevarc  expresses  it,  and  that  he  can  no 
longer  give  great  dinners,  or  invite  half 

his 
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his  associates  ioXht  a grhnens  of  a  countrj 
residence,  where  they  drank  and  hunted 
at  his  expence.  Mrs.  Aubrey  says  it  is 
an  excellent  change;  and  I  should  sub- 
mit entirely  to  her  opinion,  did  I  not  fear 
that  Cecil  would  become  an  absolute 
misanthrope." 

'*  He  was  not  always  then  so  grave  ?'' 
asked  Laura,  in  a  timid  voice. 

"  Oh  no,"  replied  his  sister;    **  on  the 
contrary,  he  was  cheerful  and  lively!" 

At  this  moment  the  return  of  Mrs. 
Aubrey  interrupted  the  conference;  and 
Laura  never  before  thought  her  presence 
ill- timed  :  but  she  had  now  an  earnest  in-^. 
clination  to  hear  somethino'  further  of  St. 
Orme ;  or  at  least  of  continuing  that  kind 
of  conversation,  in  which  his  name,  his 
expectations,  his  character,  or  his  views 
might  become  the  topic  :  for  she  expe- 
rienced an  increasing  interest  in  his  fa- 
vour, though  his  manner  had  latterly 
sometimes  mortiiied  and  sometimes  dis- 
pleased her. 

WhenXaura  had  first  beheld  him,   he 
was  suffering  from  the  generous  warmth 

with 
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^v•ith  which  he  had  espoused  the  interests 
of  his  sister,  forgetful  of  his  own  :  the 
fondness  of  Mrs.  Aubrey's  children,  and 
the  hio'h  esteem  and  consideration  of  their 
parents,  all  concurred  in  proving  that  his 
character  Vvas  amiable  and  good,  and 
Laura  readily  lent  her  belief  to  these  tes- 
timonies. His  person  was  fine,  his  mien 
graceful,  and  his  countenance  noble  and 
interesting  :  but  these  advantages  were 
not  obtruded  upon  the  observation  of 
every  one  by  the  impertinent  vanity  of 
line  attitudes,  or  the  affectation  of  that 
decided  superiority  that  lends  the  power 
.'of  dictating  manners,  modes,  language, 
and  sentiments :  and  without  observing 
that  she  formed  the  comparison,  Laura 
sickened  at  the  recollected  presumption 
and  ill-concealed  insolence  of  Mr.  Averne, 
when  she  had  seen  and  heard  St.  Orme. 

When  Mrs.  Aubrey  had  reported  pro- 
gress, and  received  the  thanks  of  her  young 
charge  for  the  trouble  she  had  taken,  they 
separated  to  dress  ;  and  Laura  found  Mis. 
Forster  in  her  apartment,  waiting  with  great 
impatience  to  see  her.     This  good  v/omau 


congratu- 
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congratulated  her  upon  her  re-established 
happiness  and  comfort,  with  tears  in  her 
eyes  :  she  expressed,  however,  some  regret 
that  she  could  not  remain  with  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  and  hoped  that  Lady  Betty Tra- 
heme  would  be  as  good-natured  as  she 
ought  to  be. 

''If  I  should  not  find  her  Ladyrfiip 
quite  so  amiable  as  I  could  wish,"  said 
Laura,  *' I  must  console  myself  with  the 
reflection  that  she  is  at  least  such  a  pro- 
tectress as  the  world  will  approve ;  and 
that  under  her  roof  I  shall  enjoy  the  esteeni 
of  others  as  M^ell  as  my  own." 

*'  I  see,  my  Miss  Laura,"  said  the  good 
woman,  '*  that  you  are  very  prudent  and 
discreet ;  and  that  my  dear  Lady  did  not 
take  all  the  pains  I  heard  she  took,  for  no- 
thing. But  I  hope  Lady  Betty  will  not 
be  very  ill-natured  and  severe — I  should 
be  grieved  to  the  heart  if  I  thought  she 
would  1" 

This  further  confirmation  of  the  temper 
and  disposition  of  the  lady  gave  Laura 
some  very  uneasy  sensatioiis,  and  she  did 
not  think  of  interrupting  the  harangue 

of 
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of  Mrs.  Forstcr,  who  continued  to  ex- 
press her  hopes,  fears,  and  expectations, 
until  Laura  was  inforined  that  Miss 
Meedon  had  been  in  the  drawing-room 
some  minutes. 

The  good  woman  withdrew  at  this  inti- 
mation, and  Laura  hastened  to  meet  her 
friend. 

Poor  Fanny  looked  at  intervals  un- 
usually grave,  though  she  evidently  wished 
to  appear  cheerful ;  and  at  every  approach 
of  steps  towards  the  door  of  the  apart- 
ment, betrayed  agitation  and  alarm. 
Laura  longed  to  restore  her  to  composure 
by  an  insinuation  that  Biranly  would  not 
again  be  there  during  the  day ;  for  into 
an  apprehension  of  his  re-appearance,  she 
rightly  translated  the  inquietude  of  Miss 
Meedon  :  but  her  own  delicacy  withheld 
her  from  venturing  a  hint  that  might 
shock  that  of  another,  and  she  compelled 
herself  to  silence. 

A  few  minutes  before  the  dinner  was 
announced,  St.  Orme  returned;  and  his 
sister  complaining  of  his  unexpected  de- 
sertion  in  the  morning,  he  excused  it  by 

pleading 
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pleading  an  engagement,  which  the  per- 
mission of  Mrs.  Aubrey  to  join  her  party 
at  the  present  moment,  had  hastened. 

A*  if  to  illustrate  the  recent  assertion  of 
Caroline,  he  was  now  cheerful  and  ani- 
mated. Fanny  Meedon,  soothed  by  the 
gentle  attentions  of  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  her 
younger  friends,  was  serene  and  com- 
posed-, and  Laura  forgot  for  the  time  her 
past  distress,  and  lurking  fears  for  the  fu* 
lure ;  and  except  when  the  catastrophe  of 
the  unfortunate  Lady  Belli ngham  sud- 
denly recurred  to  her,  felt  delighted  and 
happy. 

In  the  evening  a  letter  was  presented  to 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  which  she  immediately  pro- 
nounced to  be  from  Lady  Betty;  and  hav- 
ing read  it  with  an  altered  countenance, 
■presented  it  at  length  to  Laura,  who  re- 
ceived it  with  a  trembling  hand  and  a  face 
of  inquietude  :  and  she  discovered,  to  her 
extreme  mortification  and  concern,  that  it 
contained  a  request  that  the  child  might 
be  conducted  to  her  the  next  day,  and 
that    Mrs.    Aubrey   and   Miss    St.  Orme 

would 
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Tvould  endeavour  to  make  it  convenient  to 
dine  with  her. 

Laura  having  read  this  mandate,  still 
retained  it  under  her  eyes  wliich  had  un- 
consciously filled  with  tears,  and  she  now 
dreaded  to  look  up;  whilst  Caroline,  who 
well  divined  the  unwelcome  contents  of 
the  hated  scroll,  seated  herself  by  the  side 
of  her  motionless  friend,  and  begged  her 
in  a  tone  of  anxiety,  to  dispel  if  possible 
their  fears  lest  the  unreasonable  old  vroman 
had  sent  to  demand  her. 

''  Miss  Meedon  and  Cecil,"  added  she, 
*'  are  suffering  the  same  painful  suspense 
as  myself :  tell  us,  my  dear  Laura,  that  you 
are  not  to  be  snatched  away  thus  early  1" 

Laura,  raising  her  eyes,  encountered 
those  of  St.  Orme,  v/hich  did  not  contra- 
dict the  assertion  of  his  sister  :  but  fortu- 
nately for  her  feelings,  Mrs.  Aubrey  gave 
the  required  information  ;  and  expressed 
so  kindly  her  regret,  that  the  tears  of  Laura 
borrowed  the  colouring  of  gratitude  for 
their  source,  and  she  suffered  them  to  fall 
with  less  reluctance,  Slie  had  conceived 
such   a   dread  of  Lady   Betty,   that  the 

terror 
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terror  of  being  under  her  dominion  much 
added  to  her  uneasy  sensations,  which  the 
whole  party  in  a  considerable  degree  shared; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
passed  in  forced  efforts  to  overcome  this 
unpleasant  interruption  to  the  vivacity  it 
had  dispelled. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  introduced  the  subject  of 
the  approaching  return  of  Lord  John  and 
her  husband,  to  remind  Laura  that  she 
was  not  wholly  dependant  on  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  her  unknown  but  austere  pa- 
troness :  and  the  hope  of  their  ameliorat- 
ing interference  rather  cheered  her  gloomy 
presages ;  and  not  only  Laura,  but  St. 
Orme  appeared  revived  by  the  prospect. 

When  Miss  Meedon  departed,  Laura 
earnestly  requested  that  she  would  not 
forget  her. 

**  That  is  impossible,"  returned  Fanny: 
'*  and  if  I  am  permitted  the  satisfaction 
of  sometimes  hearing  from  you,  and  en- 
quiring by  letter  into  your  welfare,  which 
will  ever  interest  me,  I  will  amply  prove 
my  remembrance  and  my  esteem." 

Mrs.  Aubrey,  to  whom  she  had  looked 

for 
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for  the  half-requested  permission,  took  her 
hand,  and  assured  her  that  if  she  were 
known  to  Lady  Betty  Traherne,  her  Lady- 
ship nnist  acquiesce  with  readiness  in  a  pro- 
posal whkh  could  be  only  productive  of 
benefit  and  amusement  to  her  young  friend. 

Much  gratified  by  a  kindness  to  which 

'she  had   been  so  little  accustomed,  Fanny 

pressed  her  hand  in  silence,  and  hastily  flew 

to  tlie  carriage  which  she  had  ventured  to 

order,  and  was  now  fearful  of  detaining. 

Caroline  having  again  still  more  de- 
cisively expiessed  her  favourable  senti- 
ments of  jNJiss  Meedon,  now  reverted  to 
her  regret  at  the  sudden  departure  of 
Laura. 

''I  thought  Lady  Betty  would  have 
suffered  you  to  remain  with  us  at  least  two 
or  three  weeks,"  said  she;  ^'  for  I  heard 
so  much  of  her  deranged  health  and  weak- 
ened nerves,  that  I  imagined  it  must  have 
cost  her  a  month  nursing  up  before  she 
A\'as  wholly  recovered  ;  and  in  three  days' 
behold  she  is  reinstated,  and  sends  to  claim 
you  !  When  our  good  Mr.  Aubrey  re- 
turns, however,  I  hope  you  will  be  cxtri- 

voL.  IV.  n  cated 
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cated  from  her  clutches  ;  for  really  I  can- 
not imagine  any  degree  of  favour  attached 
to  a  residence  with  such  a  woman  as  she  is 
represented  to  be  :  I  am  sure  you  would 
be  much  happier  at  Adwan." 

''  Ah,  much  more  than  perhaps  I  may 
deserve  to  be,"  Laura  replied  :  '*  I  review 
those  pleasing  days  I  passed  at  Adwan,  in 
the  hospitable  dwelling  of  my  dear  Mrs, 
Aubrey,  with  never-ceasing  regret  1" 

''  They  will  shortly  be  renewed  then,  I 
hope,"  said  this  amiable  woman  ;  ^^  en  at- 
tendanfy  you  will  find  your  new_ friend  I 
trust,  leas  formidable  than  our  thoughtless 
Caroline  chuses  to  represent  her :  at  least 
her  Ladyship  entertains  a  very  strong  pre- 
dilection for  you,  which  I  am  well  assured 
your  sentiments  and  conduct  will  perpe- 
tually increase." 

St.  Orme,  who  had  been  in  a  deep  reverie 
for  some  time,  now  rose  to  depart :  he  did 
not  particularly  bid  Laura  farewell,  and  she 
beheld  him  leave  the  room  with  less  con- 
cern than  she  might  have  felt,  had  not  a 
secret  hope  pervaded  her  beating  heart  that 
he  would  make  an  effort  to  see  her  the 

next  morning, 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


^HE  passed  the  night  without  much 
rest ;  and  rising  before  Dolly  announced 
the  hour,  descended  to  the  breakfast  room 
ere  it  \vas  yet  occupied  by  Caroline  or 
their  mutual  friend. 

In  a  few  minutes  however,  iVIiss  St. 
Orme  who  had  heard  her  step,  joined  her. 

**  Mrs.  Aubrey  is  very  earnestly  en- 
gaged," said  she,  '*  in  providing  for  your 
decoration:  this  sudden  summons  of  Lady 
Betty  puts  us  all  into  consternation  and 
confusion  !  Tell  me,  my  dear  Laura,  are 
you  equally  chagrined  with  myself  at  our 
separation  ?" 

'*  1  am  more  grieved  at  the  necessity  of 

it,"  replied  she,  '*  than  it  would  be  proper 

H  2  for 
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for  me  to  express,  under  the  circumstances 
that  induce  Lady  J3etty  to  extend  lier 
protection  to  me  :  yet  I  am  compelled  by 
your  generous  friendship  to  acknowledge, 
that  my  reluctance  to  sacrifice  your  so- 
ciety and  that  of  ^Nlrs.  Aubrey,  can  scarcely 
yield  even  to  my  inclination  of  testifying 
to  her  Ladyship  how  much  I  respect  her 
commands/' 

**  1  am  sorry  and  very  angry,'' returned 
Caroline,  '*  that  your  reluctance  to  quit 
us,  can  yield  to  any  sentiment  Lady  Betty 
inspires." 

**  It  does  not,"  said  Laura,  embracing 
her;  *^  but  yet  I  believe  it  should.  Ah, 
Caroline  !  in  leaving  the  roof  of  ]\lrs. 
Aubrey,  I  quit  a  dear  asylum  from  every 
grief,  and  1  feel  as  if  I  were  entering  a 
dreary  wilderness,  without  shelter,  or  a 
point  of  rest  !'' 

As  she  uttered  the  last  \vords,  St.  Orme 
entered  ;  and  guessing  from  the  earnest 
voice  of  Laura,  the  subject  that  occupied 
them,  he  now  for  the  first  time  expressed 
his  concern  at  her  approaching  absence. 

**  Yes,  every  one  laments   it,"  said  his 

sister  : 
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Sister:  *^  but  I  began  to  think,  Cecil, 
tliat  your  philosophy  would  prevent  yoii 
from  participating  in  our  chagrin." 

^'  Jf  I  possess  any  philosophy  at  another 
moment,"  replied  he,  "  it  has  now,  how- 
ever, deserted  me ;  but  before  I  venture 
to  add  my  tribute  to  the  general  expres- 
sion of  regret  Vvhich  the  ilight  of  your 
amiable  friend  creates,  I  must  first  avail 
myself  of  your  interest,  Caroline,  to  pro- 
cure if  possible  an  amnesty  of  my  offences, 
which,  though  dictated  and  impelled  by 
a  sentiment  Miss  Delaunie  must  univer- 
sally inspire,  yet  I  am  sensible  that  this 
sentiment  is  usually  very  differently  ex- 
pressed." 

'*  What  is  this  enigma?"  demanded 
Miss  St.  Orme;  ''  and  what  are  these  of- 
fences, Laura,  of  which  you  never  in- 
formed me  ?" 

*•'  Your  brother  merits  my  gratitude," 
replied  she,  blushing,  '^  not  my  displea- 
sure :  and  as  he  now  appears  to  think  he 
was  induced  to  judge  me  with  too  much 
harshness,  I  must  forget  the  pain  I  once 
H  3  suffered 
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suffered  from  his  error,  and  remember  only 
the  benefit  he  meant  to  confer." 

St.  Orme  raised  Iier  hand  to  his  lips. 

**  There  wanted  not  the  generosity  of 
this  exculpation/'  said  he,  "  to  convince 
me  of  my  own  extreme  want  of  judgment 
in  the  too  hasty  opinion  I  once  suffered 
myself  to  express:  and  now  I  must  still 
martyrize  the  curiosity  of  Caroline,  whilst 
I  signalize  the  superior  discrimination  of 
Navarc,  who  without  variation,  and 
through  the  artifices  of  that  fiend  Lady 
Melville,  proclaimed  your  repugnance  to 
her  views,  and  predicted  your  steady  rejec- 
tion of  them." 

*'  And  were  not  you  equally  just?'* 
asked  Caroline,  in  a  tone  of  reproach. 
*^  Ah  Cecil !  are  all  women  in  your  eves 
unprincipled  crocodiles  until  they  have 
passed  an  ordeal ;  and  do  you  reject  the 
candouf  and  ingenuousness  which  no 
stubborn  fact  emblazons  ?" 

''Your  censure  is  well  apj)lied,"said  he, 
gravely;  **  and  I  am  fortunate  that  in 
the  instance  tliat  calls  it  forth,  your  lovely 
friend  is  less  disposed  to  exercise  the  seve- 

lity 
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rity  of  justice  :  yet  I  might  perhaps  from 
the  recollection  of  repeated  experience, 
seek  a  partial  exculpation  ;  for  I  have 
been  hitherto  actually  weary  of  eternally 
beholding  the  hypocritical  semblance  of 
the  varied  and  amiable  qualifications  I 
have  never  yet  found  assembled  but  in 
that  mind  I  again  acknowledge  with  ex- 
tren^.e  compunction,  to  have  outraged  by 
injurious  suspicious/' 

This  flattering  intimation  produced  a 
deep  blush  upon  the  cheek  of  Laura; 
and  the  generous  satisfaction  of  Miss  St, 
Grille  almost  equalled  hers. 

**  Now  that  at  lenq-th  vou  condescend 
to  render  due  justice   to  my  friend,"  ex- 
claimed she,  **  I  forgive  you  all  that  im- 
penetrable gravity  of  which  I  have  lately 
so  much  complained :    and    I    begin    to 
think  that  you  will  not  turn  misanthropCj 
and  overwhelm  us  with  epigram  and  sar- 
casm, since  you  avow  tliat  you  have  hap- 
pily   found    one    fair  and    candid    mind 
amidst  the  crowd  of  specious  hypocrites,  of 
whom  you  so  vehemently  complain." 
'^'  Bat  iiaving  discovered  it,*'  returned 
ii4  her 
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her  brother,*  'I  iiiust  lament  that  this 
long-sought  combination  of  all  that  is 
amiable  and  good,  is  so  suddenly  snatched 
from  my  view.  Lady  Betty  Traherne  is, 
I  fear,  a  most  inexorable  dragon  and  will 
guard  her  lovely  charge  fiom  tlie  profane 
approach  of  those  unhappy  mortals  who 
do  not  participate  in  her  favour." 

The  entrance  of  Mrs.  Aubrey  now  re- 
lieved the  painful  confusion  of  Laura, v.ho 
with  an  extreme  inclination  to  break  the 
silence  for  which  she  reproached  herself, 
could  not  call  to  her  assistance  a  single 
sentence,  or  one  idea  she  would  have 
chosen  to  utter. 

St.  Orme  took  his  breakfast  with  them; 
but  was  soon  after  compelled  to  go,  be- 
cause he  discerned  that  his  presence  im- 
peded those  discussions  with  mantua- 
makers  and  milliners,  which  Mrs.  Aubrey 
informed  him  were  indispensable,  lie  au- 
T^ounced  his  intention,  however,  of  es- 
eortingtlie  party  to  the  mansion  of  Lady 
Letty,  which  was  five  or  six  miles -from 
town  ;  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  consented  without 

auriculty  to  the  proposition. 

Laura 
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Laura  then,  with  an  imagination  very 
differently  occupied,  submitted  herself  to 
the  discretion  of  fashion-mongers  and 
attire-women,  whilst  Miss  St.  Onne  be- 
wailed tlieir  enforced  separation,  which 
every  passing  moment  hastened. 

Dolly  had  been  dispatched  by  her  young 
Lady  to  Mrs.  Forster,  to  inform  her  of  her 
immediate  removal ;  and  this  worthy  crea- 
ture now  came  to  bid  adieu  to  her  dear 
Miss  Laura,  who  shed  tears  at  her  strong 
and  unfeigned  expressions  of  attachnient, 
and  would  have  forced  upon  her  accept- 
ance a  pecuniary  testimony  of  her  good- 
will, which  Mrs.  Aubrey  had,  in  pur- 
suance of  Lady  Betty's  instructions,  ena- 
bled her  to  do  :  but  this  was  positively  re- 
fused, with  a  distant  intimation  that  this 
faithful  creature  would  be  much  deli2.hted- 
v/iih  ny  trifle  that  had  belonged  to  her 
dear  Lhdy. 

Laura  then     dividing    a   lock    of  her 

mother's   hair,  which  she  wore  in   a'  small 

gold  case,  presented  half  of  it  in  the  trin.- 

ket  to    poor   Nancy,  who  kissing  it  v/ith 

H  5  great 
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great  devotion,  declared  it  should  be 
buried  with  her. 

She  then  with  some  difficulty  prevailed 
upon  herself  to  go,  after  having  called 
iipon  Heaven  to  bless  her  Miss  Laura,  and 
obtaining  a  promise  that  she  would  inform 
her  whenever  she  should  happen  to  re- 
main a  day  or  two  in  town,  that  she 
might  wait  upon  her,  an<l  just  ask  how 
she  did  ; — a  request  which  v>^as  very  readily 
granted.  " 

At,  two  o'clock  they  were  to  be  en  route; 
for  Lady  Betty  dined  at  four  precisely, 
and  Mrs.  Aubrey  thought  it  necessary  to 
allow  a  short  time  before  the  repast,  for 
the  introduction  of  Laura. 

A  little  before  the  appointed  hour  St. 
Orme  returned:  his  horses  were  at  the 
door ;  but  he  was  invited  to  take  a  seat  in 
the  carnage,  which  he  eageily  accepted. 

The  party  weie  rather  silent  and  ab- 
stracted ;  but  ere  Laura  could  imagine 
they  had  proceeded  a  mile,  Mrs.  Aubrey 
pointing  out  the  mansion  of  her  ancient 
patroness,  Caroline  renewed  her  expressed 
reluctance  to  give  up  her  society  ;  whilst 
^  St.  Orme 
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St.  Orme  gazed   at  the  place  in  a  reverie 
not  of  a  very  lively  kind. 

*'  Does  not  Lady  Betty  occasionally  re- 
side in  town  ?"  asked  his  sister. 

**  She  has  not  slept  in  London,  I  be- 
lieve," replied  Mrs.  Auurey,  **  for  twenty 
years  back  :  but  I  hope  her  Ladyship  will 
sometimes  allow  us  to  detain  our  dear  little 
friend  in  those  visits  which  she  has  almost 
promised  to  indulge  me  with." 

*'  How  can  I  express  those  grateful  sen- 
sations that  swell  my  heart  !"  exclaimed 
Laura,  with  an  emotion  she  could  not  re- 
press :  "stranger,  alien  as  I  am  to  you 
and  my  dear  Miss  St.  Orme,  with  what 
benevolence  and  kindness  have  you  soothed 
and  clierished  me  !  Fortunate  for  nie  was 
the  hour  that  brought  the  good  Lord 
John  to  Adv/an,  to  bestovv^  upon  me  such 
friends!"' 

*'  And  fortucnte  likewise,  you  should 
add,"  said  Mrs.  Aubrey,  smiling,  *'  th.e 
ready  discernment  wiiich  enabled  him  to 
comprehend  how  fully  you  were  worthy  of 
the  anxiety  he  immediately  experienced 
for  your  happiness." 

n  6  ^^Now 
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'^  Now  I  believe,  my  good  Cecil,"  con- 
tinued she,  *^  we  n^ust  dismiss  yon  ;  fori 
fear  Lady  Betty " 

He  did  not  allow  her  time  to  conclude 
the  sentence ;  but  instantly  gave  the  signal 
for  the  carriage  to  stop;  and  taking  the 
hand  of  Laura,  pronounced  a  simpk 
adieu,  pressed  it  to  his  lips,  and  mounting 
his  horse,  was  out  of  sight  in  a  minute; 
v/hilst  Laura,  confounded  at  the  prompti- 
tude of  his  departure,  sat  with  a  varying 
countenance,  and  a  mien  irresolute, 
anxious,  and  confused. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  ordered  the  carriage,  to 
proceed;  and  Caroline,  with  her  eyes 
fixed  upon  her  frieiad,  appeared  to  be  re- 
volving some  very  profound  discovery. 

The  ideas  of  Laura  were,  however,  soon 
irresistibly  impelled  by  her  nearer  ap- 
proach to  the  house,  to  revert  to  her  meet- 
ing with  Lady  Betty,  the  exterior  ofvvhose 
dv/elling  was  not  calculated  to  insj)ire 
very  pleasing  or  lively  impressions  of  its 
inliabitant ;  for  it  v»as  a  very  ancient- 
looking  brick  building,  striped,  du  haut 
en  has  J  with  flat,  ^vhite,  heavy,  unmeaning 

pilasters. 
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pilasters,  with  an  unconimon  number  of 
windows,  cliiipsily  arched  and  roofed 
with  stone-w'oik,  and  a  door-way  to  cor- 
respond 

After  passing*  a  long  and  straight  avenue 
that  led  from  the  road  to  the  mansion^  the 
adventurous  approach  of  unhallowed  steps 
was  impeded  by  a  parapet  wall,  crowned 
Avith  a  thick  iron  railing,  very  ingeniously 
W'rought  into  a  variety  of  geometrical 
figures,  and  flanked  on  either  side  by  pon- 
derous gates,  tliat  led  into  a  ^ilosaic-paved 
court,  in  the  middle  of  which  stood  a  sort 
of  obelisk,  surmounted  by  an  immense, 
ugly,  square  lamp,  answering  in  size  and 
figure  to  two  others  that  were  affixed  to 
the  railing. 

*'  What  a  melancholy  place  !"  exclaimed 
Caroline.  **  My  dear  Mrs.  Aubrey,  I 
cannot  endure  the  idea  of  leaving  our 
Laura  here!" 

*^  I  would  we  could  prevail  on  Lady 
Betty  to  suffer  her  to  return  to  town 
with  us!"  replied  Mrs.  Aubrey:  "  but  I 
fear " 

The   carriage  no\7  stopped  ;  and  as  it 

had 
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h'dd  been  seen  in  the  avenue,  two  old  and 
Avhite-headed  domestics  hastened  to  one 
of  the  iron  gates,  and  contriving  witli  their 
united  strength  to  throw  it  open,  tliey 
liurried  bad;  to  receive  the  guests  at  the 
tiocr  of  the  house  ;  and  their  figures  on 
their  return  extorted  a  smile  from  IMiss 
St.  Orme,  for  the  one  was  paralytic  and 
the  other  gouty ;  yet  they  affected  to 
hobble  and  limp  v.'ith  great  solemnity 
and  decorum. 

The  visitors  were  conducted  through 
a  large  hall  into  an  oak-wainscotted  sa- 
loon, and  Laura  felt  a  short  reprieve  on 
finding  it  vacant;  but  her  heart  heat  at 
every  step  resounding  in  the  hall,  whicji 
could  be  very  plainly  distinguished  in  the 
apartment,  though  the  door  was  closed. 

At  length  a  spare  tall  figure,  in  a  rose- 
coloured  satin  gown  and  petticoat,  with  a 
pale  shrivelled  aspect  shrouded  in  an  im- 
mense blond  lace  cap,  stalked  into  the 
room,  and  in  a  slow  distinct  tone,  inti- 
nuited  that  Lady  Betty  begged  the  favour 
of  Mrs.  Aubrey  to  conduct  the  young 
lady  to  her  (hTssing-room. 

Caroline 
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Caroline  therefore,  who  now  experi- 
enced a  decided  and  increasing-  antipathy 
to  her  Ladyship,  remained  alone  in  the  sa- 
loon ;  and  her  tremhiing  ri  icnd  ascended 
the  wide  staircase  with  Mrs.  Aubrey,  and 
was  introduced  by  the  rose-coloured  sa- 
tined cimbassadress  into  another  dark  wain s- 
cotted  room,  hung  round  with  every  de- 
nomination of  antediluvian  needle-work, 
in  massive  gilt  frames. 

From  the  open  folds  of  an  immense 
Indian  screen  at  the  upper  end,  issued  Lady 
Betty Traherne;  and  Mrs.  Aubrey,  taking 
the  hand  of  tlie  shrinking  Laura,  presented 
her  with  a  silent  salutation,  and  in 
silence  the  old  Lady  gazed  upon  her,  until 
a  strange  and  unknown  sensation  caused 
lier  to  raise  her  hand  to  her  face;  and 
perceiving  that  her  cheek  was  moist — '*  I 
,  have  a  bad  cold,  Mrs.  Aubrey  !"  she  hastily 
exclaimed,  and  led  the  way  without  fur- 
therceremony  to  the  interior  of  her  screen, 
in  which  were  jdaced  a  table  and  two 
chairs :  and  as  her  Ladyship's  cold  was 
now  no  longer  v^ery  troublesome,  slie  de- 
sired Laura,  by  the  appellation  o^  child,  to 

procure 
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procure  herself  a  seat;  who  obeyed  with 
an  additional  depression  of  spirits. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  having  started  one  or  two 
indiiferent  subjects,  now  waited  with  some 
impatience  for  Lady  Betty  to  take  a  more 
flattering  notice  of  her  interesting  cliafge: 
but  this  M-asa  condescension  she  could  not 
by  any  means  immediately  prevail  upon 
her  dignity  to  allow  of;  for  notvv'ithstand- 
ing  a  regard  of  rather  a  tender  kind,  that 
was  fast  springing  up  in  a  heart  which  for 
more  than  seventy  years,  liad  scarcely 
ever  before  admitted  one  gentle  impulse, 
she  could  not  fail  to  recollect  that  Laura 
was  not  a  Traherne,  though  lier  blood  was 
partially  ennobled.  Her  Ladyship  was 
besides  a  very  powerful  advocate  for  hu- 
mility and  profound  submission  in  young 
and  pretty  grisettes,  to  their  superiors  in 
honours,  fortune,  and  years  :  and  she  ac- 
tually turned  away  her  softened  regards 
more  than  once,  that  she  miglit  not  make 
the  girl  vain,  and  fancy  herself  of  impor- 
tance. 

Yet,  spite  of  h^r  efforts,   a    sentiment 
rather  resembling  remorse  and  regret,  stele 

over 
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over  her  mind  wlien  Laura  lookecllikeher 
mother  :  and  to  crown  her  conquest,  Lady 
Betty  discovered  that  her  height,  haii-, 
complexion,  her  hand,  arm,  and  under 
lip,  all  denoted  that  she  had  indisputable 
pretensions  to  a  half-bred  alliance  with 
her  family, 

'*  I  shall  make  a  fool  of  this  child  T' 
thought  her  Ladyship,  rising  suddenly  ; 
and  she  rung  to  desire  that  ?>Iiss  St.  Orme 
might  be  conducted  upstairs. 

The  afternoon  passed  without  a  single 
sentence  of  particular  import  from  Lady 
i;etty,  except  that  she  enquired  if  Mrs. 
Aub:ey  had  been  so  kind  to  procure  the 
child  a  new  wardrobe.  So  that  Laura 
began  to  indulge  a  hope  that  the  meaning" 
of  the  letter  had  been  misconceived  by 
her  friends  and  herself,  and  that  at  pre- 
sent she  had  only  been  required  for  a  re  y 
h  ours. 

But  when  the   carriage   was  ordered  to 

convey  Mrs.  Aul)rey  and  Caroline  to  town, 

she  discovered  this  j^leasing  idea  to  Ije  very 

erroneous,  for  her  patroness  then  enquirerl 

if  any  baggage  had  been    brought;    and 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Aubrey  havinp^  satisfied  this  demand, 
hinted  her  expectation  of  the  performance 
of  the  promise  that  gave  her  to  hope  the 
honour  of  seeino^  Lady  Betty  and  her 
young  friend  in  town  J 

**  Yes,  I  shall  drive  to  town  next  week, 
I  believe/'  replied  the  ancient  dame; 
*^  and  if  thechrld  behaves  prettily,  I  shall 
perhaps  bring  her  whh  me." 

Caroline  was  extremely  disgusted  with 
this  condescension  ;  but  Mrs.  Aubrey 
thought  proper  to  receive  it  with  a  grate- 
ful acknowledgment :  and  observing  that 
the  heart  and  the  eyes  of  Laura  were  full, 
she  considerately  shortened  her  farevrell 
compliment,  which  consisted  of  little 
more  than  a  fervent  pressure  of  tl^e  liand, 
and  then  hurried  her  young  companion 
away, 

Laura  now  felt  completely  forlorn  and 
disconsolate,  and  with  diiMculty  repressed 
her  tears  :  fortunately  for  her,  Lady  Betty 
was  still  unwillinp;  to  trust  herself  in  a 
tete  d-fe/e,  so  she  rung  for  Miss  Winte- 
ram  ;  and  the  rose-coloured  satin,  which 

had 
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had  been  eclipsed  after  its  first  appearance, 
now  again  caiiie  upon  the  scene. 

MissWinteram  entered  the  saloon  with 
a  low  curtsy ;  and  having  adjusted  the 
tabouret  of  the  patroness,  and  arranged 
Iier  work  properly  upon  the  table,  very 
composedly  took  up  a  large  folio,  and 
in  an  audible  and  solemn  key  plunged 
into  a  most  elaborate  history  of  tlie 
Martyrs. 

Laura  endeavoured  to  listen  with  proper 
respect  and  attention  :  liut  at  length  the 
rays  of  the  setting  sun  stole  over  the  spot 
uhcre  she  sat^  and  claimed  both  regard 
and  regret.  The  evening  was  un com • 
nionly  fi;ie,  an^l  she  followed  in  i'lca  tlie 
carriage  of  her  friends,  beheld  St.  Orme 
awaiting  their  arrival,  and  passing  at  the 
house  of  Mrs.  Aubrey  two  or  three  hours, 
which,  as  she  painted  them  to  her  imagi- 
nation, urged  forward  the  drops  that  had 
for  son^e  time  trembled  in  her  eyes. 

The  recollection  of  his  expressions  in 
the  morning  occurred  to  her;  and  the 
suddenness  of  his  tleparture  on  the  road, 
which. arose,  she  flattered  herself;  from  a 

regret 
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regvet  he  tllcl  not  wish  to  display  the  ex- 
tent of,  all  passed  in  review;  and  before 
she  had  concluded  her  reverie,  the  lights 
had  been  long  introduced,  the  butler  tot- 
tered into  the  room  to  announce  the  sup- 
per, and  Miss  Winteram,  closing  her  book, 
clasped  it  carefully  together,  replaced  it, 
put  up  Lady  Betty's  work,  and  drawing 
the  stool  from  her  feet,  awaited  her 
rising. 

Her  Ladyship  then  walked  towards  the 
door,  but  the  obsequious  companion  was 
still  immoveable:  and  Laura,  finding  that 
precedence  was  strictly  attended  to,  curt- 
sied, to  intimate  to  this  good  gentlewoiiian, 
"who  v-as  at  least  three  times  her  age,  that 
si'.e  would  follow  her  :  but  Lady  Betty 
observing  the  ceremonial,  settled  tlie 
affair  by  calling  to  Laura  to  advance, 
who  very  unwillingly  claimed  this  allowed 
pie-eminence  of  a  spurious  twig  of  the 
Trahernes  o\er  a  lej>ai  scion  of  the  Win- 
terams. 

The  supper  was  formally  served  up  in 
the  same  room  where  the  party  had  dined; 
which  was  distinguished  as  an  eating- 
room 
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room  from  the  other  apartments  by  a 
j)onclerous  marble  sideboard,  and  tv/o  large 
cisterns  of  the  same  consistency  placed  on 
each  side  of  it,  into  which  a  pair  of  Gorgon 
heads  occasionally  spouted  tv/o  streams  of 
uater. 

This  sideboard  was  well  covered  with  a 
large  quantity  of  plate,  chased  in  a  superb 
style,  and  comprehending  on  the  vases, 
ewers,  &c.  a  very  learned  representation 
of  almost  the  whole  heathen  mythology. 
Yet  this  magnificence  imparted  no  reflected 
satisfaction  to  the  saddened  bosom  of 
Laura,  who  experienced  something  like 
consolation  however,  when  a  clock  strik- 
ing eleven,  gave  Lady  Betty  a  signal  that 
it  was  time  to  withdraw. 

As  her  Ladyship  passed  the  domestics, 
v^ho  were  all  drawn  up  in  tlie  hall  when 
she  quitted  the  eating  saloon,  bhc  en- 
quired with  great  solemnity  how  the 
coachman  >vas,  and  was  answered  that 
'  he  was  not  yet  suffered  to  rise ;  but  lie 
hoped  to  be  able  to  drive  her  Ladyship 
again  in  a  week, 

''  What 
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''What    does    Mr.  Williamson    say   to 
.  that  ?"  asked  Lady  Betty. 

''  Mr,  Williamson,"  the  butler  said, 
'*  was  afraid  not;  for  John's  hands  were 
so  contracted  by  the  rheumatics  that  had 
settled  in  them,  that  considering  he  was 
an  old  man,  he  thought  they  would  never 
come  to  again," 

"  Then  tell  that  vouno:  man  that  I  re- 
tain  him  for  another  month,"  returned 
her  Ladyship  :  *'  but  w^hen  he  airs  the 
horses,  order  him  not  to  go  so  fast — 1  ob- 
served him  trotting  yesterday  like  a  post- 
boy; — I  do  not  approve  of  such  harum- 
scarum  doings  !" 

The  old  butler  bowed  assent,  and  her 
Ladyship,  followed  by  Laura  and  Miss 
Winteram,  passed  on. 

When  the  party  had  mounted  to  the  first 
story,  Lady  Betty  stopped,  and  wished 
Laura  a  good  night,  saying  that  Miss 
Winteram  would  conduct  her  to  her  cham- 
ber :  and  though  Laura  very  respectfully 
returned  the  salutation,  yet  her  Ladyship 
apparently  awaited  something  further : 
and  at  length  admonished  by  the  example 

of 
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of  the  companion,  she  made   an  essay  in 
the  art  of  bending  the  joints  of  her  knees 
to  the  utmost  extent  of  their  flexibility, 
and   sinking  towards  the    ground.      Eut 
spite  of  her  youth  and  superior  activity, 
Miss  Winteram  much  excelled  her  in  this 
exercise  by   the  advantage  of  long  prac- 
tice :   and  when  her  Ladyship  walked  for- 
ward, this  complaisant  virgin  led  the  way 
to  the  apartment  destined  for  the  new  in* 
mate. 

It  M  as  separated  from  that  of  her  Lady- 
ship by  a  long  gallery,  terminated    by  a 
dozen  steps  in  ascent ;  and  again  another 
passage,  which  opened  into  a  small  anti- 
room,  hung  round  with  an  olive-coloured 
paper,   adorned  with   a    crimson  running 
pattern  of  large  velvet  pionies  and  poppies. 
The  chair-bottoms  were  worked  in  worsted, 
to  correspond  with  this  tasty  decoration  ;  a 
dull-looking  Turkey  carpet  occupied  the 
center  of   the   room,    and    a   dark  m-cen 
moreen  curtain  fell  with   gloomy  amplifi- 
cation, to  exclude  the  air  that  might  per- 
chance have  penetrated  from  a  large  sash 
window,  and  took  iu  at  least  half  the  side 

of 
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of  the  room.  A  furbelow  cd  niusliii  toilet, 
and  a  large  old-fttshioned  ebony  framed 
toilet-glass,- completed  the  furniture:  but 
the  barbarous  mirror,  which  was  joined 
horizontally,  according  to  the  antique 
economy  rather  above  the  center,  cut  in 
twain  either  theh.ead  dress  or  face  of  every 
peering  damsel  who  stood  before  it :  but  to 
atone  for  such  an  outrage,  the  mirror  itself 
was  adorned  with  an  immense  m.uslin  top- 
knot very  well  starched,  and  a  pair  of 
streamers  that  extended  to  the  floor  oil 
either  side. 

^'This,  i\Ia'am,  is  your  dressing-room," 
said  Miss  Winteram,  in  slow  precise  ac- 
cents:  *'  the  chamber  beyond  it  is  your 
sleeping-rcom,  and  the  light  closet  at  the 
extremity  is  for  your  n^.aid. — Ma'am  I 
wi.>ih  you  a  very  good  nigiit." 

xVnd  with  a  curtsy  not  quite  so  profound 
as  if  it  had  been  to  Lady  Betty,  the  com- 
panion retired. 

Laura  returned  the  double  compliment 
v.ith  great  decorum  ;  and  when  she  found 
herself  alone,  sunk  upon  a  chair,  and  rest- 
ing her  arms  upon  the  toilet,  let  her  head 

fall 
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fall  upon  them,  and  in  two  niinutes  her 
melancholy  reflections  sufrused  her  whole 
countenance  with  tears. 

Dolly,  whose  existence  she  had  at  this- 
moment  wholly  forgotten,  entering  sud- 
denly, made  her  start  up  ;  and  perceiving 
the  emotion  of  her  young  Lady,  Mrs. 
Maunder  set  down  her  candle, .  and  draw- 
ing out  her  handkerchief,  began  crying 
likewise. 

This  unexpected  accompaniment  sur- 
prised Laura  ;  and  drying  her  own  tears, 
she  demanded  the  occasion  that  called  forth 
those  of  her  suitante, 

''  Why,  Ma'am,"  replied  Dolly,  hold- 
ing up  her  handkerchief  with  both  her 
hands,  and  applying  it  to  Iicr  eyes  when 
necessary,  **  its  enough  to  make  a  body 
cry,  to  think  of  living  any  time  *^vith  such 
a  set  of  poor,  sick,  lame,  old  creeturs 
as  there  is  below  stairs,  all  grunting  and 
groaning  and  wincing  and  whining  ! — ^As 
I  hope  to  be  saved,  it's  more  liker  a  hos- 
pital than  a  servants'  hall — there  isn't  one 
of 'em  hale  and  hearty,  but  Mrs  Priscilla, 
,_her  Ladyship's  woman;  and  she's  sich  an 
VOL.  IV,  \  antikity 
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antikity  scarecrow,  that  she  puts  one 
in  mind  of  a  dry  ottomy  !  And  then  sich 
old  grumpty  notions  as  they've  all  got 
crammed  into  their  old  heads  ! — There's 
no  second  tahle ;  but  they  all  eats  in 
the  moloncholy  old  stoned  serv^ants' 
hall — and  such  a  semblin^'  too-ether,  sure 
nobody  ever  seed  with  theii  eyes.  I'm 
sure  her  Ladyship  must  have  a  hard  heart, 
not  to  give  'em  a  trifle  a-piece,  to  live  out 
their  old  years  upon,  and  let  'em  all  get 
to  their  own  hearth-side  snug  and  com- 
fortable, as  sich  poor  infirmity  creeturs 
oft  to  do ;  but  she's  one,  I  suppose,  as 
will  have  her  pennyworth  out  of  every 
body  atbre  she's  done  with 'em  ! — Well, 
bad  as  Lady  Melville  was,  it  wasn't  so  dis- 
aji'reeable  in  her  house  as  this  is  1" 

*'  Do  not  say  so,  Dolly,"  said  her  young 
Lady,  rather  cheered  by  the  reflection  that 
she  had  escaped  the  wiles  of  the  dreaded 
Countess:  ^' let  me  entreat  that  you  do 
not  speak  of  Lady  Betty  but  with  respect; 
and  if  you  continue  to  think  your  re- 
sidence here  not  so  pleasing  as  you  could 
wish,  I  hope  to  be  enabled,   on  a  future 

tlay, 
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day,  to   recompense   you   for  sacrificing 
your  inclinations  to  my  comfort." 

'MVell,  Lord,  it  mayn't  be  for  long," 
replied  Dolly,  *'  who  knows! — well. 
Ma'am,  as  you  desire  it,  I  won't  say  a 
word  more — only  as  I  found  you  a  crying, 
it  sot  meotftoo;  so,  as  my  heart  was  full, 
out  it  all  come  !" 

Laura  thanked  her  for  her  ready  acqui- 
escence, and  went  to  her  repose  with  a 
mind  rather  relieved :  in  fact,  the  com- 
parison drawn  by  ]\Irs.  ^Maunder  between 
her  present  abode  and  that  of  Lady  ]Mel- 
ville,  by  sinking  the  intervening  one  of 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  almost  reconciled  her  to  her 
fate. 

''  If  the  manners  of  Lady  Betty  are 
repulsive,"  thought  she,  '^and  her  dwell- 
ing gloomy,  at  least  I  may  be  assured  that 
my  fame  will  not  be  endangered  under 
her  roof,  or  my  peace  destroyed  either  by 
artful  machinations,  or  violence  and  illegal 
oppression  !" 

With  this  reflection  Laura  laid  her  head 

upon  her  pillow ;  and  having  given  a  i'cw 

sighs  to  the  agremms  of  the  little  house^ 

I  2  hold 
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hold  she  had  been  compelled  so  abruptly 
to  quit,  and  having  deprecated  the  early 
return  of  Mrs.  Aubrey  to  her  Adwan  re- 
sidence,  she  sunk  to  sleep. 


CHAP.  IX. 


.T  seven  o'clock  precisely,  Mrs.  Pris- 
cilla  entered  the  apartment  the  next  morn- 
ing to  call  her,  by  the  direction  of  Lady 
Betty ;  but,  as  Laura  had  already  learned 
from  her  patroness  that  slie  was  an  early 
riser,  she  was  then  up :  and,  until  her 
presence  was  required,  she  walked  in  the 
gardens  belonging  to  the  house,  which 
were  tolerably  extensive,  and  duly  en- 
compassed by  very  high  walls :  the  walks 
were  uncommonly  spacious,  and  entirely 
straight,  and  not  being  much  encumbered 
with  the  **  shade  of  melancholy  boughs," 
4  ill 
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in  traversing  them,  it  was  impossible  for 
the  mind  or  the  person  to  wander  in  ro- 
mantic mazes. 

Yet  Laura  found  the  air  pleasant  and 
reviving;  and  having  taken  refuge  from 
the  sun,  under  the  umbrage  of  a  wall,  she 
walked  until  half  after  eight,  when  she  re- 
turned to  the  house  because  she  under- 
stood it  to  be  tho  breakfast  hour  of  Lady 
Betty,  v»'ho  complimented  her  upon  her 
early  rising  ;  but  concluded  the  eulogium, 
which  was  in  truth  rather  Spartan,  by  en- 
quiring how  she  had  employed  herself; 
and  upon  the  reply  of  Laura — 

**  What!"  she  exclaimed,  ''passed  the 
whole  time  in  idleness  !  Oh  fie,  fie !  What 
is  the  end  of  getting  up,  if  you  are  not 
doing  any  thing  useful  ?'* 

'*  If  your  Ladyship,"  said  the  abashed 
Laura,  *'  will  condescend  to  inform  me 
how  you  desire  to  see  me  occupied,  I  v/ill 
not  in  future  merit  the  same  censure." 

''  Well,   child,"  returned  Lady  Betty, 
rather  mollified,    *'  I  will  contrive  a  piece 
of  work  for  you  by  to-morrow :  and  to-day 
you  may  help  Winteram  with  her  carpet.'' 
I  3  Laura 
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Laura  heard  this  arrangement  with  pro- 
per respect ;  and  from  breakfast  until  the 
party  separated  to  dress  for  dinner,  the 
Lady  and  her  ill-paired  dependants  con- 
tinued to  ply  the  needle  with  a  most 
Ariadne-like  perseverance,  except  for  one 
half-hour,  when  her  Ladyship  (wrapped 
in  an  ancient  arm-holed  cloak,  lined  and 
adorned  with  ermine,  with  Miss  Winteram 
equally  fenced  against  the  impertinence  of 
an  insidious  zephyr,  supporting  her  steps 
on  the  oue  side,  and  Laura  on  the  other) 
marched  in  very  slow  time  up  and  down  a 
broad  pavement  at  the  back  of  the  house. 

After  dinner,  the  elder  ladies  sat  very 
upright  in  their  chairs,  and  nodded  for 
about  an  hour ;  but  Laura  could  not  avoid 
remarking  that  Miss  Winteram  resisted 
the  potent  invader  sleep,  until  it  had  pre- 
viously illustrated  its  power  over  Lady 
Betty,  and  then,  according  to  etiquette, 
sbe  like wi?i>e  yielded  to  its  influence — whilst 
Laura  sighed  and  meditated. 

The  evening  passed  as  the  former  had 
done  ;  and  at  eleven  they  again  withdrew 

for  the  night. 

Spite 
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Spite  of  the  philosophy  with  Vv'hich  she 
endeavoured  to  arm  herself,  the  prospect 
of  passing  many  such  days  v>'eighed  very 
heavily  upon  the  spirits  of  Laura;  and 
Dolly  not  immediately  appearing,  she  sat 
disconsolate  and  forlorn  in  her  gloomy 
dressing-room,  not  so  much  requiring  iier 
assistance,  as  indulging  an  inclination  to 
converse  with  lier  as  a  sort  of  fellow^- 
sufferer. 

In  a  short  time,  however,  ]Mrs.  -Maunder 
hurried  to  her,  and  excused  her  tardiness 
by  mentioning  what  luid  detained  her. 

**  They  axed  me  in  to  see  the  sideboard 
of  plate,"  said  Dolly  ;  *^so  I  went  to  get 
a  peep  at  it ;  f">r  the  old  butler  said  it  was 
very  grand,  and  had  belonged  to  her  Lady- 
ship's family  by  the  mother's  side  ;  and  do 
you  know,  Miss  Laura,  those  poor  old 
creeturs  have  to  take  it  everv  nio;ht,  bit 
by  bit,  without  leaving  a  spoon  behind, 
to  the  iron  closet,  and  then  tlie  key  is 
carried  to  her  Ladyship ;  so  seeing  tliem 
so  busy  a  stumping  to  and  fro,  and  puff- 
ing and  blowing,  I  could  not  but  lend  a 
hand,  for  I  knew  you  wouldn't  make  many 
1 4  words 
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words  about  my  staying  a  bit !— and  Lord, 
I  hoped  *em  to  do  it  in  half  the  time  !" 

Laura  commended  her  humanity,  and 
encouraged  her  to  continue  her  good 
offices  ;  and  after  an  interchange  of  future 
hopes  and  expectations,  wliich  highly  gra- 
tified honest  Dolly,  and  soothed  iht  ennui 
of  her  young  Lady,  they  separated  for  the 
night. 

It  was  nearly  one  o'clock  ere  Laura 
forgot  her  dreary  prospects  in  a  slumber; 
and  to  her  imagination  she  could  not  have 
slept  an  hour,  when  she  was  awakened  by 
a  noise  that  resembled .  some  heavy  sub- 
stance falUng  in  the  chamber  over  her's  : 
it  sounded,  she  thought,  like  a  person 
dropping  from  a  bed  to  the  floor ;  and  the 
idea  immediately  occurred,  that  one  of  the 
poor  old  domestics  might  be  in  a  fit. 

Under  this  painful  impression  she  started 
lip,  in  the  intention  of  sending  Dolly  to 
alarm  the  other  servants,  when  her  facul- 
ties were  all  suspended  by  horror  on  dis- 
tinguishing a  distant  and  feeble  cry  of 
*' Murder  1"  that  appeared  to  proceed 
from  a  poor  wretch  in  the  last  pangs. 

Another 
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Another  sound  now  approached  from 
the  passage  leading  to  her  apartment,  and 
the  dressing-room  door  was  thrown  open. 
At  this  n^.oment  Lauia  fully  expected  the 
accomplishment  ot"  her  destiny  ;  but  after 
an  articLdation  of  strange  accents,  a  voice 
above  the  rest  exclamed — "  I  tell  you, 
d — mnatioH;  it  is  only  a  spare  nook  1 
Haven't  we  secured  'em  all  but  the  old  devil 
of  a  Dowager?" 

The  sounds  now  receded  ;  and  I-aura, 
pale,  motionless;  and  almost  pulseless, 
comprehended  that  the  house  was  occu- 
pied by  ruffians,  who  deliberately  intend- 
ed to  take  the  life  of  the  unhappy  Lady 
Betty. 

She  wished  to  prevent  it  :  and  sliding 
softly  from  her  bed,  meant,  but  wi':hout 
any  definite  purpose,  to  awaken  Dolly ; 
yet  ere  she  could  obtain  courage  to  creep 
towards  the  closet  where  she  slept,  she 
thought  she  heard  a  step  in  tlie  passage  ; 
but  it  retreated  again,  and  all  was  quiet. 
A  cold  shivering  seized  her  whole  frame, 
'which  shook  with  violence,  and  her  teeth 
clashed  as  in  an  ague.  Instinctively  she 
1  5  felt 
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felt  for  some  garment,  and  throv/ing  a 
dressing-gown  round  lier,  advanced  with 
a  stealing  pace,  and  instantly  encountered 
the  extended  hand  of  a  person  who  ap- 
proached from  the  closet.  Too  much 
agitated  to  reflect  that  it  was  most  proba- 
bly Dolly  herself  who  miglit  be  seeking 
protection  from  her  fears  by  the  side  af 
her  mistress,  Laura  fled,  and  bursting  into 
the  dressing-room,  crossed  it,  and  found 
herself  suddenly,  and  without  knowing 
where  she  was,  in  the  passage.  A  man 
with  a  Ian  thorn  stood  near  the  door  of  her 
apartment,  who  retreated  several  steps 
with  marks  of  astonishment  and  horror, 
when  she  appeared  ;  and  in  his  fixed  re- 
gard and  glaring  eye,  she  beheld  destruc- 
tion so  certain,  that  she  awaited  the  ex-' 
pected  blow  in  breathless  silence. 

The  lanthorn  shook  in  his  hand,  and 
the  sound  appalling  her  yet  more,  she  at 
length  uttered  a  fearful  shriek,  and  flying 
with  noiseless  steps  into  the  gallery,  wild- 
ly advanced  towards  a  light  she  discerned 
through  a  half  opened  door,  and  discover- 
ed herself  to  be  in  the  apartment  of  Lady 

Betty, 
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Betty,  "who  had  been  dragged  from  her 
bed  by  tlie  ruffians  then  surrounding  her, 
and  urged  with  dreadful  imprecations  to 
produce  her  money,   pkte,   and  jewels. 

*'  What  is  that  ?"  exclaimed  one  of  the 
villains,  in  quick  accents.  The  rest  looked 
round,  and  started  ;  and  a  pause  ensued. 

In  this  momentary  interim,  created  by 
the  superstition  and  cowardice  of  guilt,  a 
sudden  uproar  arose  at  some  distance  from 
the  apartment. 

* '  Where  could  Tom  Barrov/  have  been,  *' 
exclaimed  one  of  the  men,  ''  that  he  gave 
no  signal  l' 

'*  The  old  woman  shall  tell  no  tales  by 
God  1"'  cried  another,  witii  a  niCnacing 
action. 

'^  Do  not — do  not  murder  her!"  Laura 
ejaculated,  in  an  agony  of  horror  that 
superseded  for  the  moment  any  apprehen- 
sion for  herself. 

Again  every  eye  was  turned  to  her  ;  and 
unknowing  v/hat  slie  said,  in  a  low  yet 
distinct  voice,  she  unconsciously  uttered 
that  dread  commandment — ''Thou  shalt 
do  no  murder  1" 

I  G  Two 
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Two  of  the  ruffians  now  darted  away  ; 
and  two  more  who  yet  remained,  listening 
to  the  commotion  that  appeared  to  ap- 
proach the  apartment,  alternately  regard- 
ed her  and  Lady  Betty  with  malignancy 
and  irresolute  terror.  The  voices  of  their 
comrades  called  to  them  to  follow  their 
steps,  and  after  a  momentary  hesitation 
they  complied  :  but  at  the  door,  the 
wretch  who  had  threatened  the  life  of 
Lady  Betty,  suddenly  turned  back,  and 
his  companion  guessing  the  intention  with 
which  he  did  so,  caught  his  arm,  and 
dragging  him  away — 

**  Let  her  alone,  Jack,"  said  he,  '^and 
come  along.    Would  you  stay  to  be " 

The  sentence  was  interrupted  by  the 
report  of  fire-arms,  and  they  hastily  disap- 
peared, leaving  a  light  burning  upon  the 
dressing-table. 

Laura  could  not  yet  believe  that  either 
her  ancient  companion  or  herself  were  by 
any  means  safe  ;  but  after  listening  a  few 
seconds  to  the  sounds  of  contention  that 
reached  her  ear,  she  suddenly  flew  to  the 
door,  and  closing  it  with  eager  trepidation, 

let 
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let  fall  a  night-bolt,  and  Lady  Betty  then 
recovered  her  recollection  sufficiently  to 
aid  her  efforts  by  double-locking  and  bar- 
ring it ;  which  was  scarcely  done,  when 
some  one  pushed  against  it  with  a  violence 
that  shook  the  room,  and  cracked  the 
frame-work  of  the  door-case. 

From  this  moment  Laura  recollected 
nothing  further,  until  she  found  herself 
upon  a  bed,  at  the  side  of  which  sat  Lady 
Betty  in  a  sort  of  stupor,  and  Dolly  was 
leaning  over  her,  applying  hartshorn  and 
vinegar,  whilst  Miss  Winteram  clung  to 
the  curtains,  and  sobbed  with  hysterical 
violence. 

*'  Are  they  gone?'*  asked  Laura,  in  a 
faint  voice. 

*'  Yes,  they  are  taken  care  of;  and  I 
hope  they'll  come  to  be  hanged  1"  return- 
ed Dolly.  *'  Come,  Ma'am,  all  the  dan- 
ger's over  now,  so  don't  tremble  and  take 
on  so  1" 

With  her  assistance  Laura  raised  her- 
self; and  perceiving  Lady  Betty  reclining 
.n  a  great  chair,  with  a  most  cadaverous- 
looking 
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looking  aspect,  she  enquired  if  lier  Lady- 
ship was  hurt. 

*^  No,"  replied  she,  turning  towards 
Laura,  with  very  little  appearance  of  ten- 
derness either  in  her  tone  or  manner,  "  I 
am  not  hurt;   but  how  are  you,  child  ?" 

**  And  is  no  one  hurt  then?''  resumed 
the  anxious  enquirer. 

'*  Not  materially,  I  hope,"  returned 
Lady  Betty  ;  who  having  now  leisure  and 
presence  of  mind  to  look  round  her,  ob- 
served in  what  an  useless  manner  Miss 
"VVinteram  was  employing  herself. 

Her  reprimand  restored  the  good  damsel 
to  her  recollection  with  wonderful  expedi- 
tion, and  she  was  then  commissioned  to 
superintend  the  warming  of  some  spiced 
wine,  to  recover  her  patroness  from  the 
cold  which  had  seized  her  right  honour- 
able stomach.  Her  Ladyship  next  direct- 
ed Dolly  to  get  the  child's  clothes,  and 
dress  her,  that  she  might  not  catch  a 
rheumatism  by  sitting  in  such  slender  at- 
tire ;  and  Mrs.  Priscilla  at  this  niomeut 
joining  the  party,    with  a  rnien  of  staring 

open- 
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Open-mouthed  consternation,  she  was  in- 
stantly ordered  to  bring  the  mantle  worn 
by  her  Lady  the  preceding  morning,  to 
wrap  round  her. 

But  the  poor  creature,  who  had  been 
sharing  the  fate  of  the  other  domestics, 
and  had  not  long  been  released  from  the 
bonds  bestowed  upon  her  by  the  depre- 
dators;  had  not  yet  sufhci-ently  recovered 
the  operation  of  her  terror,  to  obey  any 
other  command  than  that  of  attending  the 
repeated  summons  of  Lady  Betty;  and 
Laura,  perceiving  her  situation,  offered 
her  services  or  those  of  Doily  :  but  her 
Ladyship  would  not  by  any  means  receive 
them,  and  having  vainly  repeated  the 
order  to  Mrs.  Priscilla  tliree  distinct  times, 
she  awaited  with  a  grim  aspect  the  return 
of  Miss  Winteram,  who  at  length  appear- 
ed with  a  salver,  and  Laura  was  desired 
to  drink  a  part  of  the  wine. 

The  companion  related  that  it  was  sus- 
pected by  the  servants  that  the  young  man 
Avho  acted  as  coachman,  was  a  party  in  the 
attempt  which  liad  so  fortunately  failed; 
as  one  of  the  villains  had  intimated  some- 
thing 
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tiling  to  that  effect,   and  the  fellow  had 
been  secured. 

Lady  Eetty,  raising  her  hands  and  eyes, 
deprecated  the  wickedness  of  the  age; 
and  Laura,  no  longer  able  to  restrain  the 
curiosity  that  urged  her  to  the  enquiry, 
demanded  by  what  providential  circum- 
stance the  wretches  had  been  discovered, 
and  overpowered. 

She  then  learned  that  the  old  coachman 
had  appeared  so  helpless,  weak,  and  ill, 
that  they  would  not  waste  their  time  in 
dragging  him  from  his  bed,  and  binding 
him,  as  they  imagined  it  impossible  he 
coulvl  oppose  or  obstruct  their  design  ; 
but  the  poor  man  comprehending  their 
purpose,  had  collected  his  whole  strength 
to  crawl  from  his  apartment  over  the 
stabling,  to  a  public-house  facing  the 
end  of  the  avenue,  where  he  had  given 
the  alarm,  and  some  Dragoons  quartered 
there,  had  hastened  with  their  arms  to  the 
succour  of  the  family. 

When  the  day  dawned.  Lady  Betty  dis- 
missed Laura  and  Miss  Winteram,  to  pre- 
pare   for    their    immediate    removal    to 

London  j 
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London  ;  for  the  shock  she  had  received 
was  so  potent,  that  she  could  not  com- 
mand fortitude  enough  to  remain  in  her 
violated  mansion,  but  had  decided  to  in- 
habit, for  the  present,  that  of  her  brother's 
in  town  ;  a  determination  that  almost 
compensated  to  Laura  for  the  affright  and 
horror  she  had  sustained. 

At  seven,  she  partook  of  Lady  Betty's 
breakfast ;  and  from  that  hour  until  noon, 
assisted  Miss  Winteram  in  packing  up  the 
jewels  and  other  valuables  indicated  by 
her  Ladyship,  who  Hkewise  dispatched  her 
plate  to  the  house  of  her  banker  ;  and 
having  left  her  dwelling  properly  guarded, 
rewarded  with  great  liberality  her  rescuers, 
and  given  strict  orders  that  John,  the 
coachman,  should  be  very  carefully  at- 
tended, she  ascended  her  carriage,  to 
Avhich  were  attached  four  post-horses,  be- 
cause her  Ladyship  v/as  never  drawn  by  a 
single  pair.  Laura  was  directed  to  seat 
herself  by  tlie  side  of  her  patroness,  Miss 
Winteram  in  due  order  followed,  and  in 
profound  silence  the  party  arrived  at  their 

new 
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new  habitation,  whither  Dolly  and  Mrs. 
Priscilla  shortly  followed  them. 

The  spirits  and  hopes  of  Laura  rose  when 
she  found  herself  so  near  her  friends,  to 
whom  sheardentl}^  wished  to  communicate 
her  vicinity,  whilst  she  was  compelled  to 
await  the  solemn  motions  of  Lady  Betty, 
whom  it  would  have  been  indecorous  to 
anticipate  in  any  point ;  but  finding  that 
the  good  Lady  did  not  appear  to  think 
this  measure  necessary,  she  recollected 
that  Mrs.  Aubrey  was  to  send  some  arti- 
cles of  apparel  for  herself  to  the  mansion 
of  Lady  Betty  on  the  day  following,  and 
availing  herself  of  this  ci-propos  circum- 
stance, received  in  return  a  commenda- 
tion for  lier  thoughtfulness,  and  her 
Ladyship  desired  a  servant  to  go  imme- 
diately to  Mrs.  Aubrey,  and  inform  her 
of  their  altered  residence:  intelligence 
which  being  very  much  amplified  when  it 
reached  her,  instantly  brought  Caroline 
and  herself  to  tlie  house  of  refuse. 

Miss  St.  Orme  embraced  Laura  with 
terror  and  afiection;   whilst  Mrs.  Aubrey 

addressed 
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addressed  to  Lady  Betty  a  congratulatory 
compliment :  and  her  Ladyship  then  gave 
a  very  circumstantial  detail  of  her  noctur- 
nal adventure,  mingled  with  some  ex- 
pressions of  approbation  of  the  proper 
manner  in  which  the  child  hsid  conducted 
herself. 

Mrs.  Aubrey,  who  discerned  with  ge- 
nerous satisfaction  that  Laura  was  be- 
coming an  uncommon  favourite,  readily 
acquiesced  in  the  opinion  that  she  had 
acted  with  great  propriety;  and  expressing 
her  happiness  that  the  aftair  had  not  ter- 
minated worse,  she  recollected  that  Lady 
Betty  thought  it  indecorous  to  lengthein  a 
visit  v/ithout  a  positive  invitation  to  do  so, 
and  motioned  to  depart. 

Before  she  left  the  room,  her  Ladyship 
requested  that  she  \\ould  call  the  next 
morning  at  ten  o'clock,  because  she  wish- 
ed to  converse  with  her  upon  some  busi- 
ness which  had  for  object  the  advantage 
of  the  child  :  and  i^Irs.  Aubrey  accepted 
the  appointir.cnt  with  pleasure,  in  the  hope 
that  Lady  Cctty  meant  to  testify  her  sense 
of  the  benciit  she  believed  to  hcive  derived 

from 
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from  tlie  interference  of  Laura  in  the  rno- 
ment  of  danger,  by  compensating  to  her 
in  a  liberal  and  ample  manner  for  her  loss 
of  the  fortune  Lord  Beliingham  had  so  ill 
secured  to  her;  whilst  Laura  herself  had 
a  secret  hope  and  wish  that  this  advantage 
might  be  a  permanent  residence  with  Mrs. 
Aubrey  ;  and  it  enabled  her  to  receive  the 
adieus  of  this  amiable  v/oman,  and  of  her 
younger  friend,  with  less  regret.  But 
when  she  again  appeared  at  tiie  time  ap- 
pointed, the  heart  of  Laura  palpitated 
with  a  more  mixed  and  less  pleasurable 
emotion. 

When  she  rose  to  withdraw  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  conference,  Lady  Eetty  desired 
her  to  remain  ;  but  Miss  Winteram  was 
dismissed  with  very  little  ceremony,  and 
her  Ladyship  then  began. 

**  Mrs.  Aubrey,  I  have  desired  the  fa- 
vour of  your  company,  Madam,  to  con- 
sult with  you  upon  a  plan  I  have  been 
digesting  the  whole  of  yesterday,  to  settle 
this  child  in  the  holy  state  of  matrimony  ; 
for  although,  as  the  Apostle  says,  it  is 
better  to  reserve  yourself  wholly  for  the 

service 
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service  of  Heaven,  yet  certainly,  in  some 
cases,  marriage  is  an  eligible  and  suitable 
thing." 

Laura  felt  the  blood  rush  to  her  checks 
at  this  exordium,  whilst  her  friend,  equally 
surprised,  conquered  every  appearance  of 
it  M'ith  some  effort,  and  acknowledged  the 
honour  conferred  upon  her  by  this  pre- 
tended consultation. 

^^  This  child  is  well-looking,*'  resumed 
Lady  Betty  ;  ^^  and  now  1  am  obliged  to 
remain  some  time  in  London,  I  shall  be 
alarmed  every  time  she  approaches  the 
"window,  lest  some  young  profligate,  of 
which  there  are  abundance,  God  knows  ! 
should  see  her,  and  seduce  her  from  the 
paths  of  virtue." 

Laura  was  shocked  at  this  blunt  decla- 
ration ;  but  not  observing  the  indignant 
suffusion  that  marked  her  resentment, 
Lady  Betty  proceeded. 

*'  You  know,  Mrs.  Aubrey,  that  I  have 
great  reason  to  be  cautious  on  that  score ; 
therefore  I  have  given  the  matter  much 
consideration,  and  have  settled  it  greatly 
to  my  own  satisfaction. 

''  So 


190  THE    WIFE    AND 

*'  So  much  for  consultation  /"  thought 
Mrs.  Aubrey. 

''  What  strange  old-fashioned  figure  has 
she  found  out  for  me!"  thought  Laura, 
on  her  part. 

**  I  know  not,"  continued  Lady  Betty, 
''  if  you  recollect  to  have  formerly  seen  a 
young  man  Mdio  was  a  few  years  back 
Chaplain  to  my  sister,  the  Countess  of 
Mertrim." 

Mrs.  Aubrey  bowed  ;  though  in  fact  at 
the  time  mentioned  by  Lady  Betty,  she 
was  a  child  ;  but  as  she  conceived  her 
acquiescence  to  be  of  little  consequence, 
she  would  not  refuse  it. 

*'  Well,  Madam,  this  Clergyman  was 
always  a  modest,  decent,  steady  man,  and 
very  attentive  to  the  duties  of  his  situation 
in  my  sister's  family  ;  but  he  always  de- 
clared that  he  considered  the  Trahernes  to 
be  his  patrons,  in  preference  to  the  Mcr- 
trims ; — so  at  the  death  of  the  Countess, 
I  procured  him  a  living  from  my  brother 
George,  and  he  married  a  very  sober  dis- 
creet woman  :  and  when,  in  due  time,  she 
brought   forth  a  son,    he  wrote   to   me, 

humbly 
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humbly  praying  that  I  would   answer  for 
the  babe,  by  proxy,   at  the  font.     Well, 
Madam,  I  complied,  charging  the  parents 
to  bring  him  up  piously  and   worthily  ; 
and    they    obeyed    my    injunction,    duly 
conductingtheboy  to  me  for  my  blessing, 
whenever  business  indispensably  brought 
the  father  to  London.     And  he  has  always 
proved  himself  a  grave,   attentive,   studi- 
ous,  diligent  lad  ;  and  has   now  quitted 
the  University,    without  being   contami- 
nated by  the  idleness,   folly,   and  profane 
discussion  which  I  am  told  abound  in  both 
those  great  seminaries.      As  he  has  there- 
fore passed  a  iiery  trial,   and   come  forth 
pure,   I  don't  know  where  I  could  better 
fix  my  choice  for  this  child,  who  will  then 
live  under  the  roof  of  his  parents,  tilltliey 
shall  teach  her  due  discretion  :   and  I  will, 
from  the  regard   I   bear  them  both,   give 
her  a  dower,   that  shall   enable  them  to 
live  with  the  decency  suitable  to  the  boy's 
profession.     1  expect   his   father  and  him 
•  in  London  every  day — I  may  say   every 
hour;  for  he  was  to  have  been  here  last 
week,    to  be  ordained  : — and  that  green 

silk 
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silk  purse  which  the  child  is  now  netting, 
I  design  to  contain  the  present  I  shall 
make  him  upon  this  great  occasion :  which, 
as  she  now  knows,  will  add  a  spur  to  her 
industry,   I  suppose." 

Scarcely  was  this  long  harangue  con- 
cluded, when  one  of  her  Ladyship's  own 
domestics  announced  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Davison  and  his  son,  who  being  very 
readily  admitted,  instantly  made  their  ap- 
pearance. 

Laura,  in  inconceivable  vexation,  drop- 
ped the  green  silk  purse,  and  ]\Irs.  Aubrey 
turned  with  anxious  curiosity  to  behold 
this  pair  of  elect;  when  a  middle-aged 
man,  with  sandy  hair,  a  shining  face, 
keen  grey  eyes  surmounted  with  light  yel- 
low brows,  a  sharp  nose,  and  thin  simper- 
ing lips  very  fast  closed,  entered  first  with 
half-a-dozen  bows,  so  profound  that  they 
almost  amounted  to  prostration.  Such 
-was  Mr.  Davison  ;  who,  having  concluded 
his  own  silent  salutations,  seized  his  son 
by  the  arm,  and  bringing  hiui  with  a  quick 
step  immediately  before  Lady  Betty,  ad- 
monished him  in  a  deep  solemn  tone  to 

kneel 
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kneel  to  his  most  worthy  patroness,  and 
trul}^  honourable  godmother,  for  her  pious 
blessing. 

Th e  y o ii n  2;  m an ,  ash  a m  ed  o F  ji e r fo rm  i  n g 
the  prescribed  ceremony  before  the  strang- 
ers, stood  for  some  moments  immoveable, 
resisting  with  awkward  obstinacy  his 
father's  efifoits,  until  the  pain  of  the 
violent  pinches  and  expostulatory  tiig- 
gings  at  his  arm  at  length  resolved  him, 
and  he  dropped  upon  his  knees,  exclaiming 
as  he  hajd  been  wont — **  I  implore  your 
blessing,  my  honoured  and  honourable 
godmother  !"  still,  however,  vainly  en- 
deavouring, at  the  same  lime  to  shake  off 
the  vindictive  gripeof  his  indignant  father. 

Shocked  as  Laura  was,  she  couid  scarcely 
forbear  laughing  ;  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  bit 
her  lips  to  prevent  the  smile  that  hovered 
on  them. 

'*  Oil  fascinating  adulatFon  !"'  she 
secretly  exclaimed,  *'  wiiat  a  garb  hast 
thou  put  on  to  besiege  tiiat  impenetrable 
heart  T' 

During  tlie  ceremony  of  the  blessing, 
she    received    from   Laura  a  supplicaur.g 

VOL.  IV.  K  glance. 


194  THE    WIFE    AND 

glance,  to  which  she  replied  hy  another 
«f  encouragement ;  and  Lady  Betty  then 
introduced  them  to  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Davison. 

^'  This  gentlewoman,"  said  her  Lady- 
ship;  ^'  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Aubrey,  a  good 
and  righteous  man,  and  a  worthy  Minister 
of  the  Church  of  England." 

At  this  notification  the  elder  gentleman 
knit  his  brows  involuntarily,  screwed  his 
•  iips  more  firmly,  and  bowed.  Mr.  Aubrey 
now  immediately  appeared  to  him  in  the 
light  of  a  rival,  and  by  this  violent  com- 
mendation,  a  very  formidable  one. 

*'  And  this  child,"  continued  Lady 
Betty,  *'  is — is  an  orphan  I  take  care  of, 
and  i  believe  a  very  good  child." 

What,  another  rival  a  rival  to  his  son, 
thegodsun,  John  Traherne  Davison! 

*'  This  cuised  old  beidame  is  growing 
chiidi^h  r'  thought  the  v/orthy  man : 
**  after  having  passed  her  whole  life  with- 
out one  b-'cial  affection,  she  is  sin!  ing 
into  the  weakness  of  patronizing  orphans  ! 
Mr.  Aubrey,  too,  the  devil  take  him  1 
But  who  can  the  }  oung  minx  be  .-" 

By 
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By  this  time  the  party  were  seated  with- 
decent  composure,  and  young  Davison 
occupying  his  chair  with  unconquerable 
awkwardness;  hung  his  head  in  sullen 
silence;  for  though  he  did  not  dare  to 
rebel  in  the  formidable  presence  of  Lady 
Betty,  he  was  still  angry  and  confounded- 
at  having  been  compelled  to  exhibit  the 
farce  of  the  genuflexion  to  the  ladies  ;  nor 
would  his  father  indeed  have  hazarded  the 
scene  to  profane  eyes,  had  he  not  feared 
the  effect  of  suddenly  appearing  to  slacken 
in  his  zealous  devotion,  after  having  ri- 
gorously sustained  it  for  so  many  years  ; 
and  he  regarded  ]\Irs.  Aubrey  and  Laura 
with  a  very  malicious  observation,  both 
as  interlopers  and  interested  spies. 

Lady  Betty  now  enquired  when  the 
youth  was  to  be  invested  with  the  holy 
office  of  pastor  to  the  Lord's  flocks ;  to 
which  he  replied,  kicking  his  heel  against 
the  frame  of  his  chair,  that  he  did  not 
know. 

His  father,  aghast  at  the  mutinous  inso- 
lence of  his  manner,  hastily  observed  that 
the  ordination  would  take  place  with  all 
k2  due 


195  THE   WIFE    AVD 

due  speed  and  convenience.  He  then 
proceeded  to  expatiate  with  hallowed 
ecstacy  upon  the  providential  escape  of 
her  Ladyship  from  the  hand  of  the  assassin, 
which  when  he  had  heard  at  her  mansion, 
where  his  son  and  himself  had  been  the 
preceding  day,  he  said  it  had  given  Iiim 
inconceivable  ao-itation  lest  hi^  iionoured 

o 

patroness  should  find  her  precious  health 
injured  by  the  shock  :  nor  were  his  anxious 
enquiries  silenced  until  he  was  fully  as- 
sured that  slie  had  neither  cold,  rheuma- 
tism, gout,   nor  sciatica. 

Mrs.  Aubre}',  who  had  an  engagement 
at  one  (/clock,  finding  there  was  not  any 
probability  that  the  gentlemen  would 
quickly  depart,  was  compelled  to  leave 
them  in  possession  of  the  field;  and,  to 
the  extreme  uiortjfication  of  Laura,  an- 
nounced the  necessity  of  iier  immediate 
return  to  her  present  home:  but  ere  she 
left  the  htuse,  having  vainly  intimated 
that  she  should  feel  paiticulaiiy  honoured 
by  (braining  the  iiu!  l-ence  of  her  Lady- 
ship's society,  she  next  solicited  that  of 
1-aura  for  the  next  day,  who  heaid  the 

reijue^t 
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request  complied  with,  after  a  short  pause, 
with  exquisite  delight. 

Lady  Betty  very  soon  after  hinted  to 
Mr.  Davison  in  terms  rather  decisive,  that 
lie  was  at  li{)erty  to  depart  ;  but  qualihed 
the  dismissal  with  telling  him  that  she 
wished  to  see  him  the  next  morning  upon 
business  of  some  importance. 

With  a  very  submissive  air  he  bowed 
compliance  in  both  instances;  and  after 
numberless  courtesies  exceedingly  over- 
strained towards  his  patroness,  and  a 
neglect  as  marked  towards  Laura,  he  with- 
drew,  followed  by  his  liopeful  son. 

Miss  Wintejam  was  then  recalled  from 
exile;  and  to  the  infinite  relief  of  Laura, 
nothing  further  was  said  upon  the  subject 
of  her  union  with  Mr.  John  Traherne 
Davison. 


K  3  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     Xo 


RS.  AUBREY  sent  the  carriage  for 
her  impatient  guest  at  an  early  hour  tlie 
next  nnorning ;  but  Lady  Betty,  displeased 
with  the  youthful  appearance  both  of  the 
footman  and  coachman,  as  she  happened 
to  discern  them  from  a  window,  protested 
that  all  discretion  was  wholly  vanishing 
from  the  face  of  the  earth ;  and  Laura, 
trembling  at  this  apostroplie,  began  to 
fear  she  should  not  be  suffered  to  go  to 
her  friend,  from  the  apprehended  levity 
or  carelessness  of  her  attendants. 

After  some  difficulty,  however,  Lady 
Betty  adjusted  the  matter  more  to  her 
own  satisfaction,  by  sending  with  the 
child  one  of  her  ancient  laquals^  who 
mounted  the  foot-board  with  great  and 

very 
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very  necessary  deliberation,  and  was  nearly 
jerked  from  it  a  moment  after,  when  the 
driver  set  off  as  usual,   full  speed. 

At  the  fourth  turning,  as  he  happened 
to  be  an  ambitious  and  daring  genius,  he 
seized  v/ith  avidity  an  opportunity  that 
presented  itself  of  jockeying  another  gen- 
tleinan  of  the  whip ;  and  baulking  his 
turning,  swung  into  the  disputed  street 
with  so  rapid  a  motion,  that  the  ancient 
serN'itor  of  Lady  Betty  was  unable  to  retain 
his  station,  and  v/as  thrown  on  the  pave- 
ment,  bruised,   maimed,  and  senseless. 

The  cries  of  the  spectators  awakened 
the  attention  of  Laura,  who  on  discovering 
the  occasion  of  the  alarm,  eagerly  called 
to  the  coachman  to  stop  ;  and  jumping 
from  the  carriage  almost  without  assist- 
ance, followed  the  sufferer  into  a  large 
house  near  the  spot,  whither  he  was  taken. 
He  was  speechless  ;  and  Laura  instantly- 
sending  for  surgical  assistance,  entreated 
that  every  thing  might  be  done  for  the 
poor  old  man  which  should  be  thought 
necessary.  His  white  hair,  his  pale  fur- 
rowed aspect,  the  groans  he  unconsciously 
K  4  uttered, 
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iittereJ,  and  the  idea  that  in  her  service 
he  ha(!  tiu'oinjtered  thi->  unfortunate  acci- 
dent, ail  coubpired  to  heighten  her  regrets  ; 
and  as  sl;e  enntemplated  him  as  lie  hy 
upon  a  eouch  in  a  sort  of  saloon  w  here 
he  Iiad  been  placed,  the  tears  gushed  from 
her  eyes,  and  slie  deprecated  a  dissolution 
so  terril)jy  hastened. 

At  length  imagining  that  the  people 
around  lier  did  not  exert  themselves  pro- 
perly, she  undertook  the  task  of  chafing 
his  withered  temples;  and  the  drop  in 
either  e\e  stood  suspended  by  anxious 
hope,  wlien  she  perceived  in  the  venerable 
aspect  a  trace  of  returning  sensation. 

"  Oh,  When,"  she  exclaimed,  **  will 
a  surgeon  arrive  !  Who  has  been  sent 
for  one  ?" 

Then  taking  lier  purse  from  her  pocket, 
with  her  eyes  si  ill  tixed  upon  the  sufferer, 
she  held  it  out  to  whoever  would  receive 
it  and  entreated  that  another  messenger 
might  be  dispatched;  but  the  hand  and 
the  purse  were  gently  repulsed,  and  a 
voice  that  made  her  start,  repeated  the 
Older  with  e(]ual  energy. 

''  Mr. 
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*'  Mr.  St.  Orme!"  exclaimed  Laura. 

'^  I  beheld  the  carriage  at  the  door/* 
lie  replied,  *'  and  heard  some  people  round 
it  mention  an  accident,  and  such  alarm- 
ing circumstances  account  for  my  presence 
here:  but,  my  dear  Miss  Delaunie,  allo.v" 
me  to  conduct  you  hence  ;  tliis  is  a  house 
of  public  resort,  and  therefore  an  improper 
place  for  you  to  appear  in,  even  on  so 
humane  an  occasion/' 

*'  But  this  poor  old  man  !''  said  Laura  : 
'C  vv'ho  will " 

*'  1  will  engage  that  he  is  carefully 
attended,"  interrupted  St.  Orme:  **  con- 
si  d  er,    m  y  a  m  i  a  1 )  1  e  f r  i  e  n  d ' ' 

^'  If  it  is  improper  to  remain,  I  v/ ill  go 
then,"  said  Laurn,  M'iping  the  tears  from 
her  clieek;  ''  but  will  }ou  condescend  to 
stciy  here  until  somethino;  effectual  is 
done  ?" 

St.  Orme  readily  promised  thi-?,  and 
then  led  her  to  tlie  carriage.  The  crowd 
had  now  almost  entirely  dispersed  ;  and 
on  crossing  the  foot-way,  the  eye  of  Laura 
encountered  the  screwd-up  aspect  of  Mr. 
Davison,  who  started  on  observing  whence 
K  5  &lie 
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she  came;  and  raising  his  spread  hand  in 
exceeding  horror  and  astonishment  to  his 
inchned  face,  as  if  to  exclude  some  dread- 
ful sight,   he  hastily  walked  on. 

She  coloured  violently,  but  would  not 
appear  to  remark  the  impertinence  of  his 
look  and  gesture  ;  and  St.  Orme,  who 
had  not  observed  any  part  of  the  panto- 
mim.e,  put  her  into  the  carriage,  and  en- 
joined the  coachman  to  be  careful. 

Laura,  earnestly  thanking  him  for  re- 
lieving her  mind  of  part  of  its  anxiety, 
bade  him  adieu  ;  but  instead  of  returning 
the  farewell,  he  informed  her  that  he  was 
happily  allowed  to  be  a  guest  at  the  table 
of  Mrs.  Aubrey,  and  would  bring  her  a 
faithful,  and  he  hoped  a  good  report  of 
her  patient. 

Her  cheeks  were  again  suffused  at  this 
intelligence  ;  and  forgetting  the  invidious 
action  of  Mr.  Davison,  her  mind  was  now 
divided  between  the  pleasures  of  the 
coming  hour  and  the  unlucky  incident 
which  she  believed  could  alone  have  im- 
bittered  them. 

The  reception  given  to  her  by  Mrs, 
Aubrey     and     Carolinep      soothed     and 

delighted 
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deliohted  her.  The  countenance  and  the 
accents  of  each  demonstrated  suicere  attec- 
tion,  and  the  gratefal  heart  of  Laura 
rejected  for  some  moments  any  other  guest 
tlian  the  happiness  she  derived  from  the 
tenderness  of  their  regard  ;  but  at  length 
the  painful  occurrence  that  had  so  much 
affected  her,  rev^erted  to  her  imagination, 
and  she  was  preparing  to  mention  it, 
when  Miss  St.  Orme  exclaimed — 

**  Cecil  dines  with  us  !  He  would  not 
have  pardoned  me,  I  believe,  if  I  had 
not  advertised  him  of  your  engagement 
with  us  to-day  ;  and  I  ani  sure  he  would 
have  been  very  much  disappointed  if  our 
kind  Mrs.  Aubrey  had  not  invited  him 
to  join  our  party." 

*'  fie  is  very  good;"  replied  Laura  :  '^  I 
have  already  seen  him  this  morning,  and 
am  now  impatient  for  his  appearance." 

She  then  repeated  the  accident  that  had 
occurred,  and  the  task  which  had  devolved 
upon  St.  Orme;  and  Mrs.  Aubrey,  very 
much  chagrined,  became  er^ually  anxious 
for  his  report. 

la  another  half  hour  he  relieved  their 
K.  6  appre- 
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apprehensions  fn  some  degree,  by  bringing 
intelligence  that  the  poor  old  man,  though 
suffering  greatly  from  contusions,  did  not 
appear  to  be  very  dangerously  hurt,  and 
that  he  would  be  removed,  if  possible,  to 
the  house  of  Lord  John  Traherne  in  the 
course  of  the  day.  St.  Orme  added,  that 
he  would  see  him  again  after  dinner. 

He  had  scarcely  spoken,  when  the  ser- 
vant announced  Mr.  Davison;  and  tlie 
heart  of  Laura  palpitated  at  the  ill-boding- 
sound,  which  was  now  become  fikewise 
inexpressibly  hateful  to  her  ear. 

The  worthy  gentleman  entered  the 
room  wholly  divested  of  the  obsequious- 
ness which  had  so  lately  characterised  his 
deportment ;  and  marching  up  to  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  delivered  to  her  in  solemn  silence 
an  unsealed  billet,  which  she  received 
with  evident  surprise,  and  did  not  read 
Avithout  indignation. 

Laura,  who  earnestly  regarded  her 
countenance,  changed  colour  more  than 
once;  and  Caroline  partook  of  her  con- 
steniation,  for  Mrs.  Aubrey  had  imparted 
to  her  the  sccme  of  the  preceding  day ; 
4  whilst 
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vvliilst  her  brother,  provoked  at  the  inso- 
lent and  pedantic  manners  of  the  reverend 
messenger,  and  having  perhaps  heard  in 
rotation  from  Carohne  of  the  intended 
alliance,  felt  all  the  inclination  in  the 
M'ord  to  beat^iim  to  a  mummy. 

'*  I  am  more  concerned  than  I  can  ex- 
press," said  Mrs.  Aubrey,  after  a  consi- 
derable pause,  ^'  at  this  unexpected  revo- 
cation of  a  favour  Lady  Betty  had  so 
kindly  and  so  readily  granted  me;  and  I 
cannot  imagine  how  the  unfortunate  acci- 
dent I  regret,  can  have  possibly  entailed 
all  the  mischief  her  Ladyship  apprehends." 

**  Madam,"  returned  JMr.  Davison, 
**  I  cannot  enter  into,  or  discuss  the 
motives  and  causes  uj)on  which  her  Lady- 
ship deems  it  right  and  expedient  to  act; 
I  am  merely  deputed  by  her  Ladyship  to 
conduct  that  young  pei'son  immediately 
to  her,  for  which  purpose  and  effect  her 
Ladyship  has  sent  a  carriage  belonging 
to  that  worthy  Nobleman,  my  Lord  John 
Trahcrne,  in  the  which  I  am  to  guard 
her  home  in  safety,  and  quickly." 

At 
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At  the  conclusion  of  this  sentence^ 
Laura  burst  into  tears. 

*'  This  is  intolerable  !"  exclaimed  St. 
Orme  :  ''Mrs.  Aubrey,  will  you  not " 

*'  I  must  not  dispute  the  will  of  Lady 
Betty,"  interrupted  Mrs.  Aubrey  hastily; 
**  but  if  Caroline  will  excuse  my  absence, 
I  will  accompan}'-  Miss  Delaunie,  and  en- 
deavour by  entreaty  and  representation  to 
procure  this  mandate  to  be  recalled,  which 
inflicts  so  much  disappointment  and  pain 
upon  us  all." 

*'  What  is  this  mischief,"  demanded 
St.  Orme  eagerly,  *'  which  Lady  Betty 
so  much  and  so  suddenly  apprehends?" 

Mrs.  Aubrey  perceiving  that  he  w^as 
much  irritated  and  enraged,  M^aved  a  direct 
reply,  by  repeating  a  hope  of  consincing 
her  Ladyship  that  her  fears  were  unfounded, 
and  of  returnuig  back  with  her  young 
friend. 

Laura  entertained  not,  however,  any 
such  hope;  for  she  rightly  suspected  that 
the  report  of  the  pious  Mr.  Davison  had 
occasioned  her  to  be  recalled,  and  she 
feared  that  the  impulse  of  humanity   ta 

which 
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^vliich  she  had  yielded,  though  she  still 
could  not  repent  it,  would  subject  her  to 
nuich  mortification,  long  lectures,  and 
confinement. 

Dejected  and  still  weeping,  she  em- 
braced Caroline,  who  now  appeared  to 
share  in  the  indignation  of  her  brother, 
and  in  a  mournful  tone  bade  her  adieu. 

'*  Support  your  spirits,'*  whispered 
St.  Orme,  *'  until  the  return  of  Mr, 
Aubrey ;  he  is  expeoted  next  week  with 
Lord  John,  and  I  am  sure  they  will  liberate 
you  from  this  tyranny  !'* 

**  Miss,  I  await  your  pleasure  !"  ex- 
claimed Mr.  Davison  in  a  supercilious 
tone. 

Laura  then  turned  to  St.  Orme,  who 
regarding  the  Divine  with  a  very  hostile 
air,  took  her  hand  to  lead  her  to  the  car- 
riage of  the  worthy  Nobleman,  Lord 
John  Traherne,  to  which  Mrs.  Aubrey 
was  likewise  hastening,  to  prevent  any- 
further  impertinence  on  the  one  side,  or 
hasty  expression  on  the  other,  that  might 
aoroTavate  the  affair. 

*'  I  think,"  said  St.   Orme,  detaining 

Laura 
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Laura  on  the  stairs,  '^  that  I  heard  Caro- 
line mention  to  you  the  expected  return 
of  Mr.  Aubrey  ;  and  let  me  add,  my 
amiable  friend,  that  I  hope  you  will  not 
suffer  that  strange  old  woman  to  make  any 
iindesired  change  in  your  destiny,  when 
his  interference  will  so  soon  relieve  vou." 

'^  How  can  I  oppose  her  authority  ?" 
replied  Laura,  not  comprehending  imme- 
diately the  force  of  this  adjuration.  ^*  I 
am  doomed,"  she  added,  with  a  fresh 
gush  of  tears,  *^  to  all  the  misery  ofde- 
pendance,  and  ever  uncertain  of  my  future 
fate,  to  endure  alreinately  every  evil  at- 
tached to  it  !" 

*'  Not  so,"  returned  St.  Orme,  in  ac- 
cents of  tenderness ;  *' you  have  friends, 
dearest  Laura,  zealous,  and  wholly  at- 
tached to  you,   who  would " 

**  Miss,'*  cried  the  voice  of  Lady 
Betty's  ambassador,  **  I  beg  and  desire 
you  w  ill  descend  instantly  ! — Her  Ladyship 
will  suppose  I  am  tardy  and  dilatory  in 
executing  her  honoured  commands." 

Laura  immediately  obeyed  the  summons, 
and  St.    Oime   accompanying   her,    and 

beholding 
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beholding  Mv.  Duvisoii  standing  with  an 
injpatient  aspect  in  the  door  way,  unable 
to  command  liis  antipathy  an  resentment, 
passed  !;im  witli  so  little  rircumspeetirm, 
that  the  shoulder  of  the  oiti  i.'us  Divine 
received  a  very  ungentle  siiork  fV  nn  one 
of  the  pilasters;  auvl  lie  had  s  mik  tiiilicuiiy 
in  preventing  himsel  from  descending-  t!ie 
steps  uith  as  much  celerity  us  lie  could 
possibly  desire. 

He  looked  at  the  offender  with  a  most 
malicious  aspect;  hut  fearful  of  provoking 
a  further  aggression,  recei\ed  the  insult 
with  silence  and  christianly  humility; 
and  St.  Orme  placing  Laura  in  the  car- 
riage, entreated  Airs.  Aubrey  to  bring  her 
back. 

^'  I  need  not  conjure  you  to  be  elo- 
quent," he  added;  **  yet  do,  if  possible, 
surpass  yourself,  and  let  us  not  have 
vainly  iiuiulged  in  the  prospect  of  a  hap- 
piness so  cruelly  snatched  f.oin  us  !" 

He  then  withdrew,  that  Mr  Davison 
v/ithout  further  delay  migiit  gratify  his 
ambition  of  riding  in  the  worthy  Lord 
John's  carriage ;  and  so  delighted  was  the 

reverend 
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reverend  gentleman  with  the  short-lived 
distinction,  that  he  forgot  the  pain  of  his 
bruised  shoulder  ;  and,  spite  of  his  efforts 
to  the  contrary,  simpered  from  excess  of 
Gomplacent  delight,  and  placing  his  shining 
face  in  the  centre  of  the  opened  window, 
offered  himself  very  kindly  to  the  regards 
of  those  who  passed. 

Mrs.  Aubrey,  meantime,  taking  the 
hand  of  Laura,  v;hich  she  affectionately 
pressed,  repeated  in  a  low  tone  the  inti- 
ination  of  Miss  St.  Oniie,  that  Lord  John 
and  her  husband  were  certainly  returning 
in  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  accompanied 
the  information  with  a  hint  to  repel  with 
gentleness  and  perseverance  the  absurd 
design  of  the  marriage  with  young  Da- 
vison. 

At  lengih  Mr.  Davison  was  compelled 
to  descend  from  his  local  elevation  ;  and 
assuming  a  mien  much  less  dignified  to 
enter  the  presence  of  his  right  honourable 
patroncbs,  he  yet  retained  n^ore  than  his 
accustiuned  assurance,  from  the  conscious 
pride  of  having  acted  in  the  double  capa- 
city of  informer  and  plenipotentiary. 

Laura^ 
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Laura,  trembling  and  dejected,  followed 
Mrs.  Aubrey  with  a  lingering  step ;  and 
when  they  appeared,  Lady  Betty,  whose 
aspect  announced  her  dissatisfaction, 
thanked  the  Lord  that  the  unlucky  child 
was  once  more  safe  under  the  same  roof 
with  herself — '*  from  whence,"  she  added, 
'^  she  shall  not  again  stir,  but  to  be  dis- 
posed of  in  holy  wedlock." 

At  this  awful  fiat,  the  head  of  Laura 
drooped,  and  she  sighed. 

**  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  such  a  deter- 
mination," said  Mrs.  Aubrey,  *'  because 
I  hoped  to  explain  to  your  Ladyship  any 
misapprehended  circumstance  that  may 
have  happened,  and  to  have  yet  obtained 
the  society  of  my  young  friend  for  the 
day." 

''  No,"  interrupted  Lady  Betty,  "  no  I 
Heaven  be  praised  that  she  is  again  safe 
under  my  protection  !  I  shall  not  consent 
to  lose  sight  of  the  child  now,  until  I  am 
certain  that  she  will  l)e  well  taken  care  of 
by  a  sober,  staid,  grave,  and  sedate  hus- 
band. She  is  very  young  to  be  sure;  but 
you   knov/,     Mrs.    Aubrey,    that  I  have 

good 
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good  cause  to  be  apprehensive,  and  I  find 
to  my  cost  that  there  is  hardly  trusting 
any  one  !  Tlie  folly  of  peoj)le  who  ought 
toknow  better,  provokes  my  wrath  !  Who 
but  children  and  idiots  would  confide  the 
care  of  their  linihs  and  tiieir  lives  to  a 
mad-headed  boy,  with  less  sense  and  dis- 
cretion than  the  animals  he  drives  1 — And 
that  you,  M^hom  I  believed  to  be  a  pru- 
dent woman,  should  hire  a  young  lad  for 
a  coachman  — a  careless,  giddy  lad  ! — I 
really  expect,  upon  the  word  of  a  reason- 
able being,  that  in  a  few  years  we  shall 
see  Bishops  and  Judges  conducting  those 
silly  machines  which  I  believe  are  called 
curricles,  full  speed  through  the  streets  of 
this  vicious  town,  without  exciting  any 
other  sensation  than  admiration  and  ap- 
plause 1" 

'*  I  am  excessively  concerned,"  said 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  **to  have  incurred  the  cen- 
sure of  your  Ladyship '' 

*^My  censure  r'  interrupted  Lady  Betty, 
the  tip  of  her  nose  deepening  every  mo- 
ment in  colour  ;  *'how  can  1  refrain  from 
censure  Nvhen  I  hear  from  the  ^vorthy  Mr. 

Davison 
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Davison  that  tlie  child  had  been  in  a 
coifee-hoiise,  a  tavern,  a  bad,  naughty 
house  for  aught  I  know?  Fie!  fie!  No, 
indeed,  she  shall  not  stir  from  my  elbow 
till  she  is  safe  and  secure  from  seduction 
and  the  pursuits  of  vile  libertines !  1  have 
been  consulting  the  worthy  Mr.  Davison, 
and  he  is  very  thankful  to  enter  into  my 
views " 

''  Hem  ! — hem  ! — certainlj:/'  said  the 
Divine  hastily,  *'  to  oblige  your  Lady- 
ship, my  son  shall  espouse  the  young  gen- 
tlewoman ;  and  the  dower,  as  your  Lady- 
ship I  think  observed,  you  will  take  into 
consideration  ?" 

'*  Yes  ;  I  mean  to  give  tlie  child  five 
thousand  pounds,"  returned  Lady  Betty. 

**  Five  thousand  pounds!'  repeated  th€ 
father,  bowing  vsry  low:  ''  I  will  seek 
my  son  this  morning,  and " 

''  And  for  the  boy,"  resumed  Lady 
Betty,  **  I  shall  in  due  tiaie  procure  a 
living." 

*'  A  living  !  — five  thousand  pounds  1  I 
will  seek  him  this  very  minute  !" 

**  Do  so,"  returned  her  Ladyship,  *'  for 

I  am 
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I  am  resolved  the  marriage  shall  take  place 
in  a  few  days." 

Laura  trembled. 

*'  So  soon,  Madam  !"  exclaimed  iNTrs. 
Aubrey,  in  some  dismay;  **  would  not 
your  Ladyship  rather  chuse  to  defer  so 
important  an  affair  until  the  return  of  my 
Lord  John,  especially  as  his  Lordship  is  so 
shortly  expected  ?" 

''  Mrs.  Aubrey,"  replied  Lady  Betty, 
rather  drily,  ''  1  am  the  best  judge  of 
what  I  would  rather  chuse ;  and  I  would 
rather  chuse  to  see  this  child,  whom  I 
regard,  the  wife  of  an  honest  man,  than 
the  Miss  of  a  Nobleman.  I  have  suffered 
enough,  you  well  know. — Who  was  that 
young  showy  libertine,  child,  who  was 
with  you,  it  seems,  in  the  wicked  house?" 
Laura  made  an  ineffectual  effort  to  re- 
ply ;  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  explained  that  Mr. 
St.  Oime  was  accidentally  passing,  and 
offered  his  assistance  and  good  othces. 

''  Good  offices  I—Well,  Mr.  St. 
Orme,"  resumed  the  ancient  female  cen- 
sor, '*  may  be  rather  better  than  his  fel- 
lows, for  aught  I  know,   and  he  may  be 

to 
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to  the  full  as  bad  ;   so  the  child  shall  see 
no  more  of  him." 

]\frs.  Aubrev%  who  had  too  much  sense 
to  be  personally  offended  at  the  whims  of 
her  sage  Ladyship,  finding  that  nothing 
could  be  done  in  mitigation  of  the  sentence 
already  passed,  and  recollecting  that  it 
was  foreign  post-day,  very  wisely  resolved 
to  return  home  immediately,  and  write  to 
her  husband  an  account  of  the  intended 
nuptials,  subjoining  the  characters  of  the 
bridegroom  and  his  honoured  papa ;  in  the 
expectation  that  the  hastened  return  of 
the  travellers  might  defeat  the  plan  of  the 
good  lady,  and  the  hopes  of  the  worthy 
!Mr.  Davison. 

Laura  saw  her  depart  with  increased  sad- 
ness ;  and  unable  to  controul  her  emotions, 
abruptly  left  the  room,  and  tied  almost  in 
despair,  to  weep  without  restraint  in  her 
own  apartment,  where  for  the  present  she 
was  suffered  [to  remain  in  peace  ;  as  Lady 
Betty  had  been  advertised  that  the  unfor- 
tunate Marchioness  of  Bellingham,  after 
having  lingered  in  great  apparent  agony, 
had  died  the  preceding  evening ;   and  she 

was 
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was  furbishing  up  her  mourning  suit^, 
because  she  could  not  endure  that  any  one 
having  borne  that  tillc,  and  having  pro- 
duced an  lieir  to  the  family,  should  not 
be  treated  with  proper  decorum  and  re- 
spect when  she  died  ! 

Laura,  who  did  not  know  that  the 
Marchioness  had  survived  her  desperate 
action,  believed  that  her  previous  conduct 
had  prevented  Lady  Betty  from  paying 
any  tribute  of  respect  to  her  memory ; 
but  Dolly,  who  soon  learned  the  news 
from  the  household  of  Lord  John,  unde- 
ceived her  ;  and  Laura  gave  another  tear 
to  the  hapless  destiny  of  a  woman  once 
so  idolized  by  that  world,  to  whom  her 
last  moments  presented  so  serious  a  lesson. 

*' Lady  Ronald,"  Dolly  added,  *' was 
going  to  wreck  and  ruin  as  fast  as  possible, 
and  nobody  pitied  her,  or  her  mother,  wlio 
was  very  ill  as  she  pretended,  and  going 
to  Lisbon  ;  but  folks  said  it  was  only 
because  nobody  would  look  upon  her  here. 
And  now.  Ma  am,"  continued  the  talk- 
ative Mrs.  Maunder,  *'  I  will  tell  you  a 
piece  of  good  news — I  calls  it  good  news, 

because 
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because  voii  are  so   fond   of   the  youns: 

Lord   and  Lady do   you   know  that 

her   comical  old  Ladysliip   would    never 
look  upon    the  poor  little    dears,  nor  let 
em   come  anigh  her  while  Lady  Belling- 
ham  was  aHve;     and  now  ail  of  a  sudden 
they  are  to   be  brought  here,  they  say  to- 
morrow or  next  day — and  so   you'll  see 
'em,  Ma'am.     But  dear  me,  now  I  think 
of  it,  what  was  the  reason    that  you  ^\a$ 
sent  for  back   in   such  a  hurry  r— To  be 
sure,  when  they  told  me  of  it,  I  thought 
you  must  be  huit,  Ma'am,  as  well  as  poor 
old   Anthony,    but  they  said  you  wasn't: 
and  I  assure  you,  IVI iss  Laura,  we  are  ail 
very  sorry  you   didn't   get  your  holiday 
as   I  know  you  set    so  much  store  by — 
they  says,  they  suppose  that  Parson  is  at 
the  bottom  on't,  by  his  being  so  busy  ! — • 
Lauk,    Ma'am,   how    they    do    all    hate 
him!" 

Laura  ^as  not  at  all  surprised  at  this 
circumstance ;  but  she  passed  by  tlie  re- 
mark of  Mrs.  Maunder,  i)y  duelling  with 
satisfaction  unfeigned  upon  her  approach- 
ing intervie\v^    with    the    children ;    and 

VOL.  IV.  L  waving 
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'waving  a  reply  to  her  enquiry  into  the  oc- 
casion of  her  prompt  return,  anxiously 
asked  how  the  poor  old  servant  was ;  and 
Dolly,  after  enlarging  upon  his  mishap, 
concluded  her  animadversions  by  assert- 
ing that  he  was  surprisingly  well,  con- 
sidering. 

She  was  much  pleased  with  this  favour- 
able report ;  and  then  recollecting  her 
promise  to  Mrs.  Forster,  desired  her  at- 
tendant to  take  an  opportunity  of  calling 
at  her  house,  to  inform  her  of  the  removal 
of  Lady  Betty,  and  to  intimate  at  what 
hour  she  might  find  her  young  Lady  in 
her  apartment. 

She  then  dismissed  Dolly  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  ruminate  at  her  ease  upon  her 
fears,  her  doubts,  her  hopes,  and  her 
alarms. 

The  threatened  marriage  did  not  in  it- 
self so  much  appal  her,  because  she  did 
not  intend  to  submit  to  so  absurd  a  sacri- 
fice ;  but  she  dreaded  the  shock  of  oppo- 
sing tp  the  decided  and  undoubted  autho- 
rity assumed  by  her  Ladyship,  the  neces- 
sary firmness  of  denial  that  could  alone 
4  ^  avail 
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avail  her;  and  that  Lord  John  might  then, 
spite  of  the  influence  of  Mr.  Aubrey,  be 
prejudiced  by  his  sister  to  withdraw  his 
favour.  The  friendship  of  the  kind 
Aubreys,  however  soothing,  could  not  in 
that  case  raise  her  from  the  dependant 
poverty,  which  she  dreaded  as  a  barrier 
to  the  flattering  hopes  which  the  looks, 
the  manner,  and  expressions  of  St.  Orme 
had  concurred  to  awaken  in  her  bosom. 


CHAP.     XL 


JuiER  reverie  lasted  until  slie  was  sum- 
moned to  the  dinner  table  ;  and  siohinor 
at  the  different  society  she  hoped  to  have 
sat  down  with,  she  hastened  perforce  to 
that  of  Lady  Betty  and  Miss  Winteram, 
who  always  had  the  honour  of  being  of 
the  party  when  there  was  not  company. 
L  2  This 


220  THE    WIFE    AND 

This- good  virgin  had  now  a  double 
portion  of  primness  in  her  shrivelled 
aspect;  and  all  the  respect  she  so  amply 
demonstrated  for  her  patroness,  could 
scarcely  induce  her  to  preserve  a  show  of 
civility  to  Laura,  whom  she  considered  at 
this  moment  in  the  odious  light  of  a 
doubly  successful  rival ;  for  the  pious  Mr. 
Davison,  to  retain  an  advocate  for  himself 
and  his  son  near  the  person  of  Lady  Betty, 
and  thinking  likewise  that  MissWinteram 
iTJust,  to  use  his  own  expression,  have  had 
pretty  pickings  in  the  course  of  nineteen 
years,  besides  a  handsome  legacy  which 
she  had  a  right  to  expect,  had  hinted  to 
her  in  terms  not  to  be  misunderstood,  that 
he  hoped  she  was  reserving  her  fair  hand 
for  John  Traherne,  v^'ho,  young  as  he 
"was,  was  yet  sensible  of  tiie  merits  of  a 
certain  amiable  lady  he  should  not  name. 

So  that  the  poor  Wintcram,  who  looked 
forward  to  this  agreeable  emancipation 
from  her  slavery  as  quite  indubitable,  felt 
all  the  horrors  of  rage,  jealousy,  and  de- 
spair, when  the  intended  nuptials  were 
announced    to  her  by  Lady  Betty ;   who, 

far 
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far  from  suspecting  this  lamentable  cir- 
cumstance, would  have  inevitably  over- 
whelmed the  forsaken  lady  with  her  ireful 
indignation  for  her  folly  and  presumption, 
had  it  met  her  knowledge. 

As  the  same  happy  ignorance  extended 
to  Laura,  she  did  not  observe  the  hostile 
regards  of  Miss  Winteram,  but  in  silent 
abstraction,  which  Lady  Betty  secretly 
applauded  as  a  decent  sobriety  of  manner, 
passed  the  remainder  of  the  tedious  day. 

When  she  withdrew  for  the  ni^ht, 
Dolly,  who  eagerly  awaited  her  in  her 
apartment,  scarcely  shut  the  door  before 
she  exclaimed,  with  a  mingled  emotion  of 
astonishment,  curiosity,  and  anger — ■ 

**Why,  Miss  Laura,  Ma'am,  if  I  an't 
all  amort  at  the  thoughts  on't  l—Why,  is 
it  true.  Ma'am,  that  her  Ladyship  can  go 
to  contrive  such  an  out-of-the-way  thing 

as  for  to  marry  you  to  such  a well,  I 

do    wonder    what    the  good-for-nothing 

old God    forgive    me  ! — Why,    Miss 

Laura,  is  it  true,  Ma'am?" 

**  Do  not   mention   it  to  me,  Dolly  !" 

returned  her  young  Lady,  sickening  at 

L  3  the 
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the  enquiry  ;  **Iknow  not  what  they  will 
do  with  me  !" 

**ril  be  hanged/'  resumed  the  suivantej 
"  if  the  old  woman,  with  her  airs  and  her 
whims,  is  fit  to  live  with  Christian  folks ! 
Why,  Ma'am,  you  would  not  go  for  to 
humour  such  a  freak  as  this  ! — I'd  see  her 
neck  as  long  as  my  arm  first  1" 

**I  entreat  that   you  do  not  speak  of 
Lady  Betty  with  disrespect  1"  said  Laura, 
with  an  aspect  of  imposing  gravity. 

**  Well  then,  if  I  must  bite  my  tongue, 
J  must  1"  returned  Mrs.  Maunder  ;  **  but 
I  han't  patience  to  think  on't,  and  that's 
the  truth !"  . 

With  some  difficulty,  Laura  at  length 
succeeded  in  moderating  her  indiscreet 
zeal :  but  poor  Dolly  was  far  from  being 
satisfied  with  the  apparent  indulgence  her 
young  Lady  exhibited  for  the  authority 
of  Lady  Betty,  against  whom  she  had  con- 
ceived as  powerful  an  antipathy  as  she  had 
experienced  to  the  Dowager  Countess  of 
Melville. 

The  next  morning  at  an  early  hour  she 
awakened   Laura,   who,   having  kept   an 

involuntary 
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involuntary  vigil,  had  just  sunk  into  a 
slumber,  with  the  pleasing  intelhgence  of 
having  received  a  letter  for  her  from  a 
young  Avoman,  who  would  only  deliver  it 
into  the  hand  of  Mrs.  Maunder;  and 
privately  informing  her  that  she  was  sent 
by  Miss  St.  Orme,  desired  to  know  if  she 
W'as  to  call  in  the  evening  for  an  answer. 

**  Where  is  the  letter?"  asked  Laura^ 
eagerly:  "  yes,  yes — run,  good  Dolly, 
before  the  young  woman  can  be  ques- 
tioned, and  beg  her  to  call  in  the 
evening," 

Away  flew  Mrs.  Maunder ;  and  Laura 
then  eagerly  breaking  the  seal,  observed 
another  letter  in  the  envelope,  the  address 
of  which  was  written  in  a  well-remem- 
bered hand.  Her  heart  beat  violently;  but 
she  nevertheless  repressed  its  emotions, 
and  immediately  read  the  communication 
of  Caroline. 


'^  Will  my  Laura  forgive  me,"" 

said   this    amiable  girl,     '*  for   intruding 

L  4  upon 
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Upon  her  not  only  my  own  regrets  for  her 
present  subjection,  but  those  of  another, 
whose  entreaties  to  be  allovv'ed  to  employ 
my  name  for  the  conveyance  of  his  senti- 
ments I  could  not  resist,  not  only  because 
I  suspect  them  to  be  exactly  what  I  have 
long  wished,  but  because  this  plau  will  be 
more  consonant  with  your  ideas  of  pro- 
priety, as  we  are  compellcQl  to  make  your 
woman  a  party  in  it?  I  must  not  enlarge 
upon  my  expectations  and  my  hopes,  be- 
cause the  enclosed  ought  to  be  delivered 
to  you  as  early  as  possible  to-morrow,  for 
the  greater  security.  Adieu,  dearest 
I.aura!  you  can  amply  console  me  for  my 
disappointment  of  to-day. 

**  Caroline  St.  Orme.'* 


This  preparative  billet  confirmed  her 
anxious  surmises  upon  the  purport  of  the 
other ;  and  with  increasing  emotion  she 
tore  it  open. 


The 
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'' The  scenes  of  this  morning,"  wrote 
St.  Orme,  **  still  occupy  my  imagination, 
nor  can  succeeding  ones  ever  banish  them 
thence  :— 1  still  behold  you,  most  amiable 
and  lovely,  chafing  with  earnest  care  and 
irresistible  tenderness  the  aged  temples  of 
the  poor  sufferer !  — and  how  was  this 
gentle  humanity  rewarded?  1  find  my 
patience  and  forbearance  wholly  subdued, 
when  fancy  retraces  you  shedding  tears 
extorted  by  the  insolent  cold-hearted  ty- 
ranny of  a  being 1  will  not,  hovrever, 

further  wound  your  feelings.  You  said, 
and  can  I  forget  it  ?  that  you  were  doomed 
to  experience  perpetual  uncertainty  for 
your  future  fate ! — You  must  then  be 
doomed  to  this  by  your  own  choice;  and 
I  now  entreat  you  to  a  de^  ision  that  in 
giving  a  colouring  to  your  destiny,  will 
likewise  tix  that  of  a  man,  who  once 
doubted,  but  is  now  assured  of  the  since- 
rity and  ingenuousness  of  that  character, 
which  he  only  thought  too  amiable  in  sem- 
blance to  have  been  preserved  genuine  ana 
L  5  pure. 
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purCyin  a  school  from  which  it  was  almost 
impossible  it  should  have  escaped  uncon- 
taminated. 

**  In  avowing  these  doubts,  I  will,  how- 
ever, venture  to  plead  the  illusion  of  con- 
curring circumstances,  and  that  restless 
interest  which,  inducing  me  to  seek  per- 
petually for  proofs  either  to  destroy  or 
confirm  suspicions, that  gave  me  the  most 
tormenting  inquietude,  only  plunged  me 
into  new  error  by  the  waywardness  of  my 
destiny,and  the  critical  situations  in  which 
I  beheld  you — situations  resulting  from  an 
unfortunate  chain  of  accidental  circum- 
stances, not  from  the  imprudence  and 
levity  I  rashly  suspected. 

**  I  sent  to  you  whilst  you  were  yet  at 
the  house  of  Mrs.  iMeedon,  some  intimation 
of  the  characters  of  Lady  Mary  Mornay, 
her  father,  and  Mrs.  Bergarde  through  the 
medium  of  Nevarc  ;  but  unfortunately 
you:  rejected  the  paper,  which  likewise 
contained  a  hint  of  the  meditated  journey 
of  Mrs  Aubrey,  because  he  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  informing  you  that  it  was 
the  communication  of  a  friend  :  and  very 

shortly 
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shortly  after,  I  believed  that  my  Interfer- 
ence or  representation  would  have  been 
impertinent,  both  from  the  general  report 
of  the  world,  and  from  circumstances  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  observing.  Nevarc 
judged  otherwise  ;  and  by  pretending  a 
pe?icka72t  where  the  deception  could  not  be 
any  injury  to  the  deceived,  he  obtained  a 
confirmation  of  his  opinion  :  yet  you  had 
readily  accepted  the  protection  of  Lady 
Melville,  and  appeared  to  have  neglected 
our  Ad  wan  friend. 

**  Thus  much  for  palliatives — and  I 
offer  them  with  the  more  hope  of  an  ex- 
plicit pardon,  which  I  shall  be  uneasy  until 
I  obtain,  because  I  am  sensible  they  are 
aided  by  t^ie  sweetness"  of  your  disposi- 
tion, and  by  the  complacency  of  that  art- 
less innocence  and  candour  my  suspicions 
outraged.  Confirm  the  partial  forgive- 
ness I  have  already  received,  beloved 
Laura;  and  then  let  me  conjure  you,  for 
my  peace  as  well  as  your  own,  not  to  suffer 
the  stupid  and  senseless  plan  of  Lady 
Betty  to  take  effect. 

'*  Our  mutual  friend  has  this  day 
L  6  writ  tea 
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written  to  her  husband  in  a  manner  that 
will  certainly  hasten  the  return  of  Lord 
John.  I  will  not  seek  to  draw  from  you 
any  concession  until  I  have  made  Mr. 
Aubrey  the  depositary  of  my  sentiments — 
a  confidence  due  to  him  on  your  account 
as  well  as  mine,  and  which  my  grati- 
tude and  regard  for  him  impose.  You 
alone,  my  amiable  Laura,  can  prevent  this 
communication  by  telling  me  that  I  can 
only  grieve  him  by  the  knowledge  of  a 
disappointed  attachment; — this  is  what  I 
most  deprecate,  though  I  must  ever  remain 
your  devoted 

''  Cecil  St.  Orme." 


Laura  employed  so  much  time  in  read- 
ing this  letter,  that  Dolfy,  who  wondered 
Vv'hy  her  young  Lady,  who  was  a  scholard, 
did  not  read  it  off  hand,  was  at  length 
compelled  to  interrupt  her  studies  by  a 
hint  that  Lady  Betty  would  probably 
expect  her  soon  to  breakfast. 

This    intimation   rapidly   dispelled  the 

clouds 
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clouds  into  which  she  Iiacl  mounted,  and 
again  placed  her  suddenly  upon  this  vul- 
gar globe,  so  overrun  with  cares,  griefs, 
and  vexations. 

*'  Yes.  my  good  Dolly,"  she  replied, 
with  mingled  confusion  and  complacency, 

^'I  must  hasten. At  what  hour  did  you 

say  the  young  woman  was  to  return  in  ihe 
evening?" 

*^  Lord,  if  here  isn't  IMrs.  Priscilla 
come  to  call  you  !"  exclaimed  Dolly  ;  *'  I 
know  her  stalking  step. " 

Laura  now  redoubled  her  expedition  ; 
but  the  moment  Mrs.  Priscilla  had  de- 
parted, she  renewed  her  enquiry  ;  and 
having  received  the  information  she  de- 
manded, began  forming  plans  to  obtain 
in  the  course  of  the  day  a  retired  hour,  to 
reply  to  her  kind  Caroline,  and  give  St. 
Orme  the  requested  acknowledgment  of 
an  unreserved  forgiveness  : — to  say  any 
thing  further,  she  thought  it  would  be 
impossible  to  find  tiiiie  for,  anrl  his  inti- 
mation of  applying  to  Mr.  Aubrey  must 
therefore  remain  unnoticed*  Her  only 
concern  upon  the  subject  arose  from  her 

own 
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own  poverty  and  dependance :  but  this 
concern  was  not  wholly  unrelieved  by  a 
hope  that  Lord  John  and  even  Lady 
Betty  would  not  oppose  an  establishment 
so  honourable  to  her  ;  and  that  with  their 
approbation  they  might  render  it  less  ob- 
jectionable to  the  father  of  St.  Orme. 

She  found  Lady  Betty  in  a  very  ill- 
humour,  which  she  immediately  attributed 
to  her  own  want  of  punctuality  in  attend- 
ing her  Mjeune ;  but  soon  after,  discovered 
that  it  arose  from  the  necessity  she  found 
herself  in,  of  being  present  at  the  exami- 
nation of  the  unhappy  wretches  by  whom 
her  property  and  her  life  had  been  endan- 
gered. 

On  hearing  this  circumstance,  Laura 
secretly  congratulated  herself  that  she 
should  not  then  have  any  obstacle  to  the 
employment  she  meditated  ;  but,  to  lier 
unspeakable  mortification  and  affright, 
she  was  desir-^d,  after  breakfast  was  con- 
cluded, to  equip  herself  in  decent  and 
grave  attire,  to  accompany  her  patroness, 
who  was  likewise  attended  by  Miss  Win- 
teram  and  Priscilla. 

Disappointed 
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Disappointed  in  her  hope,  and  shocked 
at  the  idea  of  the  business  in  which  she 
was  thus  compelled  to  be  a  party,  she 
followed  Lady  Betty  to  the  carriage,  and 
-with  anxiety,  dread,  and  horror  reverted 
to  tlic  scene  upon  which  she  abhorred  to 
think.    ■ 

The  presence  of  Lady  Betty  had  been 
required  from  some  circumstance  relative 
to  the  young  man  she  had  employed  as  her 
coachman,  who  was  at  length  entirely  ac- 
quitted ;  it  appearing  that  he  had  merely 
acted  with  indiscretion,  by  mentioning 
at  the  public-house,  in  the  presence  of 
strangers,  that  the  old  lady  he  was  then 
serving,  had  a  room  brimful  of  plate  to  his 
knowledge  ;  and  he  had  heard  the  old  ser- 
vants say  that  she  abounded  in  jewels  and 
other  fine  things  in  the  bargain. 

One  of  the  depredators  happened  to  be 
present  at  this  detail,  to  which  he  atten- 
tively listened;  and  by  artful  interroga- 
tions, obtained  ot  the  unconscious  babbler 
the  number  and  state  of  the  household, 
and  every  other  information  that  mip'ht 
aid  his  design^  which  he  immediately  com- 

*municated 
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municated  to  four  of  bis  associates,   and 
they  lost  no  time  in  executing  it. 

But  the  appearance  of  Laura,  who  had 
become  an  inmate  of  the  house  after  the 
communication  of  the  young  man,alarmed 
and  disconcerted  the  miscreant  party;  and 
the  fellow  Mho  had  been  appointed  senti- 
nel, thought  she  must  be  a  ghost,  and  was 
confirmed  in  the  supposition,  when  the 
white  figure  flying  down  the  stairs  ap- 
peared to  his  appalled  senses  to  sink  into 
the  floor.  His  confederates,  who  sur- 
rounded Lady  Betty,  beholding  her  sud- 
den approach  without  any  intimation 
from  the  scout  she  must  have  passed,  were 
confounded  ;  and  tlie  scene  ensued  in 
which  Laura  had  taken  so  considerable  a 
part. 

During  the  examination,  Lady  Betty 
was  fully  confirmed  in  the  idea  that  the 
child  had  preserved  her  from  the  effect  of 
their  rage  and  disappointment  when  they 
found  their  plan  circumvented,  and  them- 
selves in  danger  of  being  seized  :  and  re- 
garding Laura  as  they  proceeded  home- 
wards    with     secret     complacency,    she 

resolved 
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resolved  to  bestow  upon  her  double  the 
portion  she  had  originally  destined,  rather 
than  not  immediately  place  her  in  f-'ancied 
security,  !)eyond  the  leachofLord  Glen- 
darvon  and  other  sad  reprobate  wretches, 
by  marrying  her  instantly  to  her  godson, 
and  sending  her  with  him  and  I. is  worthy 
and  pious  father,  into  the  country. 

Her  Ladyship  was  informed  when  she 
reached  the  Iv.ii^e  of  her  brotlier,  that 
Lord  Traherne  and  Lady  Emily  were  al- 
ready there  :  and  Lama  on  hearins^  this, 
woul  I  havegivLii  all  slie possessed  to  have 
darted  by  her  uj)  the  stairs,  and  have  flown 
to  embrace  the  little  deserted,  motherless 
pair:  but  Lady  Betty,  who  was  far  from 
being  actuated  by  such  ardent  affection, 
proceeded  with  her  usual  dignified  pace, 
and  almost  gave  poor  Laura  a  fever  by 
the  vehemence  of  her  repressed  impa- 
tience. 

And  when  at  length  they  entered  the 
apartment  where  the  ciuldren  were  await- 
ing the  approach  of  thek  aunt,  she  was 
shocked  at  the  appearance  of  the  boy, 
■^vhose  violent,  haughty,  yet  generous  spirit 

was 
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Vv^as  evidently  subtlucd,  and  had  given 
place  to  the  suUenness  of  impotent  resent- 
inent,and  the  apathy  of  despair: — he  was 
much  thinner,  but  his  whole  countenance 
was  overspread  with  an  unhealthy  flusli ; 
and  Laura,  no  longer  recollecting  any 
prescribed  decorum,  rushed  past  Lady 
Betty,  and  taking  him  in  her  arms,  pressed 
her  lips  to  his  burning  cheek,  and  moist- 
ened it  with  her  tears. 

The  child,  who  had  not  expected  to  see 
her,  received  her  caresses  for  a  moment  in 
stupid  silence  ;  and  then,  softened  by  her 
tCDderness  and  affection,  hung  round  her 
neck,  and  cried  bitterlv. 

Lady  Betty,  whose  heart,  however  cal- 
lous in  general,  was  still  human,  again 
thought  she  had  caught  cold,  and  forgot 
to  reprimand  either  the  indiscreet  and  al> 
surd  emotions  of  Laura,  or  the  strange 
blubbering  of  the  boy.  Unwilling,  how- 
ever, to  display  a  weakness  so  new  to  her, 
she  walked  to  the  upper  end  of  the  room, 
and  seating  herself  gravely,  called  Lord 
Trahcrne  towards  her;  who  very  reluc- 
tantly quitted    the   arms    that   so  kindly 

encircled 
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encircled  him,   to  receive  the  formal  and 
undesired  salute  of  his  good  aunt. 

Little  Emily,  who  was  a  very  secondary 
object  with  her  Ladyship,  then  advanced 
to  replace  him  in  the  attention  of  Laura, 
and  was  received  with  equal  fondness, 
which  was  still  further  increased  when  the 
child  whispered  to  her  not  to  tell  Mrs. 
Morrice  that  William  had  cried. —  '*  He 
is  good  now,"  added  she;  *' he  will  not 
cry  an 3^  more  !" 

Laura  readily  acceded  to  this  request ; 
and  then  recollecting  herself,  led  the  little 
girl  to  Lady  Betty^  who  very  coolly  kissed 
her,  and  asked  in  an  austere  voice  if  her 
governess  had  never  taught  her  to  make 
a  curtsy. 

The  child  thus  reprimanded,  turned  to 
Laura  for  protection  ;  and  at  the  same 
moment  Lord  Traherne,  impatient  of 
being  detained  from  her,  quitted  the  chair 
upon  whicli  he  had  been  desired  to  seat 
himself,  and  again  clasping  his  arms  round 
her  neck,  begged  her  earnestly  that  she 
would  not  let  him  be  taken  from  her. 

''  This 
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'*  This  is  very  strange  !**  muttered 
Lady  Betty,  oifended  at  so  marked  a  pre- 
fereiiCe. 

*'  Oh  Madam,"  exclaimed  Laura,  with- 
out observing-  her  displeasure,  *'  this  dear 
boy  is  very  feverish  !'* 

*' Dear  boy  T'  repeated  her  Ladysliip, 
with  a  tremendous  aspect;  *'  are  you 
speaking  of  my   Loid  Traherne,  Miss  ?" 

'*  Lord  Traherne,  Madam,"  resumed 
Laura,  still  occupied  by  her  alarm,  **  is,  1 
fear,  much  indisposed  1" 

Ap[)rehensive  ofdanger  to  a  life  so  Im- 
portant, this  rigid  formalist  having  exa- 
mined into  the  symptotvs  alread}  discerned 
by  the  quukened  t^e  of  affection,  dis- 
patched a  servant  instantly  for  the  family 
physician,  uhose  testimony  conlirii-ed  tl^e 
fears  of  Laura  ;  and  Lady  Betty,  without 
a  moment  of  hesitation,  oideied  out  the 
carriage  that  had  conveyed  him  to  towq, 
that  lie  might  be  immediately  taken  home, 
and  properly  nursed  by  his  own  attend- 
ants :  intending  however  to  overlook  their 
conduct  with  scrupukms  care,  by  visiting 
them  herself  every  other  day,  and  sending 

in 
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in  the  intervening  ones  a  confidential  in- 
spector. 

But  as  tills  very  tender  project  was  un- 
known to  Laura,  who  could  not  indeed 
have  been  much  consoled  by  learning  it, 
she  was  extremely  unhappy  that  the  little 
invalid  was  thus  pitilessly  committed  to  the 
discretion  of  servants:  and  when  the  car- 
riage was  announced,  she  Vv^as  on  the 
point  of  entreating  that  she  might  be  suf- 
fered to  accompany  him,  when  Lord  Tra- 
herne  prevented  the  execution  of  her  pur- 
pose, by  clinging  to  her  with  violent  out- 
cries, and  protesting  he  would  not  go. 

Representation  and  remonstrance  were 
useless,  for  he  heard  them  not ;  and  the 
vehemence  of  his  emotion,  joined  to  ihs 
disordered  state  of  his  blood,  produced  a 
suifocation  very  alarming. 

*'  I  will  no:  leave  you  !"  exclaimed 
Laura,  with  terrified  eagerness;  '*  1  will 
accompany  you,  my  dear,  dear  William  !'' 

Lady  ]]etty  herself  confirmed  this  pro- 
mise ;  but  it  was  some  time  ere  he,  could 
be  made  sensible  of  its  import :  and  when 
he  recovered  his  breath  and  recollection, 

her 
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her  Lad3^ship,  to  prevent  a  relapse,  re- 
newed her  permission  that  Laura  should 
attend  him  ;  at  the  same  time  sending  to 
Dolly  to  put  up  tlie  chiliTs  night-clothes 
and  a  change  of  garments — an  order  that 
produced  an  enquiry  on  the  part  of  Mrs. 
Maunder  if  she  was  going  out  of  town  with 
her  young  Lady  ;  and  after  some  hesita- 
tion Lady  Betty  assented. 

Wholly  occupied  by  her  beloved  charge, 
Laura  forgot  until  they  had  quitted  Lon- 
don, and  were  almost  arrived  at  the  villa 
to  w])ich  Lord  Tiaherne  and  his  sister 
had  been  removed,  that  in  the  evening 
the  messenger  of  Miss  St.  Urme  would 
call  for  her  expected  answer:  and  though 
the  recollection  of  this  circumstance  ha- 
rassed and  tormented  her,  yet  she  could 
not  much  regret  even  the  disappointment 
she  imagined  St.  Orme  would  experience, 
when  she  contemplated  the  heavy  eye, 
and  heard  the  laboured  respiration  of  her 
little  brother,  who  was  still  satisfied  and 
pleased  with  her  presence  and  her  endear- 
ments. 

On  reaching  his  home,  he  would  not  be 

put 
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put  to  bed  until  he  was  assured  that  she 
would  sit  by  him  :  and  his  next  petition, 
which  he  preferred  with  an  eagerness  not 
to  be  safely  refused  to  him,  excluded  Mrs. 
T\Iorrice,    his  sister's  governess,  and  Mr. 
Bancroft,  hii  own  tutor,  entirely  from  his 
apartment,  which  he  could  not  endure  that 
Laura  should  quit  for  a  moment,  lest  she 
should  likewise  leave  the  house.     The  na- 
tural violence  of  his  disposition,  which  had 
been  tyrannically  and  improperly  curbed, 
now  evidenced  itself  in  transports  of  rage 
and  indio-nation  whenever    the    voice  of 
"Mrs.  Morrice  was  heard   at  the  door,  or 
the    enquiries    of  his   equally    obnoxious 
tutor  were  transmitted  in  his  hearing. 

Laura  was  surprised  and  shocked  at  an 
antipathy  so  uncoaimonly  strong,  and 
sought  to  discover  the  reason  of  it  from 
Mr.  Bancroft,  who  of  the  two  appeared, 
she  thought,  the  more  likely  to  inform  her 
with  the  least  variation  from  the  truth  : 
and  she  then  discovered  from  his  intelli- 
gence that  the  unfortunate  Marchioness 
had  made  an  effort  to  see  her  children  the 
day  before  she  committed  the   desperate 

action 
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action  of  which  she  had  died  ;  but  that 
Mrs.  Monica,  as  well  as  liimself,  having 
received  particular  instructions  not  to  suf- 
fer any  communication  between  them, 
Lady  Bellingham  had  failed  in  her  project; 
yet  still  persevering  in  her  wishes,  she  had 
surprised.  Mrs.  Morrrce  when  she  was 
walking  in  the  grounds,  and  Lord  Tra- 
herne  unluckily  running  up  at  the  mo- 
ment, had  discovered  his  mother  kneeling 
to  her,  and  in  tears  ;  that  he  instantly  flew 
into  the  arms  of  her  Ladysliip,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  be  at  length  separated  by 
violence. 

Laura,  who  could  well  imagine  from  the 
countenance  and  mannersof  Mrs.  Morrice 
and  the  tutor,  who  had  each  been  chosen 
to  their  office  by  the  recommendation  of 
some  great  Lady,  or  some  mighty  Lord, 
M'ith  little  co//^/fc^r^/ recommendation  from 
their  own  merits,  that  this  scene  was 
not  conducted  by  them  either  with  much 
delicacy  or  compassion,  no  longer  expe- 
rienced any  astonishment  at  the  abhor- 
rence of  the  child,  especially  as  she  soon 
learned  from  the  never- failing  tongue  of 

Dolly 
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Dolly,  that  Lord  Traherne  had  been  re- 
peatedly punished  for  the  invectives  his 
rage  liiad  extorted  from  him  at  the  moment, 
and  for  his  sullen  obstinacy  ever  since — in- 
telligence which  one  of  the  servants  very 
eagerly  communicated,  with  a  comment  of 
how  hard  it  was  that  children  might  not 
be  suffered  to  like  their  own  mother. 


«B 
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Jl  ROM  this  moment  the  affection  and 
interest  Laura  had  ever  experienced  for 
him,  redoubled  ;  she  waiched  by  his  bed- 
side the  whole  night,  lulled  him  to  his 
broken  slumbers  in  lier  arms,  tasted  his 
medicines,  and  procured  them  to  be  swal- 
lowed by  the  little  patient,  by  the  ever 
required  and  ever  repeated  assurance  of 
loving  him  dearly,  and  not  leaving  him. 
VOL.  IV.  M  Lady 
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Lady  Betty  had  satisfied  her  ideas  of 
propriety  by  calling  the  next  day  ;  and  at 
Jier  own  request,  Mis.  Aubrey  was  ap- 
pointed iiispectress  on  the  following  one. 
She  would  not  allow  Miss  St.  Orme  to 
accompany  her,  from  an  apprehension  of 
conducting  her  to  the  vicinity  of  a  disease 
that  might  perhaps'  be  contagious.;  but 
Mrs.  Aubrey  could  not  prevent  Cecil  from 
meeting  her  en  route,  and  escorting  her 
to  the  house,  though  he  were  not  permit- 
ted to  enter  it. 

Laura  was  pleasingly  surprised  at  her 
unexpected  appearance  ;  but  Mrs.  Aubrey 
was  grieved  to  observe  the  change  that 
anxiety  and  perpetual  watching  had  made 
in  her.  After  the  kindest  greeting,  and 
a  mention  of  all  the  tender  remembrances 
with  which  she  was  charged,  this  amiable 
woman  instantly  resolved  to  relieve  her  for 
that  night;  and  writing  a  billet  to  Lady 
Betty,  and  another  to  Caroline,  she  sent 
them  to  town  with  the  carriage,  and  Laura 
felt  herself  already  revived  by  her  friendly 
attentions. 

Another  physician  had  been   called  in 

by 
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by  the  first,  but  they  awaited  the  crisis  of 
tlie  disorder  to  pronounce  upon  its  termi- 
nation; and  Laura,  fearful  and  solicitous, 
W3LS  every  moment  called  upon  by  the  be- 
loved sufferer  for  some  liquid  to  relieve 
his  thirst,  which  he  would  not  suffer  any 
other  person  to  present  to  him,  or  for  a 
caress  to  abate  the  pain  in  his  head  ;  and 
if  for  a  single  moment  she  quitted  him, 
the  whole  apartment  was  filled  with  his 
frantic  cries,  and  for  some  hours  after  he 
would  refuse  to  remain  in  his  bed,  unless 
he  held  her  by  the  hand. 

He  was  at  intervals  delirious  ;  but  he 
recognised  Mrs.  Aubrey,  and  was  not  dis- 
pleased with  her  presence  when  he  was  as- 
sured she  did  not  come  to  take  av/ay  bis 
Laura  ;  yet  relapsing  soon  after  into  a 
rambling  vein,  he  called  her  his  mamma, 
and  conjured  her  with  agonized  earnest- 
ness to  rise,  and  not  kneel  to  such  an 
^gJy>  ill-tempered,  nasty  woman  1  Then 
shriekino'  with  violence,  he  apostrophized 
Mr.  Bancrolt  as  thonoh  he  had  been  dras:- 
ging  the  unhappy  Marchioness  from  him. 

Itaura  weeping  with  bitterness,  related 
MS  to 
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to  her  friend  the  unfortunate  circumstance 
to  which  his  imagination  thus  wandered, 
and  the  reason  she  had  to  suppose  that  his 
malady  was  the  immediate  effect  of  it  ; 
and  Mrs.  Aubrey  sighing  at  the  recital, 
exclaimed — 

'*  Oh  Lady  Melville,  could  conscience 
givetoyou,  even  in  its  faintest  colours,  this 
scene,  where  would  be  the  superior  reason 
of  which  you  have  so  proudly  boasted  !'* 

Perceiving  that  the  anxiety  of  Laura 
harassed  her  equally  with  her  personal  fa- 
tigue, and  that  she  was  strongly  affected 
by  the  one  and  the  other,  Mrs.  Aubrey 
finding  that  she  would  not  be  persuaded 
to  quit  the  chamber  of  Lord  Traherne,  to 
take  even  half  an  hour  of  repose,  ordered 
thither  a  sofa-bed  for  her  use,  meaning  to 
watch  herself  by  the  side  of  the  child.  But 
this  precaution  was  of  little  avail ;  for  when 
Laura  was  compelled  by  her  friend  to  lie 
down,  he  started  up  every  other  moment 
to  assure  himself  that  she  was  not  gone 
away  ;  and  she  then  gave  up  every  idea  of 
alleviating  her  fatigue,  which  she  resolved 
4  .  to 
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to  endure  until  her  strength  entirely  failed 
her. 

On  the  fifth  day,  the  danger  of  the  little 
patient  increased  to  an  almost  hopeless 
degree.  Mrs.  Aubrey  not  being  able  to 
prevail  upon  herself  to  leave  the  house, 
wrote  to  a  female  friend  in  town,  to  entreat 
that  she  would  sanction  the  situation  ot 
Miss  St.  Orme,  by  residing  with  her  until 
her  return  ;  and  Lady  Betty  now  thought 
it  right  to  remain  with  the  hapless  child 
until  his  fate  -was  decided. 

Express  after  express  were  dispatched 
both  to  Lord  John  and  the  Marquis ;  but 
a  sufficient  interval  had  not  yet  elapsed  to 
admit  of  their  arrival  in  England.  Phy- 
sicians and  nurses  were  multiplied  round 
the  sufferer  ;  but  though  wholly  delirious, 
Lord  Traherne  still  recognised  the  voice  of 
Laura,  and  would  attend  only  to  her  en- 
treaties. 

Yet  all  her  cares,  her  tears,  her  prayers 
to  Heaven  \vere  unavailing  ;  and  at  the 
very  moment  Lord  John  and  Mr.  Aubrey 
reached  the  mansion,  he  was  expiring  in 
her  arms !  Her  attachment  to  him  sup- 
in  3  ported 


9.46  THE    WIFE    ANJE> 

ported  her  failing  strength  until  he  had 
breathed  his  last  sigh,  and  Laura  then 
sunk  alrnost  equally  sensele>ss  beside  tlie 
beloved  corse. 

At  this  rnoiTient  Lord  John  entered  the 
apartment,  where  were  also  his  sister  and 
Mrs.  Aubrey.  The  heart  of  Lady  Betty 
had  been  powerfully  moved  by  the  patience, 
the  tender  perseverance,  and  anxious  af- 
fection of  Laura ;  and  though  she  was 
much  shocked  at  the  death  of  Lord  Tra- 
heme,  the  immediate  heir  to  the  family 
honours,  yet  tlm  situation  of  Laura, 
whom  she  believed  to.be  exhausted  beyond 
the  power  of  renovation,  affected  her  still 
more. 

*'  Brother  John,"  said  she,  pointing 
to  the  bed  on  which  they  were  extended, 
*'  the  boy  is  dead  ! — and  that  good  child 
has  dug  her  own  grave  in  fruitless  endea- 
%^ours  to  preserve  him  from  his  !  But  God's 
w^iil  he  done  !" 

Yet  notwithstanding  this  resigned  eja- 
culation, the  tears  stoic  down  her  wrinkled 
face,   and  she  experienced,  almost  for  the 
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first  time,   the  bijiterness  of  losing  for  ever 
an  object  endeared  and  esteemed. 

But  her  apprehensions  for  tliis  wonder- 
ful favourite  were  fortunately  beyond  the 
occasion  ;  for  Laura  was  not  then  doomed 
to  the  grave  her  friends  so  much  depre- 
cated, though  her  days  were  endangered 
by  her  overstrained  exertions,  and  the 
perturbation  of  her  iiiind. 

For  some  time  after  the  event  that  re- 
leased her  from  her  painful  attendance, 
she  was  scarcely  conscious  of  her  exist- 
ence ;  but  at  length,  after  a  refreshing 
slumber  of  considerable  duration,  she 
awoke,  and  beheld  Mrs.  Aubrey  near 
her. 

After  gazing  at  her  kind  friend  a  fev/ 
moments  in  silence — ''  Tell  me,  dearest 
Madam,"  said  slie,  in  a  faint  voice,  ''are 
m.y  cruel  apprehensions  just?  That  dear 
child — is  he  indeed  no  more  ?^" 

"  His  d,oom  was  inevitable,  my  sweet 
Laura,"  returned  Mrs.  Aubrey  calmly, 
''  since  not  even  your  unwearred  and  ten- 
der cares  could  save  him  ;  but  you  have 
obtained  tiie  confirmed  esteem,  affection, 
m4  and 
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and  gratitude  of  every  one  wlio  was  inte- 
rested in  the  existence  of  Lord  Traherne, 
and  you  must  exert  yourself  to  console 
those  who,  with  equal  aftliction  to  com- 
bat, have  not  the  same  alleviating  recol- 
lections which  should  dispel  the  bitterness 
of  your  grief." 

Laura  w^ept,  but  her  tears  rather  re- 
lieved than  injured  her  ;  and  ere  she  could 
long,  indulge  them,  Caroline  St.  Orme 
entered-  her  apartment  with  a  cautious 
step.  Every  painful  retrospect  faded  be- 
fore the  satisfactionof  beholding  her  young 
friend,  who  was  equally  delighted  with 
her  convalescence,  which  was  in  two  days 
so  well  confirmed  by  her  attentions  and 
those  of  Mrs.  Aubrey,  that  Laura  v/as 
able  to  quit  her  chamber. 

On  the  following  one  the  body  of  Lord 
Traherne  was  to  be  committed  to  the  tomb 
of  his  ancestors;  and  until  this  last  cere- 
mony was  performed,  however  highly 
Laura  might  be  considered  by  the  family, 
as  they  had  quitted  the  house,  she  could 
not  be  personally  noticed  :  but  the  good 
Mr.  Aubrey  who  called  generally  twice  in 

the 
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the  day,  liad  now  the  pleasure  of  convey- 
ing to  LoiTlJohn  and  his  sister  a  statement 
of  her  improving  liealth. 

The  Marquis  of  BelHngham,  who  liad 
likewise  returned  to  England,  proved  the 
interest  he  took  in  her  re-establishment, 
by  the  frequency  and  anxiety  of  his  en- 
quiries;  and  Caroline  St.  Orme,  who  was 
perpetually  receiving  billets  from  her  bro- 
ther, to  which  she  was  always  compelled  to 
send  a  written  answer,  constantly  whisper- 
ed something  in  the  ear  of  the  invalid 
which  very  much  confirmed  the  soothiiio- 
suggestion,  that  there  were  people  in  the 
world .  to  whom  her  health  and  welfare 
were  not  entirely  indifferent.        . 

Yet,  spite  of  hope  ait^  pleasing  ex- 
pectation, Laura  still  regretted  severely 
that  her  recent  cares  had  l>een  so  fruitless; 
and  when  a  visit  from  Lady  Betty  and  Iier 
brother  was  announced  to  her  for  the  next 
day,  she  comprehended  from  the  circum- 
stance that  every  melancholy  ceremonial 
was  past,  relating  to  the  little  departed 
being  she  had  so  much  loved  j  and  burst- 
M  5  ing^ 


250  TII£    WIFE    AND 

ing   into   tears,    exclaimed — '^  My   poor 
little  William!"     . 

To  dissipate  the  impression  of  this  idea, 
Mrs.  Aubrey  entered  into  a  discussion  of 
the  vexations  and  disappointments  of  the 
Ivor  thy  Mr.  Davison,  her  intended  father- 
in-law,  whose  son  it  appeared  had  en- 
countered in  London  some  of  his  College 
associates  :  one  of  whom  was  a  Socinian,  a 
second  a  confirmed  Methodist,  and  a  third, 
who  had  already  subscribed  to  the  thirty- 
nine  articles  to  obtain  possession  of  a  be- 
nefice, had  cavilled  and  argued  in  behalf 
of  the  established  Church,  so  long  and  so 
devoutly  against  every  individual  of  the 
partlGvlkr  hall  of  which  he  had  been  a 
inembex,  that  he  at  length  found  himself 
a  very  zealous  Arian  : — however,  his  con- 
science became  troublesome  after  the  cere- 
mony of  induction  ;  and  he  reprobated 
his  base  complaisance  to  the  will  of  his 
friends  in  private  to  his  confidential  in- 
timates, amongst  whom  young  ])avison 
was  ranked,  because  he  had  proved  him- 
self a  true  theological  v/rangler ;  and  he 
advised  him  and  them  with  great  earnest- 
ness 
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ness  never  to  follow  his  example  in  this 
respect,  and  sully  tlieir  piinciples,  their 
honour,   and  independent  sentiments. 

To  this  College  triumvirate  the  hopeful 
youth  immediately  imparted  the  intentions 
of  his  patroness,  v,hen  he^iad  heard  them 
from  the  mouth  of  his  joyful  ftither ;  and 
the  divan  ha'ving  deliberated  and  disputed 
nn.')n  the  motives  of  tlie  old  woman's 
M'himsical  hurry  at  length  agreed  (for  a 
miracle)  that  they  must  be  of  a  very 
potent  and  j)res>ing  nature.  So  the  Arian 
advised  him  not  to  be  put  off  uilh  a  paltry 
five  thousand  pounds,  and  a  living,  for 
the  possession  of  wliich  he  n.ust  sully 
his  principles;  but  insist  upon  twenty  or 
thirty  thousand,  and  a  good  sinecure  place 
under  Govern nient. 

The  Methodist  approved  of  the  i(:ea  (;f 
demanding  a  large  portion,  as  souie  com- 
pensation  for  the  vanities  and  worldly  fol- 
lies  which  the  girl  would  bring  into  his 
house  ;  but  tlie  Government,  he  sai^i, 
Vv'as  so  im pure  and  abon; i n able,  t  hat  uol  h i ng 
less  than  damnation  could  be  the  povlion 
M  6  of 
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of  any  one  who   took  any  share  in  Its 
corruption. 

In  line,  wljen  the  argument  had  been 
properly  and  logically  discussed,  iNlr. 
Traherne  Davison,  who  possessed  all  the 
conceit  of  a  young  pedant,  agreed  with 
tlie  Socinian  that  the  girl  was  certainly 
either  desperately  in  love  with  him,  or  that 
the  old  woman  was  enraptured  with  the 
fame  he  had  acquired  as  a  disputant  in 
.the  schools  ;  and  he  not  only  rejected  the 
proffered  benefit  with  extreme  disdain, 
unless  it  should  be  enlarged  to  meet  his 
expectations,  but  likewise  refused,  from 
mot'vces  of  conscience^  to  adopt  those  func- 
tions for  which  his  thunderstruck  father 
had  endeavoured  to  qualify\\\m^  by  sending 
him  to  College  at  an  expence  almost  be- 
yond his  power  of  supporting. 

The  unfortunate  Mr.  Davison  made  an 
effort  to  conceal  this  madness  from  the 
godmamma  ;  but,  alas  !  the  Collegians, 
who  possessed  more  credit  with  the  son 
than  his  father  could  expect,  because  he 
had  never  been  a  member  of  a  University, 

counselled 
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counselled  the  youth  to  prove  to  Lady 
Betty  by  sound  argument,  and  reasoning 
at  once  brilliant  and  indisputable,  that  he 
ought  not  by  any  means  to  accede  to  her 
plan  without  a  douceur,  which  they  pro- 
nounced and' spelt  dow-sure,  of  twenty  or 
thirty  thousand  pounds. 

Delighted  with  his  importance,  Master 
Traherne  wrote  as  his  friends  dictated, 
and  received  an  answer  from  Lady  Betty, 
whilst  he  was  commenting  with  his  ad- 
visers, upon  the  folly  of  modern  Govern- 
ments, when  compared  with  those  of 
ancient  Greece  and  Rome. 

He  opened  the  billet,  for  it  was  too 
diminutive  to  be  denominated  a  letter,  and 
perceived  in  it  the  following  words  :  — 


*'  Boy  !  you  are  an  impudent  and  silly 
coxcomb  ;  and  you  are  commanded  never 
again  to  presume  to  enter  the  presence  of 
Lady  Betty  Traherne  !" 


Laura 
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Laura  w  as  well  pleased  to  be  freed  from 
the  irksome  disgusi  that  accompanied  only 
in  idea  this  strange  suitor  ;  but  she  could 
not  rejoice  in  his  disgrace,  of  which  she 
believed  herself  to  be  the  cause  :  and  spite 
of  the  merriment  and  exultation  of  Caro- 
line, who  laughed  exceedingly  at  the  dis- 
comfiture of  the  gentle  youth,  she  secretly 
resolved  to  entreat  of  Mr.  Aubrey  to  in- 
tercede svith  Lady  Betty  to  restore  him  at 
least  to  the  consideration  he  had  enjoyed 
before  his  luckless  error. 

But  when  Laura  found  an  opportunity 
of  urging  this  request  to  the  good  mnn,  he 
extinguished  her  hopes  of  success,  by  re- 
presenting that  the  discernment  and  judg- 
ment of  her  Ladyship  had' been  so  much 
discredited  in  the  afrair,  that  he  had  not 
any  idea  of  pievailing  upon  her  to  forgive 
either  the  son  or  the  father,  who  was 
equally  involved,  he  'said,  in  the  disgrace  ; 
nor  indeed  did  he  think  from. the  general 
character  of  the  men,  that  they  merited 
'theefirbrt  Laura  was  so  anxious  to  make, 
to   reinstate  them  in  the  good  opinion  of 

Lady 
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Lady  Betty ;  yet  at  her  reiterated  suit,  he 
at  length  promised  to  mention  her  wish. 

The  next  mornins:  Laura  exerted  all  her 
returning  strength  to  receive  properly  the 
honour  conferred  upon  her  by  Lord  John 
and  his  sister,  vv'hose  presence,  howev^er, 
gave  her  much  emotion. 
,  Lafly  Betty  saluted  her  with  kindness, 
giving  her  the  distinguished  appellation  of 
*^  good  child  ;"  and  her  brother  embraced 
her  with  an  affection,  truly  paternal. 

He  was  considerably  altered  since  Laura 
had  last  seen  him,  and  she  was  shocked  to 
observe  how  much  thinner  and  more  feeble 
he  appeared  •  his  features  had  lost  their 
sternness,  and  tlie  furrow's  of  grief  and 
anxiety  had  replaced  those  of  dignified 
severity  in  his  countenance.  Though 
Laura  had^mourned  for  his  sorrows,  she 
was  not  displeased  with  this  effect  of  them, 
since  she  could  now,  without  the  fear  of 
being  checked  for  prcsum.pt ion,  venture 
to  betray  the  sensations  of  gratitude  and 
respectful  afil^ection  he  inspired. 

Lord  John  informed  her  that  the  -NLir- 
quis  was  very  desirous  of  seeing  her  ;   and 

-if 
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if  she  found  herself  sufficiently  recovered 
to  return  to  his  house  the  next  day,  where 
Lady  Betty  would  be  happy  to  receive  her, 
it  wouW  spare  Lord  Bellingham  the  me- 
lancholy task  of  immediately  visiting  a 
place  he  could  not  yet  behold  without 
ofreat  an«:uish  and  emotion. 

Animated  by  such  a  motive,  Laura 
readily  gave  an  afiirming  answer  ;  nor  did 
it  instantly  occur  to  her  that  she  could  not 
then  preserve  such  an  unrestrained  iuter- 
eourse  with  her  beloved  friends  Mrs.  Au- 
brey and  Caroline,  as  she  then  enjoyed  ;. 
yet  when  this  circun^stance  glanced  on 
her  recollection,  she  endeavoured  to  sub- 
mit to  it  with  cheerfulness. 

-After  a  vihit  of  some  length,  the  vene- 
rable brother  and  sister  left  her ;  and  v/hilst 
they  were  conversing  in  private  with  Mrs* 
Aubrey,  Caroline  ran  to  her  friend,  and 
informed  her  that  she  had  received  a  letter 
from  Cecil,  enclosing  one  for  herself. 

*'  For  me  I"  repeated  Laura,    blushing, 

**  Yes,"  returned  Miss  St.  Orme  ; 
^^  read,  and  you  will  discover  how  he  has 
been  employing  himself." 

Laura 
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Laura  read,  and  trembled, 

'*  Applied  to  the  Marquis  !'*  she  ex- 
claimed. 

**  You  did  not  send  to  forbid  him,  you 
know,"  returned  Caroline,  smiling. 

'*  But  so  immediately  !"  said  Laura  ; 
*'  surely  it  was  yet  too  early  !  He  should 
have  waited  at  least " 

**  He  thought  differently,'*  interrupted 
her  friend,  '^  because  it  is  known  that 
before  I  was  allowed  to  attend  you,  he  was 
constantly  at  the  gate,  repeating  enquiries 
that  betrayed  his  sentiments ;  and  you  may 
observe  he  says  it  appeared  to  him  that  he 
could  not  from  thence  too  soon  endeavour 
to  obtain  the  sanction  he  wished  for  ; 
neitlier  was  his  application  personal,  but 
through  our  good  Mr.  Aubrey  and  Lord 
John." 

'*  Oh,  it  was  too  early  !"  repeated  Laura, 
with  unfeigned  chagrin  :  *^  at  such  a  mo- 
ment the  Marquis  must  suppose " 

**  Here  is  Mrs.  Aubrey,"  interrupted 
Caroline  ;    *'  appeal  to  her  decision." 

The  judgment  of  her  older  friend  calmed 
her  inquietude,  and  gave  her  to  understand 

that 
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that  if  she  entirely  approved  the  pursuit  of 
Mr.  St  Orme,  the  Marquis  and  his  family, 
far  from  being  distressed  at  his  immediate 
application,  were  relieved  from  mucii  anx- 
iety,  of  ^v'hich  she  had  been  the  object. 

'*  They  wish  to  see  you  eligibly  and 
liappily  estabHshed,"  continued  Mrs.  Au- 
brey; **  and  they  are^  so  earnest  to  give 
you  pretensions  in  the  eye  of  the  world, 
that  your  portion,  which  will  be  very  con- 
siderable, M  as  already  ascertained  by  Lord 
Jolm  and  his  sister,  even  before  the  com- 
munication made  by  our  friend  Cecil  to 
my  good  man  ;  since  which,  I  find  they 
have  even  decided  to  increase  it." 

**  But  the  approbation  of  Sir  William," 
resumed  Laura  ;  *'  can  it  be  obtained  r" 

**  Is  it  for  him  toobject  toawifeforhis 
son,"  returned  Miss  St,  Orme,  **  well 
educated,  amiable,  and  virtuous,  and  who 
will  do  honour  to  the  family  nam-e?  Cecil 
will,  however,  en. ploy  every  means  to  pro- 
cure his  approbation,  audi  am  sure  he 
will  succeed." 

Laura  was  far  from  feeling  equally  san- 
guine upon  the  subject ;   and  the  stigma 

cast 
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cast  Upon  her  by  her  bnth,  at  this  mo- 
ment particularly  mortified  and  distressed 
]\c-v ;  but  as  she  reflected  during  the  night 
iifK)n  every  circumstance  that  had  occurred 
to  her  from  her  first  remembrance,  she 
acknowledged,  with  gratiti^de  and  affec- 
tion towards  the  memory  of  her  mother, 
that  her  patience,  her  precepts,  her  sub- 
sequent example,  her  unwearied  assiduity 
:n  forming  her  mind,  her  self-sacrifice, 
and  tender  yet  judicious  fondness,  had 
amply  atoned  for  the  injury  her  deviation 
from  virtue,  so  immediately  repented,  had 
done  to  society,  and  to  the  child  she  had 
thus  carefully  reared  and  instructed  ;  and 
she  considered  the  levity,  the  follies,  the 
imprudence,  theahernate  neglect,  and  yet 
more  baneful  indulgence  of  such  mothers 
as  the  unhappy  Lady  Belli nghaui,  even 
before  she  had  forfeited  the  opinion  of 
the  world — the  unpardonable  want  of  at* 
teution  in  suffering  the  fanuliar  attend- 
ance of  depraved  female  servants,  and 
the  appointment  of  wprthless  preceptors, 
to  be  injuries  of  a  still  more  serious  nature. 
At  the  hour  appointed  by  Lady  Betty, 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Aubrey  appeared,  to  conduct  Laura 
and  her  friends  to  town.  On  quitting  the 
house  she  shed  a  tear  ;  but  soon  overcame 
her  sadness,  in  compliment  to  her  com- 
panions, whose  solicitous  attentions  well 
merited  the  effort. 

The  carriage  proceeded  immediately  to 
Bellingham  House,  a  part  of  which  had 
been  hastily  fitted  up  by  the  express  desire 
of  Lady  Betty,  for  the  reception  of  the 
Marquis;  because  she  could  not  endure 
that  he  should  descend  to  a  less  superb 
residence. 

Here  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Caroline  made 
their  adieus ;  and  Laura  in  some  pertur- 
bation embraced  them  both  :  the  sight  of 
the  mansion  revived  unpleasant  ideas; 
and,  amidst  many  others,  the  image  of 
Lady  Harriet  Clinton  most  unwelcomely 
obtruded  itself.  In  a  low  and  trembling 
voice  she  asked  of  Mr.  Aubrey  where  her 
Ladyship  then  was ;  and  learned  to  her 
extreme  satisfaction,  that  she  was  yet 
abroad,  and  would  not  probably  occasion 
the  friends  of  the  Marquis  any  further  in- 
quietude. 

Before 
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Before  she  could  attain  the  apartment 
where  Lord  Bellingham  awaited  her,  she 
heard  the  carriage  of  her  friends  quit  the 
court -yard;  and  sighing  at  the  separation 
she  could  not  avoid  regretting,  she  passed 
on  with  unassured  steps  ;  and  on  beholding 
her  father,  sunk  almost  fainting  in  his 
arms. 

The  Marquis  appeared  shocked  and  con- 
fused :  he  sighed,  and  remained  for  some 
moments  silent,  and  Laura  was  wholly 
unable  to  address  him.  At  length  he  en- 
quired, in  a  voice  of  more  affection  and 
interest  than  she  had  yet  ever  heard  him 
use  to  herself,  if  she  were  regaining  her 
health  and  spirits. 

*'  You  have  had  a  sad,  sad  office, 
Laura!*'  he  continued;  **  but  you  are 
an  amiable  and  good  girl,  and  have  the 
satisfaction  of  reflecting  that  you  have 
done  even    more   than  was    requisite   to 

prove  your  tenderness others  have  done 

less  !" 

Laura,  distressed  to  observe  a  tear  upon 
his  cheek,  could  not  reply  to  such  an  ob- 
servation as  this  ;  but  she  silently  kissed 

his 
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his  hand  :  and  in  a  few  moments,  to  her 
extreme  relief,  he  recovered  from  his  emo- 
tion, and  mentioned  to  her  that  she  was 
to  reside  for  the  present  with  his  uncle 
John  and  Lady  Betty,  with  wliom  she  was 
deserved!}^,   he  said,  a  favourite. 

''There  also,'*  he  added,  '*you  will 
find  my  little  forlorn  Emily." 

Laura  wept ;  and  seeing  her  much  af- 
fected, he  reverted  to  suhjects  less  dis- 
tressing :  but  during  the  whole  interview, 
St.  Orme  and  his  application  were  not 
spoken  of — a  silence  from  which,  not- 
withstanding the  assertion  of  Mrs.  Aubrey, 
Laura  did  not  augur  well :  her  pertur- 
bation, had  increased  every  moment,  in  the 
expectation  of  a  discussion  so  interesting 
to  her,  till  at  length  the  Marquis  was 
alarmed  at  her  changing  aspect ;  and  or- 
dering a  carriage,  conducted  her  himself 
to  the  house  of  Lord  John. 

Disordered  and  fatigued,  she  received 
permission  to  retire  almost  immediately  to 
her  apartment,  where  Lady  Emily,  whom 
she  M'ished  and  dreaded  to  see,  was  con- 
ducted to  her ;   and  when  the  first  painful 

reflections 
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reflections  occasioned  by  the  meeting,  were 
past,  Laura  endeavoured  to  find  consola- 
tion in  her  caresses  and  society,  for  her 
ineffectual  efforts  to  preserve  her  brother. 


CHAP.    XIIL 


JLilTTLE  Emily  had  scarcely  quitted 
her,  v.hen  Laura  received  a  congratula- 
tory visit  from  Miss  Winteram,  who  was 
now  doubly  complacent  and  obsequious, 
both  on  account  of  the  increasing  import- 
ance of  the  young  favourite  in  the  family 
of  her  patroness,  and  that  the  ancient  vir- 
gin fully  believed  the  youth  for  whom  she 
sighed,  had  intended  to  prove  his  loyalty 
to  her,  by  rejecting  the  hand  of  her  rival. 
Miss  Winteram,  however,  soon  made 
her  withdrawing  curtsy,  and  was  succeeded 
by  a  much  more  welcome  guest  :  this  was 

Fanny 
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Fanny  Meedon,  who,  having  learned  the 
expected  arrival  of  I.aura  in  town,  had 
ventured  to  call  at  the  door,  in  the  inten- 
tion of  merely  requiring  from  Dolly  intel- 
ligence of  the  health  of  her  friend,  of  which 
she  might  be  assured  of  the  accuracy  ;  but 
Mrs.  Maunder,  without  thinking  of  sub- 
mitting the  question  to  Lady  Betty,,  in- 
stantly conducted  her  to  her  young  Lady, 
because  she  knew  Miss  Meedon  was  much 
in  the  favour  and  confidence  of  Laura, 
and  that  she  believed  her  visit  M^ould  give 
her  satisfaction:  and  in  this  idea  Dolly 
M-as  entirely  right. 

In  a.  conversation  unreserved  on  either 
side,  Laura  learned  that  the  household  of 
which  poor  Fanny  sa  unhappily  formed  a 
part,  was  still  in  the  usual  train  ;  but  that 
Lady  Mary  Mornay  had  become  entirely 
insupportable,  from  having  failed  in  a  furi- 
ous attack  upon  the  heart  of  Biranly,  when 
unfortunately  she  happened  to  have  betted 
to  a  considerable  amount  upon  her  un- 
doubted success.  The  Embletons  were 
engaged,  Fanny  added,  in  a  lawsuit  that 
involved  their  whole  fortune ;  and  Lady 

Augusta 
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Au«4,-usta  was  on  the  eve  of  marriage  with 
a  mail  of  more  property  than  rank,  whom 
she  already  atFected  to  despise  and  ridicule. 

*'Tell  me,  my  dear  Miss  Mcedon,"said 
Lam-a,  '*  did  not  the  disappointment  of 
Lady  ^fary  originate  with  yourself'^  ' 

'^  I  should  accuse  you  of  great  affecta- 
tion or  insincerity,"  replied  she,  "on  hear- 
ing that  enquiry,  did  not  the  circum- 
etances  of  our  unexpected  meeting  give  it 
some  sort  of  colourinc: :  vet  the  fair  Laura 
must  know  that  I  have  now  no  influence 
over  the  views  of  Captain  Biranly.  Two 
years  since  indeed,  I  was  silly  enough  to 
believe  from  his  own  assertions,  that  I  was 
the  chosen  empress  of  his  mutable  affec- 
tions :  I  was  at  that  time  in  the  very  en- 
viable situation  of  governess  in  a  family 
to  which  he  is  allied  ;  and  my  destiny  ap- 
peared so  very  melancholy  and  deplorable, 
that  as  he  is  really  good-natured,  I  sup- 
pose he  mistook  compassion  for  affec- 
tion." 

**  Is    it   possible,"    exclaimed    Laura, 
"  that  in  a  family  of  reasonable   beings 

VOL.  IV.  N  your 
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your  merits  and  virtues  could  not  claim 
I^roper  attention,  or  proper  treatment  ?" 

lanny  smiled. 

'^  I  have  a  great  inclination,"  said  she, 
*^  to  give  you  a  slight  sketch  of  my  ad- 
ventures, when  I  was  driven  by  the  same 
sort  of  conduct  you  have  witnessed,  from 
the  roof  of  my  mother,  to  rnakc  my  debut 
in  life,  as  preceptress  to  children  of  dis- 
tinction :  in  tliis  ostensible  character  I 
have  been  mantua-maker,  milliner,  sem- 
stress,  clear-starcher,  nursery  maid,  and 
lady's  maid,  though  at  the  same  time  for 
talents  and  accomplishments  hvas  expected 
to  be  a  perfect  female  Crichton.  But  the 
most  insupportable  of  my  employments 
was  that  of  writing  sentimental  letters, 
verses  on  given  subjects,  and  impromptu 
epigrams,  which  I  was  required  to  do  by 
one  of  my  patronesses,  who  unfortunately 
for' me  happened  to  be  a  professed  bel- 
esprit ;  ^nd  really  1  have  sometimes  sat  . 
crying  with  vexation,  and  hammering  at 
a  rhyme,  with  her  Ladyship  at  my -elbow, 
watching  with  impatient  anger  the  '  fine 
4  frenzy 


TUK    MISTRESS. 


Qffr 


frenzy'  of  my  poetic    eye,  until  I  liave 
almost  dropped   from  my  chair  with  fa- 
tigue, chagrin,  and  embarrassment.     From 
another   house   I    was  driven,  because  I 
positively  refused  to  assist  an  intrigue,  of 
which  1  was  to  endure  the  obloquy ;  and 
I  afterwards  found  that  the  lady,  v/ho  is 
the  daughter  of  a  man  of  very   high   dis- 
tinction, though  married  to  a  commoner, 
actually  supplied  my    vacated  post,  from 
ti  ^  recommendation   of   the  woman  who 
nursed  her  in   her   lyings- in,    who  having 
recently  performed  the  same  office  for  the 
3'oung  woman  who  was    to    be   the  go- 
verness,   observed   to    her  Ladyship  that 
she  would  have  the  girl  under  her  thumb: 
and  besides,  as  Miss  was  only  the  daughter 
of  a  valet,  she  would  never  have  to  endure 
any  airs  and  impertinence  from  her." 

The  little  history  of  poor  Fanny  \\''as  at 
this  moment  interrupted  by  the  entrance 
of  Lady  Betty;  who,  as  she  passed  to  her 
dressing-room  to  attire  herself  for  the 
afternoon,  thought  proper  to  enquire  in 
person  how  Laura  found  herself. 

Her  Ladyship  testified  much  surprise  on 
N  2  behold inir 
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Lebolding  a  stranger  with  the  invalid; 
whilst  Lama,  apprehensive  tb.at  her  friend 
Avould  not  be  received  the  better  for  beina* 
announced    as    the    daughter    of    I\Irs. 

Meedon  of Street,  merely  mentioned 

her  name ;  and,  as  she  expected,  Lady 
Betty  Mas  not  sufficiently  enlightened  by 
this  slender  introduction,  to  venture  anv 
very  dignified  impertinence,  though  she 
shrewdly  suspected  from  the  modest  air 
of  the  stranger,  that  she  was  no  great 
things. 

In  five  minutes  after  Fanny  withdrew; 
and  Laura  was  then  compelled  to  give  a 
\t\'y  particular  history  of  her  birth  and 
parentage,  which  she  endeavoured  to  qua- 
lify, how  ever,  by  adding  that  Miss  Meedon 
-was  veiy  much  respected  and  esteemed  by 
Mrs.  Aubrey. 

*'  Mrs.  Aubrey — Mrs.  Aubrey,"  mut- 
tered Lady  Betty,  very  much  dissatisfied, 
'*  is  a  good  sort  of  person,  and  a  woman 
of  very  decent  family,  to  be  sure ;  but 
there's  a  wide  difference  between  her  opi- 
nions and  mine  1" 

Laura  had  not  any  difficulty  in  assent- 
ing 
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ing-  to  thib ;  but  Lady  Betty,  without 
Avaiting-  any  reply,  departed  to  fulfil  tlic 
antiquated  duties  of  her  toilet. 

Since  the  inter  view'  with  her  father, 
Laura  had  felt  uneasy  and  anxious  upon 
the  subject  that  most  occupied  her ;  but 
her  inquietude  at  his  silence  was  relieved 
the  next  morning  by  ]\Irs.  Aubrey,  Who 
explained  to  her  that  the  Marquis  had 
forborne  to  mention  the  application  of 
St.  Ormc,  because  he  thought  she  ap- 
peared too  v/eak  and  ill  to  sustain  any 
agitation. 

**  But  my  friend  Cecil,"  added  this 
amiable  woman,  *'  is  too  impatient  to  en- 
dure any  further  suspense;  and  I  am  at 
once  his  ambassadress,  that  of  your  father, 
and  of  my  good  man,  who  all  anxiously 
await  your  decision  in  this  important  af- 
fair: if  it  should  be  what  we  wish,  St. 
Orme  and  ^Ir.  Aubrey  will  instantly  leave 
town  on  a  \W\t  to  Sir  William.  Tell  me 
theU;  my  fair  friend,  am  I  permitted  to 
give  tlie  signal  for  this  journey,  or  must  I 
send  the  lover  himself  to  plead  his  cause, 
and  allow  Caroline  to  execute  on  vour 
N  3  devoted 
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devoted  head  all  the  veno-eance  she  medi- 
tates,  if  you  do  not  instantly  relieve  his 
impatience  and  her  own  r" 

Laura  suffered  her  to  comprehend  that 
there  was  not  any  absolute  necessity -either 
for  pleading  or  punishment :  and  Mrs. 
Aubrey  Oarried  back  so  favourable  an  an- 
swer, that  St.  Orme,  however  earnest  to 
prosecute  his  intended  journey,  could  not 
think  of  departing  until  he  had  first 
thanked  Laura  for  her  leady  acquiescence 
and  unaffected  approbation. 

But  Lady  Betty,  notwithstanding  her 
secret  exultation  at  the  prospect  of  an 
esfablishment  for  the  child,  which  would 
sheVv  that  coxcomb  Davison  that  he  had 
behaved  like  a  fool,  and  a  blockhead,  and 
an  uiigratefid  knave — and  notwithstand- 
ing that  she  sanctioned  it  so  far  as  to  pro- 
duce twenty  thousand  pounds,  and  a  num- 
ber of  very  ill-set  jewels,  for  the  young  fa- 
vourite, as  a  markof  lier  friendship,  with- 
out (ktrimenty^cis  she  ol)served  to  her 
brother  John,  to  what  others  might  chuse 
to  do  for  her,  yet  her  Ladyship  thought 
it  would  be  very  indecorous  and  indecent 

to 
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to  receive  any  particular  attention  from 
the  suitor,  until  every  ceremonial  was  pre- 
viously adjusted,  the  licence  and  ring- 
procured,  and  every  thing  in  short,  so  en- 
tirely settled,  that  he  could  uot  by  any 
means  recc'de  :  otherwise,  as  she  justly  re- 
marked, the  clnld  might  he  left  in  tl^e 
lurch,  andher  iViends,  who  ought  to  have 
known  better,  being  older,  wiser,  and 
more  experienced,  would  be  blaincd  ioi 
making  her  too  cheap. 

As  no  one  wislied  to  onend  hcv  Lady- 
sliip  by  a  direct  opposition  to  tiiis  plair, 
Mrs.  Aubrey  was  deputed  to  submit  to 
her,  as  a  point  of  etiquette,  whetlier  iMiss 
St.  Orme  might  not  expect  that  Laura 
should  personally  acknowdedge  the  many 
attentions  she  had  received  from  her,  now 
that  she  was  sufficiently  recovered  to  take 
the  air :  and  Lady  Betty  instantly  per- 
ceiving the  propriety  of  the  measure, 
thanked  Mrs.  Aubrey  for  the  hint,  whicli 
she  protested  had  not  before  struck  her, 
and  assented ;  because  she  knew  that 
Caroline  and  her  brother  did  not  inhabit 
the  same  house. 

N  4  la 
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In  this  visit  Laura  met  lier  transformed 
censor;  but  though  she  had  always  much 
admired  him  in  his  rigid  costume,  she 
was   not  by  any  means   displeased  at  the 


change. 


St.  Orme  informed  her  that  at  the  in- 
stigation of  his  friend  and  adviser,  Mr. 
Aubrey,  lie  had  consented  to  undertake 
the  proposed  journey,  though  he  had  ori-- 
ginally  meant  to  have  written  to  his  fa- 
ther, to  obtain  an  ajjprobation  lier  friends 
thought  necessary,  and  which  might  per- 
haps enable  him  to  offer  an  immediate 
establishment  on  the  scale  he  wished. 

**But,"  he  added,  ''the  only  difference 
the  result  of  this  step  can  make  with  me, 
is  a  competence  until  the  estates  to  v.diich 
I  am  heir,  revert  to  me,  or  so  great  an  in- 
com,petence  of  worldly  goods,  as  I  fear 
the  Marquis  and  Lord  John  will  not  think 
sufficiently  atoned  for,  by  better  pro- 
spects, and  an  affection  as  faitliful  and 
confirmed  as  it  is  tender  and  disinterested. 
C'onsider  then,  dearest  Laura,  if  I  should 
return  without  the  happiness  of  being  ena- 
bled to  meet  the  generous  Qffers  of  your 

frends, 
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friends,  as  I  could  hope,  can  you  consent 
to  retire  with  me  from  tlial  world  in 
whicli  we  could  not  exist  according  to  the 
pretensions  Ave  might  otherwise  justly 
form,  without  comparative  poverty ;  or, 
if  thus  returning,  the  Marquis  and  Lord- 
John  advise  ihajt  the  union  I  solicit  should 
be  deferred  to  a  more  distant  period,  or  to 
an  opportunity  they  might  suppose  more 
favourable,  would  you  still  allow  me  to 
tliink  you  niine,  and  condescend  to 
await  the  coming  of  a  more  propitious, 
dav  r" 

"  lias  Caroline  been  unfaithful  to  her 
trust  then,"  asked  Laura,  smiling,  *'  that 
you  doubt  this  r  When  she  insinuated 
herself  into  my  willing  confidence,  did  I 
betray  a  thought,  a  h.ope,  a  wish,  which 
her  ready  eye  did  not  seize,  and. her  hand 
tian.scribe?.— Ah,  surely  not!  AVhy  else 
did  you  so  often  thank  me  for  concessions 
\vhich  I  scarcely  knew  I  had  made  ?  But 
her  quick  discernment  shall  no  more  avail 
her;  fori  contess  all  she  would  divine, 
and  readily  accede  to  all  you  have  asked, 
>vhich  I  hope  will  not  be  incompatible 
N  5  ^^■ith 
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with  my  duty  and  gratitude  to  my  noble 
and  generous  protectors." 

With  this  assurance,  St.  Orme  departed 
less  reluctantly  ;  and  Laura  endeavoured 
to  console  herself  as  much  as  possible  for 
his  absence,  by  the  society  of  his  sister, 
vvhich  Lady  Betty  very  kifidly  allowed  her 
to  seek,  and  by  that  of  Mrs.  Aubrey,  who 
now,  spite  of  the  generous  satisfaction  she 
experienced  at  the  hoped  for  happiness  of 
her  young  friends,  began  to  cast  many  an 
anxious  thouorht  towards  Adwan. 

The  return  of  Mr.  Aubrey  and  St. 
Orme,  which  Laura  equally  wished  and 
dreaded,  was  protVacted  beyond  the 
time  mentioned  by  Cecil  as  the  utmost 
Iknits  of  his  absence;  and  Caroline,  as 
well  as  her  trembling  friend,  deprecated 
the  apprehended  cause  of  a  delay  that  ap- 
peared to  their  alarmed  imaginations  very 
unpropitlous.  But  at  length  their  fears 
were  dispelled  by  the  appearance  of  tlie 
travellers,  and  the  intelligence  they  com- 
municated. 

St.  Orme  indeed   could  only  speak  of 
liis  approaching  happiness,  and  his  delight 

at 
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at  again  beholding  Laura  as  bis  own :  but 
from  Mr.  Aubrey,  who  was  rather  more 
collected,  her  friends  learned  that  Sir 
William,  after  some  hesitation,  had  at 
length  consented  to  transfer  to  his  son  an 
estate  of  about  fifteen  hundred  a  year^  a 
few  miles  distant  from  that  on  w]>ich  he 
resided  himself,  that  C'ecii  might  be  ena- 
bled to  make  an  immediate  settlement 
upon  his  future  bride;  requesting  only  in 
return,  that  they  would  properly  acknow- 
ledge, and  occasionally  visit  their  mother- 
in-law,  who  had  conducted  herself,  Mr. 
Aubrey  added,  with  much  decency  and 
decorum,  but  had  not  yet  been  recognised 
by  certain  high-blooded  ladies  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

Sir  William  further  stipulated  tliat  the- 
marriage  festivities,-which  he  desired  might 
be  very  magnificent,  for  which  purpose  he 
proposed  to  make  his  son  an  ansuerable 
present,  ami  to  which  Lady  St.  Orme  was 
to  be  in\ited,  should  be  celebrated  at  the 
ceded  mansion. 

Upon  these  conditions,    he  transmitted 

to  his  intended  daiighter-in-lawj  hi>appro- 

N  6  batioii 
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l)ation   and  his    blessingj  and  assured  IicJ 
of  his  future  favour. 

Lady  Betty,  M'ho  found  tliis  answer  and 
these  conditions,  not  quite  so  outrageous 
as  those  of  her  godson,  received  them 
without  nuicli  discontent ;  though  she 
secretly  thought  it  rather  impertinent  and 
disrespectful  that  Sir  William  liad  not 
instantly  and  eagerly  acceded  to  any 
proposition  from  the  Marquis  of  Eel- 
lingham,  Lord  John^  and  Lady  Betty 
Traheme. 

Laura  now  immediately   wrote   an  ac« 
count  of  her  prospects  to  Mrs.  Hamilton, 
•who    was   attending   her   brother  at  the- 
Bristol  Hot  Wells,  whither,  as  a  last  and 
ahnost  hopeless  resort,  his  physicians  hnCt- 
sent  him,  to  repair  if  possible  the  effects 
of  his  irregularities ;  and  she  received  in- 
return  an  answer  of  sincere   congratula- 
tion both  from   Mrs.   Hamilton  and  her 
husband. 

As  for  Captain  Rothemere,  she  had  en- 
tirely forfeited  his  favour  and  esteem  tho 
moment  he  discovered  that  slie  had  re- 
jected  the   honourable   pursuit  of   Lord 

Glendarvon, 
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Glciidarvon,  froni  whom  he  would  liave 
fully  expected  the  re-establishment  of  hi^^ 
fortune  and  his  renown,  had  slie  not  ac- 
cording to  his  idea,  and  according  to  the 
exact  manner  in  which  that  id.ea  was  ex- 
prcssed: — "  kicked  down  liis  good  lucb 
and  her  own  at  one  leap  1" 

Fanny  ^Mecd on,  who  generously  rejoiced^ 
at  the  liappiness  of  Laura,  reported  to  her 
the  consternation  and  angry  incredulity  of 
the  society,  at  her  goodfcrtune  in  capti- 
vating the  handsome  Cecil  St.  Orme,  \\\\o 
was  now,  however,  represented  as  a  brute,, 
an  ill-tempered  cynic,  and  a  disinherited 
heir:  but  Mr.  Nevarc,  who  had  contrived 
to  establish  himself  as  an  admitterl  lounger 
at  tiie  fire  side  of  Mr.  Aul)rcy,  in  ^^j.iahty 
of  friend  to  St.  Orme,  ])ut  the  fair  house- 
hold in Street  to  despair,  by  re- 
porting that  the  bride  and  bridegroom 
would  obtain  an  immediate  establishment 
of  five  thousr.nd  a  year,  independent  of  an 
immense  sum  of  ready  money  from  the  old 
brother  and  sister. 

And  this  alfirmation,  in  which   he  did 

not  entirely  do  honour  to  his  system    of 

5  truth' 
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truth-telling,  was  uttered  with  so  serious 
and  assured  an  air,  that  the  Embletons, 
Lady  Mary  Mornay,  and  their  compa- 
nions, with  rage  and  conviction  in  their 
hearts,  and  disbelief  on  their  lips,  pro- 
tested that  to  be  exiled  from  London^ 
which  they  perfectly  well  understood  to 
be  the  case,  they  would  reject  the  most 
spiendid  establishment  that  could  possibly 
be  offered. 

Laura  not  only  insisted  that  Miss 
Meedon  should  officiate  as  bridemaid  at 
the  marriage  ceremony,  but  with  the  ap- 
probation of  St.  Orme,  prevailed  with  her 
to  accompany  them  to  their  residence  in 
Herefordshire,  to  remain  there  until  they 
returned  to  town  therabelves :  and  poor 
Fanny  with  some  difficulty  obtained  the 
consent  of  her  mother  to  this  arrange- 
ment, which  created  numberless  sneers 
and  infinite  persiflage  when  it  became 
known  to  her  fair  inmates,  from  whom 
the  luckless  young  woman  was  happy  to 
escape  without  some  apprehended  catas- 
trophe; when  an  accidental  circumstance 
informed  Lady   INlary  that  she  had  -once 

obtained 
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obtained  the  envied  attention  of  Captain 
Biranly,  which  she  still  suspected  her  to 
possess. 

Before  Laura  left  London,  ]\Irs.  Forster 
was  amply  rewarded  by  Lord  John  Tra- 
herne  for  her  attachment  to  his  adopted 
daughter;  and  from  Laura  herself  she 
received  a  gratification  for  the  fidelity 
and  affection  she  had  ever  testified  for 
her  mother :  but  this  good  M'oman  was 
still  more  delighted  with  the  kindness 
and  remembrance  of  her  young  Lady, 
and  tlie  happy  destiny  that  appeared  to 
await  her. 

The  bridal  party  consisted  of  Mr. 
Aubrey  and  his  amiable  Lady,  who  were 
induced  by  the  occasion,  and  still  more 
by  the  earnest  entreaties  of  their  young 
friends,  to  prolong  their  absence  from  their 
little  ones,  and  had  consented  to  pass  a 
month  with  them ;  Caroline  St.  Orme, 
who  was  not  sorry  to  be  thus  personally 
reconciled  to  her  father,  Horace  Nevarc, 
and  Miss  Meed  on. 

The   Marquis  had  promised  when   the 

first 
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fw'st  ceremonials  were  past,  to  join  therh 
with  his  little  Emily,  of  whom  he  now^ 
appeared  very  fond  :  bnt  Laura  and  St. 
Orme  could'  not  by  the  most  respectful 
entreaties  induce  Loid  John  or  his  sister- 
to  quit  their  dwelling. 

PI  is  Lordship  pleaded  his  recent  fa-- 
tigue  and  inquietude,  and  Lady  Betty  in- 
timated that  as  she  certainly  could  not- 
condescend  to  speak  to^.  or  notice  such. 
a  personage  as  the  present  wife  of  Sir 
William,  she  had  better  stay  where  she- 
was :  a  plea  that  was  secretly  admitted  by 
c\cyy  one  without  much  leluctance  of 
belief. 

The  only  anxiety  of  St.  Orme  now. 
arose  from  the  fear  that  Laura  would  tind 
the  expectexil  communication  with  his 
mothcrin  law  unpleasant  and  disgusting  :. 
but  she  endeavoured  to  dissipate  this  un- 
easiness the  moment  she  discovered  it,. 
by  asserting  tliat  with  his  society  and. 
that  of  Caroline,  as  a  compensation,  she 
could  well  command  all  the  patience  that. 

might 
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might  be  necessary,  even  were  the  occasion 
for  it  much  more  pressing. 

**  But  this,  my  clear  ('ecil,"  continued 
she,  ^Mvillnot  be  quite  a  domestic  evil 
with  us ;  our  home  will  be  a  happy  one,  I 
hope,  and  our  tire  side,  even  without  a 
guest,  cheerful  and  placid  :  and  I  have 
learned  to  think  that  all  evils  are  light 
that  are  not  domestic.  Besides,  I  shall 
respect  Lady  St.  Orme/'  she  added,  *^  as 
the  source  of  my  happiness  :  had  not 
Caroline  quitted  her  home,  I  should  not 
probably  have  liad  the  dear  advantage 
of  being  known  to  you  and  her ;  and 
perhaps,  had  your  father  married  more 
prudently  Idmself,  henught  not  so  readily 
have  assented  to  your  union  v/ith  a  little 
nobody.  Thus  regarding  Lady  St.  Orme 
as  my  gooxl  genius,  I  have  already  a  pre- 
dilection for  her;  and  I  hope  we  shall 
become  good  friends  and  amicable  neigh- 
bours.'* 

St.  Orme  admired  and  applauded  her 
sentiments;  and  Carolme  repeating  the 
last  part  of  tlie  sentence  as  her  own  wish 

vid! 
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with  respect  to  her  new  mamma,  de- 
clared she  would  live  v/ith  her  brother 
and  her  beloved  Laara,  not  only  until 
they  wevQ  fatigued  with  her  societ}^  but 
until  they  actually  turned  her  out  of  their 
house. 

**  I  should  be  sorry  for  that,"  replied 
Laura,  with  a  laughing  mien,  "  because 
you  would  then  live  with  us  many,  many 
years— longer  than  would  meet  the  ap- 
probation of  our  friend  Horace,  who  would 
be  ver}'  glad  to  transplant  you  to  a  house- 
hold of  his  own, 'I  believe." 

This  supposition  was  soon  confirmed  by 
the  lips  of  the  truth -teller,  and  Caroline 
did  not  absolutely  decline  ]iis  suit ;  per- 
haps from  an  apprehension  that  he  might 
execute  a  menace  which  he  declared 
would  be  the  consequence  of  her  scorn — 
a  menace  of  returning  instantly  to  town, 
giving  the  history  of  the  nuptials  en  tra- 
xestie^  and  swearing  that  lie  had  inexorably 
rejected  the  offered  band  of  the  fair  Caro- 
line St.  Orme,  with  a  hundred  thousand 


pounds. 
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The  meeting  bet\¥een  Sir  William  and 
his  children  was  less  embarrassing  and 
unpleasant  than  each  of  the  party  had 
pictured  it  in  their  imagination.  He  was 
much  pleased  with  the  manners  and  the 
appearance  of  Laura  ;  and  Lady  St.  Orme 
extremely  gratified  by  her  complacency 
and  respect,  conciliated  the  good  under- 
standing already  prevailing  between  them, 
and  openly  expressed  her  adm.iration  and 
regard.  So  that  St.  Orme  began  to  think 
her  Ladyship  a  very  passable  sort  of  per- 
sonage, and  Caroline  declared  she  was  im- 
proved beyond  credibility. 

The  splendour  of  the  entertainments, 
and  the  presence  of  the  ]Marquis,  who  ar- 
rived ere  they  were  wholly  concluded, 
accomplished  the  earnest  wish  of  Sir 
William,  whose  Lady  was  now  universally 
visited  and  regarded  as  the  acknowledged 
and  reputed  mother  of  his  amiable  off- 
spring. 

Lord  Bellingham  found  repose  in  the 
mansion  and  in  the  affection  of  his  daugh- 
ter :  and  but  for  the  recollection  of  the 

follies 
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follies  and  impnulence  into  which  he  liacT 
pluno'cd,  at  the  hazard  of  losing  both 
fanie  and  fortnne,  lie  wonld  there  have 
found  liappiness.  His  abode  at  Castle 
St.  Ornie  he  prolonged  to  some  months, 
and  was  then  compelled  to  return  to  town, 
to  assist  in  regulating  his  affairs  :  in  his 
absence  Lord  John  had  been  indefati- 
gable on  tills  point,  and  then  made  a  much 
better  report  to  his  nepliew  than  he  had 
ex  j)ec  ted. 

Whilst  Miss  Meedon  v»'as  yet  with  her 
fiiend,  she  again  cno.mtered  her  volage, 
Captain  Biianly  ;  who,  finding  her  Vv'ou- 
derfuDy  enibellished  by  her  peaceful  life, 
and  the  distinguishing  kindness  of  St, 
Orme  and  his.  family,  again  offered  her 
his  truant  h^eart :.  but  Miss  Meedon,  as 
well  as  Laura,  had  very  fully  proved  the. 
important  superiority  of  domestic  happi- 
ness over  every  other  advantage,  and  she 
preferred  incurring  the  danger  of  becom- 
ing what  the  amiable  creatures  at  the 
house  of  her  mother  already  denominated 
her— *' a  forlorn  old   uiaid/'  rather  than. 

accept 
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accept  the  title  of  wife, v.itlioiit  some  pro- 
spect of  obtaining  a  sufficient  competence 
for  a  matrimonial  arrangement,  or  a  luis- 
band  with  more  steady  and  peinianent 
views  and  principles. 

To  tlie  great  surprise  of  tlie  society^ 
however,  this  prospect  soon  presented  it- 
self; and  the  pleasing  disj;osition  and 
nianners  of  Miss  Aleedon  not  only  esta- 
blished her  very  happily,  but  enabled  her 
to  withdrav/  her  motfier  from  the  misery 
annexed  to  her  situation,  which  until 
she  had  done,slie  could  not  enjoy  her  own 
emancipation. 

Lady  Melville,  reprobated  and  despised 
in  her  native  country,  affected  to  quarrel 
with  its  climate,  which  alone  she  pre- 
tended to  fly  from,  and  passed  the  rem- 
nant of  her  days  in  a  foreign  land,  with- 
out one  consolino-  reflection  to  s^ild  her 
declining  years;  and  with  the  mortifying 
recollection  of  having  ultimately  failed  in 
every  selfish  object,  for  which  the  mind  of 
the  once  lovely  and  innocent  Marchioness 
of  Bellingham  had  been  warped  to  dissi- 

mulation. 
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niulation,  artifice,  and  hypocnsy,  that 
blight  every  virtue  of  wliich  they  make  the 
display,  and  foster  every  vice  they  are 
meant  to  conceal. 

Lady  Ronald,  not  possessing  the  sensi- 
bility of  her  unhappy  sister,  and  not  being 
a  mother,  supported  with  more  fortitude 
a  blasted  character,  and  the  contempt  that 
accompanies  it  :  she  was  divorced  from 
her  husband  soon  after  her  mother  had 
quitted  England,  and  without  any  painful 
feeling  of  remorse,  joined  a  most  infamous 
party,  consisting  of  a  widowed  Countess, 
her  son,  his  mistress,  and  a  young  and 
beautiful  daughter,  who  subsist  not  many 
hundred  paces  from  the  western  gate  of 
the  metropolis,  by  keeping  a  Faro-table, 
at  which  many  a  heedless  youth  is  undone. 

Lady  Sophia  did  not  long  survive  the 
disgrace  of  her  fa^nily ;  and  her  sister 
IMadalina,  imprudent,  but  not  vicious, 
stopped  short  of  the  dreadful  precipice  of 
infamy :  but  she  is  united  to  a  fool,  who 
has  not  discernment  enough  to  appreciate 
any  sacrifice  she  may  make   to  propriety 

and 
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and  theoplnion  of  the  world,  bycontroul- 
iiig  an  expensive  and  thoughtless  taste  ; 
and  as  he  is  not  compelled  by  any  superior 
power  to  make  the  same  offering  to  pru- 
dence, he  daily  reduces  his  fortune,  and 
fmding  his  indulgencies  abridged  in  the 
same  proportion,  he  is  a  capricious,  vio- 
lent, and  parsimonious  tyrant  in  his  own 
family,  and  a  very  complacent,  credulous 
dupe  to  those  who  assist  to  pillage  and 
ruin  him. 

Such  are  the  destinies  of  four  women, 
-svho  might  have  become  the  admiration 
and  the  honour  of  their  country,  and  an 
example  to  their  sex  :  the  younger  sisters 
were  the  victims  of  maternal  indifference 
and  neglect ;  but  Lady  Bellingham,  from 
a  fatal  perversion  of  the  candour  and  sim- 
plicity which  is  never  torn  from  a  youth- 
ful breast,  without  wresting  likewise  every 
good  principle  from  the  mind^  very  early 
became  a  lovely  and  smiling  cemetery  of 
departed  equity  and  virtue ;  and  was 
urged  to  her  destiny  by  the  restless  and 
impatient  spirit  of  her  mother,  who  knew 

not 
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not  liow  to  submit  with  calm  dignity  to 
an  outrage  of  fortune,  and  was  not  aware 
that  real  greatness  and  superiority  of  mind 
do  not  consist  in  enlarging  our  plans  and 
projects  until  they  reach  the  confines  of 
guilt,  but  in  confining  our  views  and 
wishes  strictly  within  the  limits  of  justice^ 
season,  and  virtue. 
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